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INTRODUCTION. 


JN September 1821, the Governor General 
of India, the Marquis of Hastings, deputed 
Doctor John Crawford of the Medical Service 
on a mission to the Courts of Siam and 
Cochin China with a view ol establishing 
commercial relations. 

Doctor Craw furd wrote an account of this 
mission under the title of: 

Journal of an Embassy 

from the 

Governor General of India 

to the 

Courts of Siam and Cochin China 
exhibiting a view 
of the 

Actual State of those Kingdoms 
by 

JOHN CRAWFURD. Esq.; f.B.S, f L5 ros.fi 
late Envoy. 


LONDON 

HE.YR V CO El i V RX.—'Si kw Bt » 1i nu r« >» Sra >: >• * . 
1828. 




The reception the Envoy found in Siam 
was all he could desire under the circumstan¬ 
ces then prevailing. An official intercourse 
with foreign Powers was perhaps not exact l v 
desired by the Siamese Government, A 
mission, it is true, bad been sent a few years 
previously from Macao, and the Portuguese 
Consulate had been established in Bangkok. 
From the Dutch East Indies a mission had 
likewise been sent, whilst the United Slates 
had sent their merchant ships with a view of 
establishing trade, and just before Crawfurd 
arrived, the newiy established Singapore Set¬ 
tlement had sent John Morgan, a merchant, 
on an unofficial mission which, however, led 
to no result. 

The book which Crawfurd wrote about his 
mission gives a very full account of Siam, a* 
it was known to him, at the end of the fteign 
of Phra Buddha Lolla. It cannot, however, br 
denied that there are many'obvious omission', 
and reticences in his book, and, as he implies 
in many places himself, his mission was to a 
certain extent a failure as he did not succeed 
in attaining the objects for which the mission 
was sent. 

% 

One of the chief objects of his mission 
was to induce Ihe Government to reduce the 




measurement duty on ships, Bui in this, he 
could not succeed as the Government consi¬ 
dered a reduction of the duty very inopportune 
During the time the discussions were carried 
on.Crawfurd wen! about surveying the country 
without having previously received permission 
to do so, and the language said to have been 
used by him on these occasions and the 
threats which he was said lo have uttered 
were reported to Government, which was of 
opinion that Crawford had exceeded in every 
respect the instructions given to him. 

No formal treaty was thus made. The 
relations, however greatly improved after 
Crawfurd had occupied the position of Gover¬ 
nor of Singapore, and a lively correspondence 
took place between him and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in Bangkok. 

The National Library was allowed to take 
a copy of all papers in the archives of the 
India Office having reference to Crawford's 
Mission,and for that great courtesy the l ibrary 
desires to express its warm thanks. 

These papers are now published for the 
first time, and they explain the causes of 
the various misunderstandings which arose 
between the Government and the Envoy. 





To these Papers are adcfed the Papers 
*ilh reference to the Storm Episode, The 
episode itself, though of no polilical conse¬ 
quence, is certainly not void of interest as it 
throws light on the customs and manners 
prevailing at that time. 

The 1 hanks of the Library are also due 
to Miss Anstey, Record Department, India 
Office, for supervising the copying of the 
Papers, 


Vajiranana National Librarv, 
April, 1915. 
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Bengal. Leu«i 
R^ctUwl, vuL 
9f. 


Pol it teal Do pa rt tueii t. 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
Affairs of the Honorable the I nitial Com¬ 
pany of Merchants of England trading to 
the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

We avail ourselves of the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity to report to your Honorable Court, our 
adoption of an experimental measure, which in 
the present depressed state of commerce both 
in England and this country appeared to us to 
he well deserving the; trial, and likely in its 
result to lx* productive of great national benefit 
by opening a new and extensive field for 
British traffic. We allude to a mission to the 
Kingdoms of -Siam and Cochin-Chinn for the 
purpose of cultivating a friendly connection 
and negot iating and establishing tin improved 
commercial intercourse with those countries'— 
a measure which we trust will he honoured 
with the sanction and approbation of your 
1 Honorable Court us worthy the greatness and 
liberality of the Honorable Company and us 
affording to the nation at large the strongest 
proof of your cordial disposition to cooperate 
with alaeritv and zeal in forwarding the suc¬ 
cess of any enterprise in this quarter <*f the 
globe which may afford a well grounded linjie 
of relieving the general distress of the mumi* 
factoring community at home. The object in 
truth is the promotion of the welfare and in- 



tempts nf tin- llritisli K trip i tv :it large as well 
;i' to extend Hr* commercial relations of your 
I lid urn I’ns-vsshms, 

i. Your 11 1 mumble Court Is fully a wart* 
Hint even in the earlier ami ruder period of the 
ccmtmerdiil intercourse of Kurupwm nations 
with India, the trade uC Siam and Cochin-China 
Formed :m important and valimhle branch of it. 
It eon til not therefore lip matter of doubt that 
in the improved state of modern navigation 
on I the superior intelligence and active spirit 
of adventure which characterize the British 
Mere!mats of tin* present day, every facility 
and enc ouragement w hich could l*e afforded to 
the revival of a trade with those countries, 
w ould he eagerly contributed, As those king¬ 
doms cun tain a population of at least 30 mil¬ 
lions and possess a soil etpuil in fertility to 
that of any portion nf the globe, the establish¬ 
ment of commercial relations with them would 
open a nei hold foi the improved energies 
alluded to, and would be attended with m- 
cum|Hiralily more extensive benefit than in 
former times. Those benefit* will W largely 
iKirtahen by the possession* uF the Honorable 
t oin pan v with which a commercial intercourse 
of considerable and entreating value and im- 
]iortance cannot fail to result from an opening 
of the general trade with the countries 
in ijtieetiun. The Honorable Company has 
therefore a direct interest in the success of the 


measures in our contemiilntion t without which 
however solicitous we might lie for the im¬ 
provement of the com me rein 1 resources of the 
Empire at large, we should not have fell our¬ 
selves altogether justified in undertaking (lie 
mission at rise sole expense of the Honorable 
Company, without the previous authority of 
your Honorable Court. 

R. From the most respectable sources <>( 
information we are warranted in stating, that 
Siam, besides minor commodities, may be ex¬ 
pected to afford in such nn intercourse, valu¬ 
able returns of sugar and pepjJer for Eurojie 
and Western Asia, salt for the Indian islands 
and teak at a cheap rate, us well as in ab¬ 
undance, for the supply of the British Settle¬ 
ments ; while Cochin-China will furnish a*- 
>tuple articles of exportation, raw silk for 
Europe, and pepper and sugar for both the 
European and Indian markets. It is known 
also, that Cochin-China produced to the earlier 
European trailers the largest supply of raw 
silk of any country in Asia, and should it peon; 
t H|Uiil1v abundant in that article at present, the 
British manufacturer, under any favorable al¬ 
teration in the impost on raw material, such 
us we believe is now contemplated by the 
Legislature, would be enabled succesfully to 
contend with the coutiiicnLaJ trade, and our 
silk manufactures would be placed in point 
extent ami prosperity on a scale with our cotton. 


i 


4, With respect to the export of British 
manufactures t« Shun and Cochin-China, if we 
mnv judge from the success with which they 
have recently been introduced into IGndiiostan, 
the Indian Islands, and even Chinn, there is 
every probability that the demand will be con¬ 
siderable, 1 he inhabitants of those regions of 
Asia are not understood to be, themselves, it 
manufacturing people in the most limited ac¬ 
ceptation of tiie term, and they have in all 
times gladly received the imperfect and high 
priced fabrics of Hindustan and China, 

5 - If we succeed in removingtlieground - 
less fears and jealousies hitherto believed to 
be entertained bv the Siamese and Cochin 
Chinese Governments with regard to an inter¬ 
course with Euro]leans, and in establishing 
general freedom of trathe, an extensive demand 
may he expected for woollens, cotton goods, 
raw and wrought iron, Bengal opium and 
various other articles of minor note. The 
trade with Siam is chiefly conducted at present 
hy the Chinese settled in that country, who 
bring its produce to the European ports in the 
Straits of Malacca, and receive European mid 
Indian goods in return j while Chinese junks 
and a few colonial Portuguese ships from 
Macao conduct the traffic between the ter¬ 
ritories of the King of Cochin-China and 
China; but by laying the trade with those 
countries directly open to the activity of Euro- 


peaii enterprise, an extension oF fomincrct’ 
would follow which it would be vain to 
expect from the* feeble, unskilful ami in* 
direct efforts of native speculation, i’nder 
all the imperfections of the existing system 
of iiiterrutinie with Siam, a trade of no 
inconsiderable amount is carried on be¬ 
tween that country and the settlement of 
Prince of Wales’s Island and your Honorable 
Court will have perceived in the correspon¬ 
dence of the f_iovermneat of tint Presidency 
an anxious solicitude and an apparently well 
grounded hope for an extension of that com¬ 
merce through the means of more intimate 
relations Wtiveen the two (iovemmenfs. 

ft, We do not anticipate any obstacles 
of a serious nature to the opening n general 
trade with Siam. American and British coun¬ 
try ships have within the last iive years visited 
it, in considerable numbers. The principal ob¬ 
ject which, we conceive, the deputation of a 
friendly mission from this (I over ament might 
effect, was to place the intercourse mi u deHiied 
and permaneuf footing, so us to expose the 
British traders to the least possible vexation 
mid to hold out to the Sovereign of the 
country the prospeet of obtaining surb an in¬ 
crease of lie venue ns would make it his in¬ 
terest Op afford his protection to the* foreign 
merchant. This, it appeared to us, would be host 
effected In establishing some snm in-on mode of 
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levying tin: import duty as is practised bv the 
Chinese, by which tin* impost becomes com¬ 
paratively light, while the iiujiusitiou uf the 
native officer into the particulars of the cargoes 
imported and all the chicanery to which it is 
liable are entirely avoided. 


[Tarns. 7 to H refer to Cochiu-t’hina.j 

III. It appe«ircd to ns. sifter a mature con¬ 
sideration of the subject, that a Mission from 
i he (inventor General, ns the supreme British 
ninheritv in India, to the Kings of Siam 
and Cochin-China, would, if conducted with 
moderation, afford a fair promise of success 
in realizing the important objects which we 
laid in view as above detailed. We were 
decidedly of upmioti, that tin? most prudent 
ami politic course would be to routine the 
object of the proposed mission to the revival 
merely of a commercial inter course on an im¬ 
proved basis by more accurately defining the 
principles on which the trade should lie eon- 
die ted, and by avoiding all negociafhm for auv 
territorial cession. Any attempt to establish 
a factory on a permanent footing in the coun¬ 
try. we were satisfied would only tend to rouse 
the jealousy of those States, and thus to defeat 
the very object we were anxious to obtain. 

11. In the selection of the Agent to 
whom we determined to confide the charge of 


riiis Mission, we confidently anticipate the ap¬ 
probation of your Honorable Court. The for¬ 
mer employment of 1 >r. (Ynwfurd, of your 
Bengal Medical Establishment, in a diplomatic 
capacity in Java, Ids intimate acquaintance 
with die manners, customs and commerce of 
the various nations of the Eastern Archipelago, 
and tile high reputation for ability, judgment 
and discretion, which he had so deservedly 
acquired, j minted him out to us ^ a [lerson 
eminent! v qualified for the successful conduct 
of this delicate and important duty. We un¬ 
derstood indeed, that he lind directed his jxirti- 
cular attention to the trade with Siam and 
Cochin-China, and he was thus prepared for the 
task hy the full and accurate knowledge he had 
previously acquired with regard t-> every thing 
connected with the former and present political 
and commercial history of those countries. 

12. We will not trespass on the time of 
your Honorable Court with n detail of the 
instructions we have furnished Mr, Crawford 
for his guidance, founded on the principles 
to which we have already adverted in a preced¬ 
ing paragraph. We conceive it will he more 
satisfactory to your Honorable Court, to peruse 
the letter of instructions itself, which comprizes 
every object to which we deemed it of imjiort- 
ance to direct Mr, Crawford's attention, includ¬ 
ing the eventual negotiation of some jaunts 
that had recently occupied the deliberations of 
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tlie Government of Penang, mui been the sub¬ 
ject of correspondence between tlmt Govern¬ 
ment find ourselves, 

13, It will be necessary however brieflv 
to ml vert to the suite ou which we lui re¬ 
deemed it proper to equip the Mission, mid we 
indulge a i onfident jiersunsinn that your IJim- 
ornble Court will be satisfied, tlmt white we 
have paid every proper retard for the charac¬ 
ter of the Government which mir Agent i- 
deputed to represent, we have duly attended to 
the necessity of exhibiting an ini]wn<mg ap¬ 
pearance among a people who attach so much 
importance to external pomp and show, the 
utmost practicable care has been observed to 
umifire the expense of the Mission within the 
most moderate limits, compatible with the 
successful execution of the objects in view, 
(hi a comparison indeed with the outfit of 
foliner missions to the Eastward, such us those 
to Ava for example, it will appear tluit the 
scale of allowances ami establishments has 
been considerably redueetl, while in | oiint of 
efficiency the present Mission entmnot he con¬ 
sidered in uji y resjtect inferior. 

' 

14. Beakles the Agent, vve Jum* ap¬ 
pointed an assistant who is a practised amt 
ski! Till surveyor, and to whom we have given 
provisional authority to perform the functions 
ol Envoy In the event of tbe possible itidisp,e 
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sition or demise of Mr. Crawfurd, ami in the 
nomination of a medical officer, we have se¬ 
lected a gentleman, win* Uv previous habits and 
study is well ipiulitied to perform tilt* duties 
of a naturalist. 

La, With respect to the latter duty we 
conceived that such :t favorable opportunity of 
prosecuting scientific research in countries -u 
deeply interesting and so imperfectly known, 
ought not to he lost, and we did not hesitate 
to make the appoint! net it in the confident lin]*% 
that your Honorable Court would not disap¬ 
prove of our seizing an occasion to extend the 
hounds of science and natural history which 
must redound to the honor and reputation of 
your Indian (Jovemmctit, 

W 

111. The operations of a Surveyor, we 
were aware, could not he conducted with the 
same freedom ami sat isfat-rin.i as ilmsr of the 
naturalist: but it is to be hoped that i?i the 
progress of the Mission some favorable op- 
jHvrtttnities will offer, and it would have fjeoo 
matter of regret if no sc ion tide gentleman had 
been present to avail himself of them. We 
rely with confidence on the discretion of the 
Knvoy for avoiding am oocnsidh of offence or 
jealousy to the Sovereign or people of the 
countries to which he is to proceed, which 
might he created by an meant huts attempt to 
undertake survey operations. 
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LI, Wo have fixed ;i personal allowance 
uf 1 rupees for Doctor Crawfunl, and have 
assigned ii civil allowance of 600 rupees f«»r 
( 'upturn Daiigertield, the assistant and surveyor, 
and 6NU rupees for 1 >r. Finlay son, being die 
scale of allowance usually granted to an As>is- 
rant surveyor attached to a Residency, The 
former gentleman is an officer on the Military 
Establishment of the I 'residency of Ilombuy. 
and the latter belongs to His Majesty’s sth 
Regiment of Dragoons. With regard to both 
of these gentlemen we have deemed it equit¬ 
able To permit them to hold their civil allow¬ 
ances without being subjected to any retrench¬ 
ment from their military pay and allowances. 

1H. We luive also attached an escort of 
thirty Mussulmuun Sepoys under the command 
of an Ensign, and we have authorized Mr. 
rniwfurd to entertain it moderate establishment 
of writers and interpreters which it is cal¬ 
culated will not exceed a monthly exjiense of 
350 rupees. We have also jiermitted Mr. 
Finlay son to employ a young Lad from the 
Hcneral Hospital nr a >m;dl salary of 41) rupees 
per mensem to assist him in dissections and 
other operations connected with his pursuits 
as naturalist, and to entertain a car pent er mid 
a few labourers for the same purposes. 

19. A suitable vessel, completely equipp¬ 
ed in every resect, has lieen taken up for the 





n 


accommodation of flip Mission at a monthly 
expense of 4,00U Rupees, and we have autho¬ 
rized Doctor Crawford to draw a consolidated 
montlily allowance of 2,(HJQ Rupees per men¬ 
sem on account of State servants and equipage, 
table expenses and every other charge attend¬ 
ing' the Mission, an arrangement which we 
consider as much more eligible and involving 
much less actual cost to ti over it men t than the 
plan of allowing the Envoy to charge bis ex¬ 
penses, as practised on former occasions. 

20. We have furnished Mr, Crawford 
with letters to the Kings of Siam and t m-h in- 
China and authorized the preparation of suit¬ 
able presents, exclusive of tire arms, to an 
extent of about 19,1)00 Rupees. With respect 
to the lire arms, we understood that a present 
of muskets would be peculiarly acceptable to 
the Kings of Siam and Cochin-China, and we 
accordingly directed 850 stand of arms to In.* 
furnished from the arsenal for that purpose. 

21. We have also sanctioned the pur- 
elm so of a transit instrument and a chrono¬ 
meter for the use of the surveyor while em¬ 
ployed on the Mission, and of a microscope 
and a few trifling articles for tlui use of thy 
naturalist. 

For the more ready reference of 
your Honorable Court, we have the honor to 



12 


transmit n$ numbers in the Pnekt-t, die pt-Tuci|m! 
ducitnu-rits connects] with the Mission, coni- 
priring copies of our instructions to the Agent, 
the letters to the Kings of Shun and ( Whin 
(.’hina, die cmlentjnls to Mr. I Ynwfurd ami 
< ••pfaiu Dangerlu-kL our letters to the Govern¬ 
ment of Prince of Wales’s Island and tin- 
Resident of Singapore, and a list of die articles 
pure 1 1 used for presents. 

23. The Mission left the river on the 
21st instant, and proceeds in the first instance 
to Penang. 



We have the honor to remain, with Vhe 
greatest respect, \ 

lint i oralde Sirs, \ 

Your most faithful, 

H u mb 1 e Servo d f s, 



IIastini;* 

J. Adam 

A iiti Fkmjam.. 


Fort William 
2!hl November 1821. 


PS .—Since die above letter was written, 
we hit re received a dispatch from the Resident 
at Singapore, u copv of which we have tin- 
honor to enclose, as exhibiting a favorable 
disposition on the part of the King of Siam 
to encourage an intercourse with uur Govern- 
meat. 4 
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Brn^ii LcMfTfl 


To The Honorable the Court of Directors for 
Affairs of the Honorable the I nited Com* 
pony of Merchants of England Trading to 
the East Indies, 


I-fonorable Sirs, 

We deem it otir duty to transmit to your 
Honorable Court copies of a correspondence 
with the Government of Prince of Wales 
Island relative to the invasion of tbc j kingdom 
of Kedali by a Siamese force under the Rajah 
of Ligore, and to the measures adopted by tlie 
Honorable tlie Governor in Council of that 
IsLnd in consequence uf the Siamese having 
nmde nu incursion into the Hritisli territory 
on the toast, and even threatening Penang 
itself, 

S, In our instructions to the Agent de¬ 
puted on » Mission to Siam which Formed an 
enclosure in our address to your Honorable 
*.<«■ yrtwtimf itttfr 0mrt of the $&rd November last.* your lion* 
/r»*< .i6. will have observed that we had 

directed the attention of Mr. Crawford to the 
correspondence which passed between this 
Government and that of Prince of \\ ales s 
Island, relative to the disputes that existed lu*- 
tween Siam and it-, tributary States, and which, 
in the instance of Kedah, have now led to the 
invasion and subjugation o| that country by 
the Siamese arm-. 
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3. The deputation of a British Mission to 
Siam at the present time may be considered 
as extremely opportune, and we are indeed 
inclined to believe that its actual arrival at 
1 Vince of Wales's Inland ill prosecution of 
its voyage to that capital, at the critical 
period of the Rajah of Ligores attack un 
Kedah, nil! have a very [Hiwerfttl influence oti 
the proceedings of that Chief in the country in 
question. 

4. From the documents transmitted by 
the Government of Reining in their dispatch of 

-.w 31st December last,* Your Honorable Court 

will ofiserve that Mr. Crawfuid has been 
furnished with all the infor ma tion necessarv to 
enable him to avail himself of any favorable 
opportunity of effecting the restoration of 
the lhijah of Kedah, an object to which, with 
advertence to the various in convenience# to he 
apprehended from our Wing brought into ini- 
mediate contact with a Siamese authority in 
Kedah, the government of Prince of Wales's 
Island attach the greatest importance. 

a. W e trust tlu* tenor of «ur instructions 
to the Government of Prince of Wales’s island, 
founded on our conviction of the soundness 
of the views taken by tliat Government of the 
expediency of maintaining, if practicable, the 
interposition of a friendly Malay state between 
us and the haughty and barbarous Government 


of Siam, will be approved by your Honorable 
Court. !n the present friendly disposition of 
flic King of Siam, which cannot fail to ho 
improved and confirmed by the Mission now 
proceeding to the Court with valuable presents, 
and more especially the seasonable supply of 
Kre amis, we anticipate no difficulties in the 
conclusion of a satisfactory adjustment of 
the differences between His Majesty mid the 
finjali of Kedah through our mediation, without 
the hazard of our being involved in any embar¬ 
rassing participation in the interests and con¬ 
cerns of the latter State. The utmost extent 
to which we can be pledged for the State of 
Kedah, is the punctual transmission by that 
Chief of the customary tokens of vassalage, or 
a small pecuniary trihute in commutation of 
them, and we possess the means of securing 
the fulfilment of such an engagement by hold¬ 
ing in our hands the annual quit-rent paid to 
Kedah on account of Penang. 

fi. With regard to the various important 
topics connected with the extension of our 
political relations to the Eastward, to which 
the Honorable the Governor of Prince of 
Wales’s Island has adverted in In* Minute 
accompanying the dispatch of the ttist ultimo, 
we propose to state in reply that the general 
question of our policy to the Eastward having 
been fully submitted in a letter from the 
Government of Penang to your Honorable 
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C ° llrtl Ul,<J w date the I'tli October 1818,* all 
rti. iss, negotiations with tliu Native Chiefs in tluit 
quarter fur cessions of territory nr the forma¬ 
tion of new Establishments on the Malay Coast, 
siidi ns i In jsc enumerated by Mr. Phillips, 
would in our opinion he expediently suspended, 
until the receipt of your Honorable Court's 
orde.s in reply to the dispatch above men¬ 
tioned. 

7. lief ore we conclude this dispatch, we 
Iwg leave to solicit the attention of your 
Ilonorahle ( hurt to the satisfactory informa- 
tion stated in the 29th and :iOtli paragraphs 
of Mr. I hi I lips s Minute, relative to the friend¬ 
ly disposition of the Court of Siam as mani¬ 
fested towards the private Agent deputed to 
that Capital in the beginning of last year, * 

when it appeared he met with a very cordial 
reception at Bangkok, and that the .Ministers 
there seemed anxious to cultivate n more 
intimate intercourse with the British Govern¬ 
ment. \ our Honorable Court will observe 
tluit the commerce of that place is said to ln- 
onn very extensive scale; that the American 
trade is increasing rapidly, and that the Go¬ 
vernment cf the United States had lately 
opened a communication with Siam and con¬ 
templated fixing a ( otisul tliere in the course 
of the present year. By the statements an¬ 
nexed to Mr. Phillips’s Minute, of tlie trade s * 

that is conducted between Siam and Prince of 
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Wales's Island, ycrnr tlunomble Court will 
also observe that tin- mijKirN ami ex] torts 
amounted for the Inst utfickil year to 4 Lucks 
of Rupees, anil that on the articles of ilritish 
woollen, cotton and cutlery, the exports might 
he beneficially extended, while the importation 
perhaps of tirain. ns well us sugars, golddn*) 
and the various useful and dyeing woods 
tit for the Kurupe market, might he much 
onereused. 

8. Having within these few days received 
a report from Mr. Crawford of his arrival at 
Prince of Wales’s Island, and of the satis¬ 
factory communication which had been made 
to him by the Rnjidi of Ligore, we have the 
honor to transmit a copy of it for the informa¬ 
tion of vour Honorable < ourt. 

We have. Are, 

I Iasstin'os, 

Jak. Stcaht, 

II 

Jolts FkM'ALI., 

Fort William 
-?bth Jnniuirv 1K22, 


[Kmlursed] 

t!(S .lamifiry I Si'- 
Fort ’ William 
Poll. Ilept. 


# 
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Letter from His Fvedleney the Gov¬ 
ernor General in Council dated the 
2<Jth January IK22. 

(K eniilcmures) 

No. 1 

Read in Court 
24 July 1 H 22 . 

Reed. 

Per Fair lie 

23d July 1822. 
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Ft HIT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823. 


To G. Swintox Esqre. 
s«i so. .Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the re* 

* *#i> iratti. eeipt of your letter of the Hist of January • 
directing enquiry to he made respecting certain 
Swedish Iron shipped on board the John Adam 
at Calcutta, for which the owner* claimed a 
drawback from the Government. I have the 
honor to state for the information of the Most 
Noble the Governor General iluit every eir* 
aumstanoe connected with the iron in question, 
from its shipment at Calcutta until its being 
landed sit Singapore, were utterly unknown to 
me. Having made application to the Com* 
m a rider of the Ship for such explanation a* it 
was in his power to give 1 now beg leave to 
submit bis answer, with the letter which I 
addressed to him, 

t have &e. 

(Sd.) J. Crawfdbd. 

Agent to the Governor 
General, 


Bang Knk 
2Wtb June 1*22. 




Itenjjal Political 

CcmiElitMlHiEMl, 

Hung* JJ?3 *toL*7. 
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FOKT WILLIAM lotli J:mv. 1820. 


To Captain MacDokkiu 

Commanding the Honorable Company's 
Hired Ship John Adam. 

Sir, 

I have been requested by the Agent to 
the Governor General to transmit to you copy 
of a letter from the Secretary to the Govern- 
nient respecting a certain quantity of Swedish 
iron, shipped on board the John Adam as 
ballast, mid request you will supply sui-U in* 
formation res peeling the iron in question ns 
you may be in possession of. 

The Agent to the Governor General re¬ 
quests me to call your particular attention to 
the 15th paragraph of the l barter Party, and 
to the letters addressed to you on the 2stlu 
39th and 80th* April. 

1 have &ea, 

(Sd). T. Dan u erfieli>. 
Captain—-Assistant. 


Jiang Kok 
28th June 1822. 




PoldtLi d-E 
ConiraUmt intii, 
123. tei1 + 27, 
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FORT WILLIAM 15th Jnny. 1833. 


To C’aptn. DjiSCBHriKLiJ 
n°-’ **■ &ea, &ca. &ea. 

Sir. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the re- 

i? 

ceipt of your letter of this day's date with its 
tuu-lnsure, in reply to which 1 hey: leave to 
state that the iron alluded to was shipped on 
lward as ballast as kentledge could not he pro¬ 
cured at Calcutta. From the information that 
1 received at Singapore relative to the shallow 
ness of the bar at -Siam, l was induced to land 
the iron at that port, and supply its [dace with 
stone ballast, judging that I should he obliged 
to lighten the ship considerably before l ctntid 
succeed in crossing the bar, which has been the 
case, and stones were much better than liars 
of iron fur the purpose, being cheaper and 

more easily thrown overboard. 

■ 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) Tuos, McDonsell, 

Ship John Adam 
Eiimgkok 2Htli .fane 





Factor? 

Till. @? H t». &>' 


R »UT O IRNWALLIS the 28 Nov., 1822, 


A&ml l 4 *ltae 
Ij^rerJivT fin fc HtfraJ 
jl* Hiwji 


Agent to die 

fioVEBSOfi UsNKHAlUt SlAJl. 


To W. A. Clvblkv Esquire. 

Secretary to tin.' Govcrnmeiit. 

Sir. 

1 have the honor herewith to transmit for 
the inf ormation of the Honorable the Governor 
and Council copy of a dispatch which ] have 
addressed To His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General on the subject of my instruc¬ 
tions, which more particularly regards the 
interest of Prince of Wales Island. On my 
arrival at Penang 1 .shall have the honor of 
laving before the Honble. the Governor ami 
Council every description of information con¬ 
nected with the other objects of my Mission. 

I have &e, 

(Signed) J. Crawkuhd 
A. G. G, 





FftnOTT ftecnritp, PORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov.. 1822. 

StmLr» feti-lDncntt _^ 

td L ft7 T 

«^ *“-**■ (Copy) 

RncJnMM. To GkOBGF. SwtSTOS Krii|uir< 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

The neijcK'hit ions with the Court of Siam 
having tdominated, I proceed to lay before the 
M,,si Noble the Governor General in Council, 
y detail of mv proceedings ns far a is the 
immediate relations of the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island, with the Kingdom of 
Shun and with its tributary states are non- 
earned, this being the matter arising out of my 
instructions. which most urgently calls for nn 
eii r t v com inn sii cut i«Ti* 

It is necessary that l should begin hv 
premising that the British Mission to Shun has 
had t« negotiate with a [leoph? of great singu¬ 
larity of diameter whose principles of action 
will not easily la* appreciated from what the 
British power in India lias eaperiette«tl in the 
history of its connexion with Other Asiatic 
Nations. The character of the Government 
of Siam was discovered in the very earliest 
periods of our intercourse with it to he un¬ 
usually sordid, insincere inn! mpdoiis, and 
our more mature experience showed us that 
one of the finest and most favored Countries 
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•if tlit* world WB.s oppressed by one of the most 
mischievous forms of Government. To a 
character of venality and corruption, we found 
su] wadded a remarkable degree of national 
vanity yet with an extraordinary jealousy and 
distrust of all strangers, and especially of 
Europeans. We saw indeed that an inter¬ 
course with the latter was courted, but merely 
£Ls affording an object of extortion to those In 
I mwer, for whether with regard to foreigners or 
to the people, a more reckless undisguised 
disregard for equity and the public interests 
cannot well be conceived. 

With a Government thus at once vain, 
jealous, insincere and corrupt it w:is no easy 
unit ter with a due regard to the national liuuor 
to conduct a negotiation at all, and to bring 
it to precise and satisfactory results, as might 
have been looked for with a people of a less 
barbarous and more manly character, was 
found in the sequel impracticable. 

I had my drst conference with the officers 
of the- Siamese Court on the subject of the 
Quednk question on the 21st of May, having 
delayed introducing it until this late period in 
obedience to my instructions, which directed 
that this subject might not be mixed with that, 
which was the primary object of the Mission. 
The principal Siamese negotiator was the Prali 
Klang, or minister who is at once cliarged 
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with the affairs of strangers and with com* 
menial affairs which are supposed to have 
an immediate relation to each other* This 
chief whose name is Suriwung Kosa, is a man 
of considerable parts, but of very little sin¬ 
cerity, and extremely rajjaeums, other jH j rsons 
of inferior rank were joined with him. The 
Siamese negotiators communicated with me at 
this conference on the subject uf the invasion 
of Qaeda, and the flight of the King to Prince 
of Wales Island, with a good deal more frank - 
ness than I had reason to expect. 1 opened 
the subject by admitting at once the depen¬ 
dence of Queda on Siam stating that this 
point had been fully enquired into by the 
Most Noble the Governor General of India, 
aiul been conceded without hesitation. With 
respect to the Uajnh of Queduli personally, 
however, 1 observed that lie was on old friend 
*f the English Nation, and that compassion for 
his misfortunes had induced us to afford him 
an asylum. We had not, I continued, enquired 
into the merits or demerits of his conduct but 
according to our custom had afforded protection 
ro an unfortunate Prince, and a friend who had 
com® amongst us. I added that the King of 
Qaeda or any other Prince in the same situa- 
was at all times at perfect liberty logo where 
lie pleased but we considered it a point of 
honor not to surren ler him under any circum¬ 
stances whatever. The sentiments expressed 
with considerable warmth, and directly through 


my own interpreters, seemed to give no um¬ 
brage. the contrary, the Brail Kiting ob¬ 
served, although 1 believe with tittle sincerity, 
that tiie principle adopted by the British Gov¬ 
ernment was a liberal ami generous one, and 
could not hut be approved of. 

The Siamese negotiators now stated that 
all [that] was known at the Court on the subject 
of the invasion of Qaeda was, that a quarrel 
took place between the Governor of Ltgor mid 
the King of Qucda, and that the latter, aban¬ 
doning hi* Kingdom, had fled for refuge to 
Penang, a foreign Country, One side of the 
question, they said only had been heard, and 
not much of that. The Governor of Ligor laid 
sent three or four letters to the Court, charging 
the King of Qaeda with being refractory and 
disobedient, hut the latter had not said one word 
in his own justification. The affair, they said, 
was still in a state of abeyance, and the Minis¬ 
ter:- hail not as yet even laid it in a formal 
manner liefore the King, i begged to know 
what the offences were w ith which the Knjah of 
Qtieila was charged by the Governor of Idgor. 
Th ■ uegocintors replied that the latter w as 
directed to invade the Barman territories, luul 
pivpaicd nn Vrmv For that purpose, mid having 
made the customary demands upon the Kimr 
[of] Queda for provisions and other supplies, 
tie latter, in defiance of Ids allegiance, had re¬ 
fused to furnish them. Upon this act of dis- 


obedience the Governor of Ligar marched down 
tn Qucdn enforce Ills demand. Vi tins place 
a quarrel ensued between the Siamese and Ma¬ 
lays. stunt- blood was sited, and tlie Rajah of 
Quedn suddenly took to lliirht and concealed 
himself in Penang. After hearing this state¬ 
ment I informed the negotiators timt the 
whole of the correspondence and papers as 
far as our Government was concerned wen* in 
my possession, ami that I was therefore able to 
afford them a satisfactory idm-illation of 
veral of the jHiints to which they had now 
alluded. I noticed that Queda was a poor 
mid inconsiderable country. and could not hear 
the frequent exactions of the Governor of 
Idgor, who was in the practice <>f making 
iiuuiv demands, which could hot be authorized 
by his sovereign, the King of Siam, and that 
by these menus, he constantly harassed the 
people ami Prince of Qneda, who had no 
means of redress. 1 added that the Rajah of 
Qneda, though dutifully obedient to his liege 
i he King of Siam, could not hut consider the 
< rovenior of Ligor as his jiersonal enemy. 
The Prcdi Khulg observed that both the Prince 
Kromcliial (the King's clilo>t son and head 
u f the foreign and Commercial departments) 
and he himself were particularly well-disposed 
to Favor the cause of the King of Quedn. 
and that if lie would repair to the capital, 
and submit his cause to tlu* justice of the 
Siamese Court, he should have no reason 



to complain. The negotiators now pointedly 
complained that the King of Quedfl had made 
Penang the place of his retreat, instead of 
coming directly to the capital and making his 
complaint to the King in person. 1 answered 
that this resource was totally out of his power, 
for that his own life was in immediate danger 
and in a moment of emergency he had there¬ 
fore sought safety where he could most easily 
find it. The negotiators observed, that the King 
of Quod a had run away without telling why he 
had dime so, or affording any explanation what¬ 
ever of his conduct. 1 replied that there was no 
time for explanation or remonstrance, for that 
the Raja of Ligor had commenced by killing 
two of bis principal officers and by patting 
others in chains, and as to the Rajah himself 
hi* had threatened bis life, proceeded to depose 
him of his hereditary title and the dignity 
conferred upon him by t!u j Court of Siam, 
without waiting for the s-tru-tinn of his Sover¬ 
eign. The negociators requested t » know what 
1 meant by the Governor of ijgor’s hiving 
threatened the life of the King of Quods, I 
informed them that the Governor of Ligor in 
one of his letters to the Governor of Prince of 
Wales Island had demanded the person of the 
King of Quetta, dead or alive, and used in that 
document threatening and unbecoming lang¬ 
uage, I observed that the British Govern¬ 
ment had, with much forbearance, passed this 
over, but dwelt much upon the injury which 
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might be done to the friendship between the 
two Nations if a subordinate olfirer of tin* 
Siamese Government were permitted upon Ids 
own authority to pursue a conduct so intern 
perate as tlint of which t complained. 

1 now stated that as our territory and 
settlement of Prince of Wales Island were in 
the immediate vicinity of the Quedn State, we 
could not be in different to what was passing 
there. for when that principality was iti a state 
of anarchy mid confusion as on the present 
occasion, in consequence of the Siamese inva¬ 
sion. our territories necessarily suffered severe¬ 
ly from an interruption of industry and regular 
communication which deprived us of the habi¬ 
tual supplies for which we depended upon the 
territory of Qaeda. I said therefore, tint upon 
this account, ns well as the Kings being an 
old friend t we should He happy to see him re¬ 
stored, considering this as the surest means of 
giving tranquillity to the Country. 1 here sug¬ 
gested, that in the event of the Malay Prince 
being restored, the fairest means of preventing 
nil future altercation between the Oiief of 
Ugfir and the Malay Prince, would be that 
the Siamese Government should afford the 
latter an exact specification of its annual de¬ 
mand:- upon the state of Q lied a. and th it the 
British Government, if am doubt were enter¬ 
tained of the punctuality of die Malay Prince, 
nhouhl engage to make goad the stipulated 
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rojitingfliit to a day. As a practical proof of 
tin- sincerity of this jirojKisal, 1 made.* an offer 
of paying down immediately upon my own 
authority, any arrears that might Ik? due by 
the Rajah of (Juedah, if it were thought pro¬ 
per to restore him to his throne without fur¬ 
ther investigation. No reply whatever was 
made to this important proposition. Consider¬ 
ing indeed the pride of the Siamese Court, and 
the prosperous condition of its affairs at present. 
L have great doubts whether any proposals of 
ours however moderate or equitable which ma y 
appear to encroach upon its rights of sover¬ 
eignty, or to fetter the exercise of a despotic and 
unlimited power over its trihutary states will 
Ik- listened to, tinder any circumstances. 

In answer to that jNtrr of the Siamese 
negotiators' charge, that the King of Qaeda 
had offered no defence. I told them that I 
was in possession of a letter from tliat I'rinee 
lo one of the Siamese Ministers begging the 
interposition of His Majesty the King of Siam 
in his In-ledf. and asking forgiveness for any 
oHence which through inadvertency he may 
have dnuniitted. This letter, after some he¬ 
sitation tliey agreed to receive, and it was 
transmitted after my return from the con¬ 
ference. 


• >n the 25 May the conferences respecting 
tin- Queda affair were renewed. The Minister 
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Suri-wiing Kosn began by informing me, that 
in cotiserpience of what I bad stated at our 
last interview, tlic* Raj all of Ligor bad been 
ordered to Court to render an account of 
his proceedings in flip affair of Quwla. lb* 
added however that he had but yesterday re¬ 
ceived a letter from that chief in which [it] 
was stated that the country of Queda was 
everywhere in a state of tranquillity, and that 
an amicable intercourse subsisted between him' 
self and the Government of Penang. He 
offered to send nut a Copy of this document 
if I wished for it, and did so a few days there¬ 
after. A translation of it is appended to this 
• &,im/ra dispatch.* The minister remarked that the 
Rajah of Ligor and the Rajah [of] Queda were 
both eijualiy Slaves to the Ring of Siam, and 
that if a dispute arose between thorn, they were 
bound to repair to the capital, and there have 
their respective pretensionsexamined. lie add* 
«-d the following expression, "the King of Queda 
“ is not n Child, he knows th ‘ customs of 
•* the Country, and if he wishes to he restored to 
" his Kingdom he will repair to the presence. 
To this 1 replied, that if the King of Qu«l» 
thought proper to come to the < otirt the liritidi 
Government would not only not interrupt him, 
but even assist him in the journey ; hut ih.it, if. 
mi the other hand lie did not think proper to 
come of Ids own accord no power should 
certain!v remove him from I Vince of \\ ales 
Island. The negotiators then asked whether 
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if :i letter were written ti» the Governor (leaer- 
al of India requesting him to send the King uF 
Queda up to Siam willing or unwilling it would 
lie complied with. I answered that it most cer¬ 
tainly would not, and I £ art her recommended 
that such a letter should not he written, be¬ 
cause the I Governor General iniglit justly con¬ 
strue it into a reflection upon his known honor 
and humanity. 

I now begged leave to express it as my 
own opinion, that it was not very likelv the 
King of (Juedii would come up to Siam, because 
heing a different religion and different nation 
Front those in authority, it was highly probable 
lie would feel apprehensive of the influence 
of the Governor of Ligor at the Capital, tiiis 
officer being of higher rank than himself, a 
Siamese by birth, and related to |htsoiis of the 
highest rank alwnt the Court. Of this Chief’s 
fori learning, I remarked, that the King of 
<,'uedu, from what had already transpired, could 
have nothing to hope. In relation to this point 
I now produced an extract of the original 
Malay letter of the Governor of Ligor. in which 
that chief had required the person of the Rajah 
of Qucda dead or alive, from the Governor of 
IVnaijg, and threatened this island with inva¬ 
sion if this demand were not complied with. A 
written translation of this paper had been made 
into Siamese from the Malay in with it was 
originally written, and was now explained 
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passage by passage to the Si: 1 iiiosk- negotiators. 
Whether they had before seen it or not! do 
uot know, hut tiny now seemed surprized at 
the intemperance of the language made list* 
[tif], and demanded to know if J bail the 
original letter in my possession. 1 explained 
* that I had not, as it was nut customary to re¬ 
move stioh documents from the records of 
t Joverimieiit. but that I had an authenticated 
copy in ray possession which 1 should tie ready 
to produce if it were required. I thought it 
necessary to •remark with regard to tin- in¬ 
temperate language of the ltajati of Ligor, that 
the British authority in India was not accustom¬ 
ed to receive such letters, hut that the Governor 
General of India and the Governor of Penang 
had been pleased to overlook this indiscretion 
on the part of the Chief of Ligor in their great 
desire for the friendship of His Majesty the 
King of Siam, and Jirmly believing that the 
offensive letter was the sole and unauthorized 
act oF the Governor of Ligor himself. The 
Siamese Chiefs seemed evidently anxious to 
find some apology for the intemperate language 
made use of by the Governor of Ligor, ami 
would bav© me to think that as far as we were 
concerned at least that the words made use of 
mlirht be explained by the wide difference which 
exists between our manners and customs. I 
found myself obliged to interrupt this explan¬ 
ation hv informing them in a more dee id is 1 
tone than 1 had yet taken, that no difference 
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of language or manners could authorize tin- 
holding out of on tmcepiivocal throat in what¬ 
ever terms conveyed. 

As tin' great object imposed upon me, in 
the instructions J received from the Govern¬ 
ment of Penang 1 , was the removal of the Chief 
of l.igor and the Sametr from Qucda, and the 

restoration of the Malav Government, J now 

* 

again dwelt at considerable length it [ton the 
risk and inconvenience which must he incurred 
by the Siamese Chiefs continuing to occupy 
the territory of Queda. With this view I 
brought to the notice of the negotiators, the 
i-ircu instances connected with the invasion of 
Frye, the flight of 4 or 5,000 of the native 
inhabitants of Quoda to Prince of Wales Is¬ 
land, the proof which this afforded of the 
anarchy which existed, and of the incon¬ 
venience which resulted to mtr Settlement 
from so great and sudden an accession of 
new and needy inhabitant*. When this Inst 
circumstance was mentioned, the Chiefs naked 
me if the Rajah of Queda had anv jiirisvlic- 
tion over the persons of those who took r;- 
fo^c along with him in Penang, and whether 
he could punish any of them on his own 
authority. To this i answered that he had 
not the slightest authority whatever in Penang, 
hut that every one residing within this or an¬ 
other [H>rtiuu of the British dominions, stran¬ 
gers as well as natives, were under the pro- 
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toetion of known ami fixed laws anil could not 
arbitrarily Ik- inter Cored with by any indivi¬ 
dual* Intwever high Ids rank. The Minister 
Snriwung- Kosa observed il this state of things 
t; must he highly inconvenient to the King of 
Qaeda," This had evident reference to cer¬ 
tain communications made Eo the Court in the 
letter of the Rajah of Ligur already alluded to, 

l ventured now td suggest to the negotia¬ 
tors* licit as there were many obstacles to an 
examination nf the ijiiestion at issue hi t risen 
the Rajah of Llgor and the King of Kedah at 
Slum, an officer of superior rank to either party 
might be deputed to the spot to examine into the 
affair, a proceeding by which a transaction, 
which was involved at present in many difficul¬ 
ties might be brought to a prompt and easy 
decision, Suriwong-Kosa either tniauttder- 
stood, or feigned to til I sunder stand the nature 
of the proposition, and pointedly asked 
me whether if two tributaries of the British 
Government were to ipiarrel, and one of the 
parties were to fly to a foreign power fur pro¬ 
tection, we should depute a commissioner into 
the territory of such foreign power to investi¬ 
gate the transaction. I explained that this was 
not the proposal l had offered to their con¬ 
sideration, that I had stated the Commissioner 
should proceed not to Prince of Wales Island, 
lint to Queda, which was in the Siamese ter¬ 
ritories, and that therefore the two eases were 
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not parallel, The minister replied that this 
was not the custom of tin- Siainerie, anti that 
the King always wished i4 to look into such 
matters with his own eyes." I observed upon 
this, that notwithstanding His Majesty’s high 
cluiracter, this mode o'* proceeding might he 
found inadequate to the ends of justice ami 
even of good policy ns the evidences were all 
at a distance, as the King of Qucda would 
most probably not appear, and :m at all events 
a great deni of valuable time would he wasted. 
IUs answer to ibis was little more than a re¬ 
petition of what he had said already, shewing 
the determination which listed, if possible, 
to have the Malay Prince brought up, at all 
risks, to the capital* u The Rajah of Quod a 
“ is not a child, he knows the customs of the 
u country, and if he wishes to he restored, he 
“ must come into the presence, and submit Ids 
u cause to the King." II»- enforced this oh. 
nervation by adding: " If he will hut comply 
with the wi-lies «jf the Court hi coming tip, 
w the Prince Krom-Chiat and myself who are 
“ well disposed towards him, will be answer- 
“able fur his personal safety.” I’run con¬ 
fidential information which I had previously 
received, I was fully aware that it was the 
party of these very individuals that had re- 
commended the invasion of Queda and the 
sc inure of the Kings person, ami this for an 
accusation of treason for alleged assistance 
given tu the national enemy—the ilumnms. 



I had no hesitation therefore in answering, 
that 1 could accept of no pledge whatever for 
the King Queda. as his business as far as 
related to Siam was not an affair in which we 
would interfere, but with our advice, and the 
King of Qneda must therefore he guided sole¬ 
ly by the dictates of hief own judgment. The 
use made upon this occasion of the letter trans¬ 
mitted hr the King nf Qucdn at the sugges¬ 
tion of the Supreme Government was extre¬ 
mely illiberal. The minister observed to iuf* 
* 

in reference to it that the Rajah of Qitedn 
had actually acknowledged his own offence in 
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the letter which had been forwarded through 
me. and therefore why did he not route up at 
once and receive his pardon ? I said, I was not 
aware that the Rajah of Quedn had acknow¬ 
ledged iihv offence, and believed that the ex- 

-TT * 

pression he had made use of towards his 
superior was but a complimentary one. which 
simply expressed that if lie were in Fault lie 
entreated Forgiveness. 

Referring to the inconveniences which 
might result from delay, and with n hoi* of 
enforcing mv argument in favor of the restora¬ 
tion nf the Mai III Prince. 1 here brought to the 
notice of the Siamese negotiators, that the 
Governor of Rigor -ince writ ill" the offensive 
letter of which I hod complained, had address 
cd others to the Governor of Print*e of Wales 
l'.fund in :t similar tone, and I repeated that 



its 

tin- jm'ilk tnitji|uil1itv might Up endiing in! if 
such a licence on tilt* part of this officer were 
perscvered in. tu answer to this the minister 
Nlld that express orders should W sent to tin* 
thief of Ugor and all other Siam -se <Hfieers to 
preserve tin* most guarded mudm-t with t lit■ 
liriusii authorities, in tludr future iutemium* 
with them, I here mico more protested against 
any unforeseen accident which might result 
from tl*o persmml conduct of the < *hif*f of 
Idgnr, if we were rumjielh'd upon our part to 
take any decided steps in vindication of our 
honor or character. 

1 judged tile j (resent a proper occasion to 
come to an unequivocal explmmtion teqiertiiig 
(lie jmvment nf the annual sttjiend of lt.U>n(> Dol¬ 
lars tet tin* Kiiiu; of Quedri, Imping that a know¬ 
ledge of our detefluination upon this point might 
lu- an additional argument to iwhiff the Siamese 
to withdraw from Qucda. I brought it at once 
llierefori; to tin* kiwwlcdge of the tinniest* tie- 
gociftWs, that (lie stipetted in <|uestinn was a 
donation of the British 1 iovernnieut to the iJnjah 
ami his lute father, anil that being a jmymeuT 
exclusively Id his family, it would In- appro¬ 
priated for his support as long as lie remained, 
under our protection, and regularly paid as 
Indore on his restoration. 1 had anticipated 
the probability that flu- mooting of this point 
would tiring on the question of our right of 
sovereignly in l Vi nee of Wales bland, and a 


demand UfKm the part of tin? Siamese for the 
payment of the animal stipend, but neither 
question ivon agitated. The Smnifse impir tu¬ 
tors* by their silence at least, deemed to no* 
quiesee hi mir riuht nf appropriating the stip¬ 
end* and the freq uent a ml distinct references 
made tn 1 Vinre nf Wales Island throughout 
the rmifemiec.H a Hntisli possession* left 
im ilunht whatever upon mv mind* that t lie 
Siamese funked upon our riidif nf Sovereignty 
in Penang rand the temtorv opposite to it. 
as one not to hr questioned, The right of 
the Malay lYlnee to alienate a portion of 
his tirf* being on re admitted liy the Siamese 
t’oim, a ml a total -timer of -Hi years* must be 
funked upon as a valid and suhstairiul ;i lmis¬ 
sion of if, the payment of the >ti]ieiiif which 
depended ujrtin this nJli-mitioii emihl not with 
any shew of justice be Haim j d by the pira* 
tumult after conquering the cu-sil I 

mu fully convinced. however, that it is not 
upon any ahstrart principle of ibis nature* 
that the Siamese are restrained from question* 
hig mir riLdu of sovereignty in Prince nf Wales 
Island. nr demimdimr the <tti|J4*l(il which de- 
jieuils upon onr occupying it. Inn from a real 
amt practical fear of agitating :t jKiint which 
tliev tin* very well aware, they have nnt the 
power to maintain. 

Here the conferences envied, ami consider¬ 
ing the character of i'u* HiiveriiiikenL and the 
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evident resolution they leu 1 formed on the 
(jin-da question, 1 judged it prudent and strictly 
conformable to my instructions to abstain from 
urging the subject to greater length lest t 
might run the risk of involving our Govern¬ 
ment by a further agitation of it. The only 
] toil its which have been gained, hut tliey are of 
rome value, are the virtual establishment of 
<mr right of sovereignty' in Prince of Wales 
Island and its territory on the Peninsula, our 
acquittal from the payment of the annual 
stipend to the Siamese—the probability' that the 
impression made upon the mi mb of the Siamese 
C ourt will exact from the Governor of Ligor a 
more moderate and respectful demeanor with 
the British authorities in hi* future intercourse 
with them, but above all, an insight into the 
real character of the Siamese Court and its 
resources. All the points of inferior import¬ 
ance referred to in the Minute of the I Lon hie. 
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island, 
furnished to me in the course of my coimmmi- 
vutitnoi while at that Settlement, if was soon 
found it would be inqiolitic to agitate. For 
tbis reason the subject of free and unrestricted 
trade with the Siamese and Midav Ports and 
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rivers on the west side of die Peninsula was 
abandoned as impracticable. An insuperable 
repugnance ini let* I was shown throughout, on 
the part of the Siamese Court, to enter into 
any written engagements whatever. Their 
jealousy, it must be observed, is particularly 
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directed to tin? subject of trade. Almost every 
considerable article of the produce of the coun¬ 
try suited to a foreign market, is in one shnjie 
nr another, made a subject of monojdy bv the 
Crown, and therefore every attempt of stran¬ 
gers to obtain a free trade, or to limit the 
licence of arbitrary exaction on the part of the 
Sovereign, is viewed by the Cnurt with the 
utmost jealousy and considered as an infringe¬ 
ment of the King's prerogative, or an encroach¬ 
ment upon the perquisites of Ids officers. 

To have agitated the question of territorial 
i ssinn, if it had not been prohibited in the 
last instructions of the Supreme Government) 
w ould have been found still more impolitic* 

In the possible event of the Siamese be¬ 
coming our immediate neighbours by annex¬ 
ing Qneda to the empire, and destroying the 
established form of its Government, that coun¬ 
try is necessarily placed under new regulations 
with regard to our Government. With a view 
to such a contingency L shall with great re* 
spcct, submit to the ^lost Noble the Governor 

... in Council, such reflections as have 

occurred to me upon the subject, after an 
attentive observation of the character of the 
Siamese 1 Court, and ft due attention to all the 
circumstances which will arise out of this new 
smte of things. The existing treaty with the 
State of Queda, formed with its Princes, with- 
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ml 1 ' lint sanetionod hv mi mu pies tinned 
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abrogated hy the Siamese emnpiest. ami tin* 
UritWt t ioverniuent is itt wire exonerated from 
tlit* payment of tin.' stipend, and ns m-ipunnu a 
riirlit of Sovereignty in I'niiee of Wales Island. 
The |wlic\ of forming j, similar treaty with 
Si;tm. even if it were practieahle, iipjtears to 
me to Ik* extremely ipn-stinmlile. With ;t 
view of explaining the nature of the opinions 
whirl) I Itave ln*en led to entertain on this 
Milfjert. 1 shall briefly nisi over tin* rkiiises of 
tlm treaty itself. The first and seemid nrtieles 
of it, the one stipulating For our right of ,V 
vrreitinty. and the oilier for the pivmeut of 
of the Stipend to the King of (Jnedn, are the 
only material ones and these in the event of 
a pemuinenf Suuiiese emnpiest Tierumi- nnnrr- 
essurv, Tileartirle> providing in Mi neral terms 
for a free supply of provisions, am) the tnain- 
teniniee of a friendly interrmirse are probably 
of small imp Ilia lire, Imean-M- in tins. as in 
all similar eiis-s. they must Ik- understood n*t 
naturally arising out of th ■ acknowledged 
rights of international law I set n eon neighbour¬ 
ing and friendly Jiatioiis. without the incessitv 
of conventional engage l non l >, j'l-nan-j dojit-nds 
for its supply upon the State of Quoda. and 
Qnetia depends for the principal branch of its 
revenue upon affording I'eimng this supply, so 
that whoever may he the ruler of ijuetln. he 
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will always find it his interest to ninintain a 

* 

commercial and friendly iutemmrse with the 
i'ritisli Settlement. An artieie of tin- treaty 
provides for tin* mutual surrender of slaves, 

.I another F«r time of debtors. Even if these 

stipulations tie legal according to our law, 
which I presume limy hi* iptesi toned. I venture 
tn submit whether they ihi not entail mure in¬ 
convenience than advantage upon our (iovern- 
■ iii-ut hi tin* responsibility amt cvhi odium 
whirl) it incurs in surrendering persona who 
may he >*-t kiii.ti- refuge amongst us iijmhi the 
simple assertion of no arbitrary ami despotic 
t invernment, which will often avail itself of 
such stipulations as mere instruments of op 
prcssinn, < Inc article of the treaty provides 
for the exclusion) 'if Foreign Europeans. hut 
this. I have uo scruple in saying, is altogether 
superfluous under the Siamese (invent inert t, the 
oppressive character of which affords them no 
encouragement whatever, and scarce the chance 
of a hare subsidence. Accordingly in Siam 
itself, which [Kissesses many advantages over 
tjneda, there is not a single individual of this 
description. 

Should tin* Siam .si* nation Income our 
ncighWurs, I limy wifely venture To assert 
from ivhat I htiv«* seen nT it. that its power 
just as little dangerous as that of the Malays. 
Their neighbourhood mav even he attended 
with some advantages, which we could not 
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derive From the poverty of the latter, and 
their still more barbarous mid irregular form 
of Government, The Siamese, by being 
brought into closer relations with us, will he* 
eome better nerjuainted with our character mid 
power—will be rendered more dependent upon 
our friendship and good olflees, and by being 
dually brought to appreciate our forbearance 
and moderation will learn to repose a more 
implicit confidence in us than their jealousy 
and ignorance will at present admit of. Sueli 
a state of tilings will improve and tend' to lav 
open, the commercial resources which their 
fertile and extensive territory is undoubtedly 
capably of affording. 

In the commencement of our political con¬ 
nexion with the Siamese Government* a firm 
tone and vigorous conduct will be indispensably 
requisite. The Siamese are surrounded by 
weak neighbours whom they have subjugated, 
and to whom they dictate without resistance. 
This and their great ignorance of all foreign 
nations has rendered them* although essential¬ 
ly weak and pusillanimous, vain and arrogant 
to such an extreme as to fancy themselves 
nothing less than the very first nation on the 
globe. These unfounded pretensions mislead 
them so egrpgiously that it is scarcely safe 
even to attempt to coiicilnte them, and thus the 
most moderate policy on the part of other 
nuthniii will always be in danger of being 
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construed by them Into- timidity and appre¬ 
hension for their own power. From my 
personal experience >»F this singular and im¬ 
practicable character, it is now my firm con¬ 
viction, that had the circumstances of the 
time warranted the Penang Government in 
in promptly repelling even by a Military force 
the threatened invasion of the island, the 
partial invasion of the opposite coast, and the 
threatening and arrogant Lamp mire of the f1 ov¬ 
er nor of Ligor—that the fears of the Siamese 
Court would have induced it to have made 
ample atonement—to have rttraced its steps, 
to have withdrawn its forces from Quoda, and 
evert forborne in future from meddling in the 
affairs of that Spite. 

frr.ni our long ignorance of the Siamese 
nation, we have prohabty Wit led to over rite 
its power and strength. The jk s session of a 
wide range of fertile territory affords indeed a 
eumparativelv numerous population, and such 
financial resources as enable the Siamese with¬ 
out any tut liter;. superiority, to hold in subjec¬ 
tion their [tnor and thinly peopled tributary 
stales. Their own military character is extre¬ 
mely low. Tlie whole imputation of the country, 
contrary to the practice of the western nations 
of Asia. i» unarmi'd, and thus Wing totally 
tin used to t every species of military exercise, 
and coxved by an ex (pi i site system of tyranny, 
the Siamese are necessarily a cowardly and 
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a timid people. It is from a population of 
tliia character that their force is levied by art 
indiscriminate muster and the rabble of jioa- 
santrv so raised, with old or bad arms put into 
their hands, constitute their only armies. This 
barbarous and unorganised force, independent 
of the perpetual fear of the Government of in¬ 
surrection, is utterly incapable of offensive 
operations against the smallest regular force. 
The Kingdom at tlie same time in its most 
vital part is the most defenceless that can lie 
imagined. By far the most valuable branch of 
the revenue of the kingdom and the principal 
perquisites of the Officers of Government arise 
out of the foreign trade winch is conducted 
in iI k* river Me-nam, A single gun-brig, by 
blockading the river, would put a total stop to 
the whole of this trade, and two of them 
would destroy the capital, without possibility 
of resistance from this vain but weak people f 
for the Afe-nam is accessible to vessels of this 
description at all seasons, the navigation is 
obstructed by no danger, and whether for fear 
of domestic treason, or from supbeness, there 
is not a cannon mounted to defend the capital 
or the approach to it. 

A copy of this despatch has been trans¬ 
mitted to the Honhle. the Governor of Prince 
of Wales I'land, with whom I have corres* 

{Hinded by every opportunity since iuy arrival 
in Siam. 


ir 




i lisive Jkv, 

(Si^ed) J. CRAWFimi), 

A. ii. G. 

Hung Kok 
12 July 1 m> 
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TKAXSLATIi ►N' of a letter from the 
Itajah of Ligor to the Siamese Government. 

The anny of tjnerla is now at rest ami 
there is no misunderstanding with the people 
of Prince of Wales Island. The Governor of 
Prince of V\ ales Island has given according 
tn former custom, two small vessels id war 
to iruanl the coast. The commander of one 
of these vessels came to me and a friendly 
intercourse took place between us. The Go¬ 
vernor of 1*. W. Island and the English are 
satisfied that the Siamese Army intends them 
rm mischief, and the Governor allows the 
Siamese to frequent Prince of Wales Island 
as heretofore. The Com man der of the crtlisicr 
returned a second time with three Englishmen 
uf rank along with him. These stated that 
two veeflels loaded with rice coming from 
Bengal had brought a letter From the Governor 
General (Chao Miiang BenkaUa) to the Gover¬ 
nor of Prince of Wales Island, directing hint 
to consider Quedn as a tributary of Siam, and 
prohibiting him from interfering. 

The people of the island Ling Kawi 
having rebelled, the army went thither, beat 
them and obtained possession. 1 sent news of 
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this to P. W. Island, accusing the King of 
Qaeda of having stirred up the Mala vs of 
Lang Kinvi to rebellion. The Governor of 
Penang re]'lied saying that lhe English would 
nut encourage the Rajah of Qaeda contrary ro 
the interests of the Great King, am) that they 
would by no means interfere in the affairs 
of Lang Kawi or tbe other dependencies of 
Qucdn, nor permit the King of Quedn to send 
out stores or ammunition to assist the rebels 
of Lang Kawi. 

* ii<* ; tna*r* The different trading" who come to Queda 

at present represent tin* eomitry now as in a 
state of greater prosperity than at any former 
pert oil, and they describe the people of Pri nee 
of Wale* Island as saying amongst themselves 
that small boats with 4 or a men can now go 
over to Queda with safety. News from the 
same place also states that the Tangku Abdulla, 
son of the Rajah of Queda, took ;i Malay wo¬ 
man, and offered tier for sale as a slave. The 
woman made her complaint in the Court of 
.Justice. The Governor of Penang replied, 
that if the Prince did so again he should he 
considered as an offender. A great number of 
the slaves of the King of Queda have become 
free since they came to Ptilo Penang, The 
King had punished some of them. This came 
to the knowledge of the Governor of P. W. 
Island who sent word to the King to say that 
he had sought protection under the English 
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flag, anil that lie must submit to the customs 
of the English, which did not admit of indivi¬ 
duals taking the law into their own hinds, and 
and that He must seek redress in a Court of 
J list ice. 


{A true Copy) 

(Signed) J. Crawkckd, 

A. G. G. 


A true translation 


(Signed) J. C kawfurd, 
A. G. i 


Fcditi«l 
Uunaol tal ion i. 
KjiIi^e I^h fuL 27. 


FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823. 


s„. ]h. To W. A. Clubiey Ew|re. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 


I have the honor to inform you for the 
information of the Honorable the Governor in 
('on lie it that Captain Thomas Mar Donnell of 
lire Mission Ship John Adam has heen detect¬ 
ed in carrying on an illegal trade to a great 
extent. A complaint of this conduct has Wen 
made to His Excellency the Governor General 
in Council. With a view of substantiating the 
charges against him, I have respectfully to 
request that attested extracts of such goods as 
Captain Mae Donnell may have passed through 
the Custom House at Prince of Wales Island 
may be transmitted direct for the information 
of His Excellency in Council. 


I have &ca. 


(Sd.) J. CRAWFrBO. 
Agent to the Governor General, 


Hang Kuk 
lHth July 1822, 




Bmi.'xt FNi!itie»i FnttT WILLIAM 15 th January is2,1. 
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To G, SwiJfTtijr Esqre. 

Secretarv to the Government. 


Sir. 

It is with great pain that mv duty comi>cb 
me to bring U* the notice of the Most Noble 
the Governor Genera! in Council a circum¬ 
stance of a most discreditable nature connected 
with the Mission, which I fear has been of 
fieri on s prejudice to its interests. Captain 
Thomas Me Donne! I, who sailed in command 
i f tin: Mi-sion Ship From Calcutta, has been 
detected in trading to a great extent in contra¬ 
vention r.i the Charter Party, and under cir¬ 
cumstances of much aggravation. No cargo 
appear.-, to have been brought by Captain 
McDonnell from Cnl -iifta with the exception 
of a certain quantity of Swedish iron, said to 
have been introduced as ballast, hut at Prince 
of Wales Island a large investment of various 
articles of merchandize was bid in, anil an 
additional quantity taken at Singapore, With¬ 
in a very few days after our arrival at Siam, 
Captain McDonnell appears to have commen- 
ceil the - ile of this cargo. The principal |H>r- 
son with whom he dealt was the verv Minister 
of the Siamese Government with whom I was 
carrying on a negwchtion, who abetted him in 




this Course of proceeding, which, according to 
Siamese notions, is not reckoned discreditable, 
although I had publicly informed this otti.-er 
that there was no description of merchandize 
on board the ship, and that trading was ex¬ 
pressly interdicted to every body connected 
with the Mission, At this p ti ..I I was totally 
unaware of the extent of Captain Me Donnell's 
dealings and imagined that the articles he h id 
consisted of a few* curiosities nr mere musters. 
As soon as I supported what was going for¬ 
ward, hut w hile 1 hud no direct proof of Cap¬ 
tain Me Donnell's violation of Ilia engagement s, 
I addresser] a letter t» him prohibiting all 
intercourse with the officer* of the Siamese 
Government, with n hope of [Hitting a stop to 
the illegal proceedings which there was no 
r.[Uestion ho was carrying on. Captain McDon¬ 
nell thought proper to disclaim the authority 
the Agent to the Governor General in sub¬ 
jecting him to this restraint. A second letter 
was addressed to him enforcing the first orders, 
hut lie still persevered in his disobedience. The 
Charter Party would certainly have authorized 
me upon this to have rem »ved Captain McDon¬ 
nell from the command of the ship, hot the 
del irate circumstance' under which 1 was 
placed left me no remedy hut t«> submit ti> 
Ids disregard of ruv orders: for the want of 
officers—the impossibility of knowing how to 
dispose of Captain McDonnell after being re¬ 
moved sit a foreign port—but above nil, my 


determination, if possible. to jireservc unaiii- 
initv amongst its, and to avoid exhibiting to 
the simiicse, jealously observing our conduct, a 
jwetwrc of discord in our small par tv, scarcely 
loft me itii alternative. I am in possession of 
prnnf that Captain McDonnell's interviews with 
the Minister on such occasions led to dis.uis- 
siuiis of n very improper nature, and verv pre¬ 
judicial to the interests of the negocifition* 


i >n tile - itli tif April an net of great in¬ 
discretion on the part of Captain McDonnell 
involved the Mission with the Siamese Govern¬ 
ment. lie had taken into his service a eer- 
rain Arab, a deserter from a Bombay ship, but 
living tinder the protection of the Siamese 
raws. The Siamese revenue officers had de- 
terti.'sl this person in the act of smuggling and 
he was in their custody, when Captain McDon¬ 
nell. stein- what was going forward from the 
ship, landed and effected a rescue by intimidat¬ 
ing the Siamese by the exhibition of a drawn 
stiletto, The Siamese Minister immediately 
complained to me of this outrage, hut seemed 
anxious about nothing hut the delivery of the 
Arab's person. Captain McDonnell upon ap¬ 
plication being made for the person of the 
Arab, refused at first to give [him] up, in- 
v. t hv | ns- in a tedious correspondence on the 
subject, and did not dually submit until the 
1st of May, when the ship being about to drop 
down the river, under orders to attempt to 
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cross tin* bar, ami Wins threatened with the 
responsibility for lit-r detention, lie had no 
alternative. 

On the 29th of April I addressed a letter 
to Captain McDonnell, prohibiting every species 
of trade and even interdicting him from taking 
goods ns Hal la st* This occasioned another 
nnpleasant and vexations eMrresjxnnleiice. On 
the return of Captain McDonnell from the liar 
of the river, however, on the lOth of May* 
1 received a personal pledge from him, that lie 
would rigidly abide by the Charter Party, and 
I then fully explainer I to him the sentiments of 
Ooveniment on the subject, of trad - a* en¬ 
forced in your letter of the 31st Jnmmrv. 
which 1 had just then received. 

Prom that time to the end of dune, 1 heard 
nothing nf Captain McDonnell 1 * carrying on 
trade in violation of the Charter Party, nor 
have I had anv reason to lw* dissatisfied with 
Ins general conduct in other res]>ects. On the 
2Stli of that month, however, I received a let¬ 
ter from Mr, William Storm, owner of the 
English Brig Phoenix, now lying at this place 
with a cargo fromCalcutta. informing me from 
information obtained by him at Penang and at 
Singapore, that Captain Me Donnell had brought 
a large itivestment on the Mission Ship, and 
was vending his goods at Siam to the great 
detriment of the fair trader Immediately on 


ilif receipt >'f this letter I proceeded to. seal 
die batches of the Mission Ship, preparatory 
to making the necessary enquiries upon 
the charges ]ireferred by Mr, Storm, On 
iln* Moth with a view of allowing the ship's 
work to proceed, the seals were removed 
and a military guard substituted. On the* 
hoard the ship attended by Mr, Kuther- 
ford, and made seizure of twenty five bates, 
east's and packages >>f woollens, chintzes, 
with cloths and glassware. Captain McDonnell 
had now offered to pas the I kit of the river 
drawing twelve Feet water only although ever 
since the 1st of Ma» lie had refused to pass 
drawing less than thirteen and half feet. This 
was in consequence of n certificate furnished 
to me bv 1 upturn Smith o[ the Phoenix and his 
first officer i lee luring that it was perfectly safe 
and easy to jwiss the bar of the river with 
twelve feet. In consequence of lids, 1 had 
ordered the ship to be immediately prepared 
for sea. and it liecnme nwcssw therefore to 
remove the guard of Scjkjcs to allow the 
ship's work to go on, and enable Captain 
McDonnell, bv discharging a portion of the 
stores and ballast, to lighten the ship to a 
draft of twelve feet, 1 Imd no alterative in 
this situation except receiving from Captain 
McDonnell a 'perith at ion of the goods which 
hud Wen scizud, and u receipt for the whole 
and u counter receipt by Iris first officer winch 
I accordingly obtained. < >rt the evening of the 


;}il oF July, J received private information ffom 
Mr. >tnrm and ('vpUim Smilh of the Phoenix, 
tint Captain McDonnell was clandestinely 
landing goods from tin* Ship John Adam. 
Step* were imiii-slintely taken for the seizure 
of tin* goods as they passed along, but it 
was too Into. On the 4th an official com- 
munieathm came to me from Mr. Storm on 
the subject, imri five affidavits were sworn to 
before me of the fart of goods being landed 
from the John Adam anti traced to the Portu¬ 
guese factory. A military guard was again 
sc-nt on board. Captain Me Donnell Was called 
upon for un explanation, ami his first officer 
for an attested list and spec ideation of the 
goods alleged to have been landed from the 
John Adam. Captain McDonnell in Ids an¬ 
swer alleged that he was binding various art- 
ieles with the intention of lightening the ship, 
and informed me that his first officer could 
render no account of these articles as they 
were not delivered over into his charge. In 
the same letter he tendered his resignation, 
to prevent, os he Slid, unpleasant complaints. 
In a letter which 1 addressed to Captain 
McDonnell the following day, I called upon 
biio personally for a specification of the art¬ 
icles which lie had landed, and directed that 
they might he reshaped immediately, or that 
h ■ would furnish me with an order to receive 
thorn wherever they might lie found. A letter 
was at the same time addressed to the first 


officer directing him tri furnish :i list of the 
goods landed cm the 3d with such information 
as it was in his power to give respecting them. 
Captain McDonnell in his answer refused com¬ 
pliance with tiie orders I had given him, and 
Mr. Dolge, the first officer of the ship, stated 
that the goods were never delivered into his 
charge, nor that of any other officer in the 
all ip, and that, as no cargo hook was kept, 
he could only in general state that on the 3d 
instant no less than five boat loads, con -listing 
of halos, cases JSrcn. had been landed from the 
ship John Adam and one boat kind early on 
the morning of the -1th and, to the best of his 
belief, all conveyed to the Portuguese factory. 
In consetjuence of this 1 addressed a letter to the 
Portuguese Consul, publicly (’ailing upon him 
to surrender the goods. 11 is answer stated that 
lie was permitted by his Government to trade, 
that he was unaware of anything illegal in the 
transactions to which 1 had alluded, but ad¬ 
mitted that he had commercial transact inns 
with Captain McDonnell, 

T liere wns good reason now to believe 
that Captain McDonnell had cum mi ted a frau¬ 
dulent transaction, and for this reason l did 
not immediately accept his resignation, that 1 
might have an opportunity of investigating his 
conduct. ()» the bth 1 nr -urdingly sent Lieu¬ 
tenant Rutherford with my clerk on board, 
directing that the twenty five hales nod cases 
fir which 1 held Captain Mu Domicil*!, receipt 


should be examined, and that the examination 
should tike place in the presence of Captain 
McDonnell himself and his officers. Captain 
McDonnell nov refused to permit the goods to 
he examined, unless 1 furnished him liefore- 
hand with a receipt in full for the goods, and 
he sent me a sketch in pencil uf the receipt 
which he required. I bad no remedy left hut 
to suspend Captain McDonnell from the com¬ 
mand of the ship, which I did accordingly, 
nominating in Ids room Mr. Drown, late first 
officer of the ship, who had been dismissed by 
Captain McDonnell, but who received from 
him thereafter a certificate stating that he was 
in ail respects lit for the command. 

• • » • 

It is unnecessary for me to add that the 
conduct which I have now described has been 
of scrhiii?, prejudice throughout to the interests 
of the Mission, and utterly subversive of those 
principles of modern turn and conciliation so 
strong!v enforced in the instructions of the 
Most Noble the Gencrnor General in Council 
and which l made it my duty to explain and 
enforce in a public communication on the very 
first duv of our arrival at the Siamese capital. 

t • • • 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) J. Crawfckd 
Agent to the Govenor General. 

Bangkok 
11 th July 182:*, 


no 


Bcnuni mikmi F< iRT WILLIAM IStU Janry. 1823. 

I l!3 p ¥oL 2T. 

So. at. To G-. Swnrros Esqre. 

Foil. Dept, Sit l to ( oil t rmiiL nt. 

Sir. 

I kiul the Imnur to report for the Informs^ 
tiun of the* Most Xolik* the Governor (.ienenil 
•Av^fjiV# J n Council in iny si^pnti-h of the 10th of June. 1 
&rti*wr*t* ^ negotiation with ilu- Court of Shun 

hail been brought to a conclusion. The fuunver 
to the letter of His ExecSlcuev the Most Noble 

«F 

the Governor General and ilia oilier dmnunent 
alluded to in that dispatch were brought to me 
on the 12th of the same month, and authenti¬ 
cated translations of them are now enclosed. 
< >n these translations lK-ing effected, I had 
the mortification to discover that material 
alterations hud been made in both, hut parti¬ 
cularly in the latter, in which the clause in 
favour of a free and Fair commerce was 
changed for a pledge of assistance from 
the officers of Government. After the many 
examples 1 hud already had of the want of 
candor on the part of the officers oF the 
Siamese < my eminent I knew it was in vain 
to remonstrate and judging that an exposure of 
this circumstance might possibly lead us into 
embarrass incuts 1 considered it most prudent 
to forlk-ur even from bringing the matter to 
the notice of the Siamese Goveruiucnt at all. 
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and accepted of the documents as they wort* 
transmitted. The only concession!; gained to 
our trade are, an invitation to receive it from 
every quarter, an engagement that the duties 
shall not he raised Wyond their present 
amount, ami that the officer** of Government 
shall aid and assist British merchants in 
their commercial transactions. Many person¬ 
al assurances were added to these, which my 
exj>erienrt‘ of the Siamese Court forbids me 
from placing a too implicit reliance upon, t 
had certainly hoped at one period for the 
attainment of more solid advantages than those 
L have now ©numerated, hut the interests of a 
powerful pjirtv opposed an insuperable ob¬ 
stacle, which no iiugociation could overcome. 
At all events when the full proceedings of the 
Mission are laid before tin 1 (fovermuetit. 1 
humbly trust that His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General will believe that 
no pains, diligence or forbearance under dif¬ 
ficult cir cum stances, have Wen wanting towards 
effecting the washes of Government. 

The answer to the letter of Ui> Excellency 
the Must Noble the Governor General, it will 
lie perceived, is not in the name of the King. 
Certain informalities in His Excellency's letter, 
touching the quality of the paper on which it 
was written, and similar points with tin* usage 
of the Siamese Court on like occasions, were 
pleaded in apology Fur Mis Majesty's not ad- 
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dressing the Moat Noble the Governor General 
directly, On jnv part, I declined receiving an 
answer From the Minister addressed to His Ex* 
eelleucy tlie Most Noble the Governor General, 
and insisted that the letter should lie written 
to one of the Secretaries, in consequence of 
wltii-li it was finally agreed that the Second 
Minister of the Foreign Department should 
tuldre&s the Persian Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment. The other document after various at¬ 
tempts to give it the more regular form of a 
treats, took its present shape at the spontaneous 
desire of the Siamese Ministers, 

A detailed account of the negotiation and 
other proceedings of the Mission will he laid 
before the Most Noble the Governor General 
in ('on net I id due course. 

I am happy to he enabled to report tliat 
die Mission Ship is preparing to puns the liar 
of the river on the 19th of this month, with a 
view to the prosecution of her voyage direct to 
Cochin China, and I trust that I shall be en* 
ahJed to rejHirt that she has safely passed the 

bar. bv the same opportunity by which this 
dispatch is transmitted. 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) J. Cbawvhud 
Agent to the Governor General. 

Bangkok 
13th July IH22. 
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[Xoi*—The translation of the letter of 
Fhmvft Fipit Kora Bad™ Balat tu Mr. 
Frinsei*, dated 2ti May 1M22, is printed in 

Cravvfurd's j*Jmbas$tf to Hitim, pp* 

172-171.] 
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ctnjsii [’oiitiLii l oin WILLIAM 25th Janv. 

CyfiStlltnlinn*. 

Ijn,‘c ISO, raj, *7. " -- 

Translation of the letter of Plimyu Chula 
line ha Jlnutri to Mr, Crawford, 

The letter of Phraya Chula Pacha Mnntri, 
Collector of the Customs and Duties on Ships 
in the Port of tin- Court of Pmh Malm Xu Icon 
Si-Ayuthin, to Mr. CiwvfurtL 

The Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal 
{Chao Muting Ben tat la) commanded Mr. 
Crawfurd to come to Siam to open a wav to 
friendship and commerce, and to request per¬ 
mission for English ships to trade to this 
capital, and permission to buy and sell with tin- 
Merchants of Siam, paying duties as formerly. 
The lhijah Frah-Klang directs me to express 
his satisfaction at the contents of the letter of 
the Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal, and to 
address a letter to Mr. Crawford in the form 
of an Agreement to say, that if English mer¬ 
chant ships come to the port of the capital, 
U]wn their arrival at the mouth of the river 
they shall be searched by the Governor of 
Pah tut m. and their small arms and cannon 
I an dei I according to former custom, and then 
the ship he conducted to the capita!. As 
soon ns they arc anchored the Collector of 
( nstonis sli'ill afford nil assistance in buying 
and soiling with the merchants of Siam,'and 




the duties juuI charges shall not he more than 
heretofore, nor afterwards in.- rais<si. Let 
English uisrchnnta come to Siam to sell and 
buy in conformity with this Agreement. 

This letter of Agreement was written on 
Thursday, in the Till month, the Jfd day of the 
Dark Half of the Moon, in the year of the 
lions (lMli dime one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two.) 



Few i i h \ Ifcc^nk 
St rail* Sr-iUL-mttfMi, 
t«L SJ b 
pp. £K4%tf 


Ag*n* Uf lb* 

lltrtt-miir 

I Jter, SWS 2 r 


KnlfT t'OKXWAJ.US the lfcc. t 1822. 


Vi EXT TnTIlE GOVERNOR GENERA! 


To W. S, CHACBtiKT Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government. 

+■ 

sir. 

The instructions delivered to nit- by the 
Honorable the < inventor and Council on my 
way to Siam having pointed out the Diud- 
ings, or miller the Island of I'angkur in the 
Straits of Malacca, as eligible for a com¬ 
mercial establishment and a desirable ncijui- 
sition from the I Vince of Pera through the 
authority of his liege, the King of Siam, with 
;i view of j possessing myself of the best inf or- 
motion resecting it, 1 touched upon it in my 
way down the Straits, and have herewith the 
Honor to submit an attested extract from mv 
orticisl journal respecting it. 

1 have &ca, 

{Signed) J. Crawford. 


Penang 
-d Dec, 1822 . 


A. G. G. 





Extract From the Journnt of the Agent to 
the Governor General on a Mission to the 
Eastward. 

As ;m European Establishment, with 
which view it Inis been contemplated, this 
island, though the harbour l»e good, more 
east I v accessible tluin any other which has 
been named for this purpose, and far more 
in the direct track of native commerce than 
Penang, is certainly upon the whole imsuit 
able. Jf is on the one hand too for into tlie 
Straits fur a place of resort and refreshment 
for our navy in the iJnv of Bengal, and mi 
the other umch tun far to the west to he no 
emporium for tin* commerce of the nations tn 
the eastward of tie* Strait' of Malacca, in¬ 
dependent of these primary objections there 
seeins scarcely a spot ou the Island level 
enough for cultivation or even for convenient 
:iiul comfortable habitation. 

The prospect of deriving unv heneiit from 
the working of tin mines in this island, even 
under an European Government, supposing the 
ore to exist in sufficient abundance appears to 
me to he mure than i|uestionable. The whole 
island is u« abrupt, hard, granitic rock, from 
which the ore emifd not be extracted with any 
profit in the state of skill and industry wbicb 
exists among the natives of the country, or 
even mining the ('lunette themselves, In Ikincji 
and other place', where abundance of tin is 
produced ill these countries, the ore is found 




ill sititntimis extremely different, that is, in 
streams through the soil of the low lands, From 
which it is easily extracted, readily melted, 
and finally, when smelted, affording :t metal of 
superior value to what is obtained by tht* 
laborious process of mining in rocky districts. 

(A true Copy ) 

(Signed) J, Crawtttrt> 

A. G. G. 


Kii^tory 

Sifniifr 

vi*\ *7. p.p. ^84®] 


FOKT t'OllNWALLIS the 12 Dec1822. 


IT APPEARING that the views of this 
i iov eminent rei|H>i‘tin^ the lshun I of I'nnkuur 
had nut np|>eared to Mr. (’rawfurd in the saint* 
light as watt intended, the following explana¬ 
tory letter whs addressed to him on the 
subject. * 

To .Inns Cilawh hh Esquire 

Agent to the Most Noble the 
Governor General. 


Sir. 

I have the honor by direction of the 
llonhle, the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d 
Instant and its enclosure, respecting the Island 
of Pankour. 

In expressing the acknowledgments of 
Government for the information obtained by von. 
and in reference to the Minute by the President 
. ^ , w . Sfttii- dated the 28 September 1818* an Extract from 
ni. 72 . w hich formed a part of Enclosure 12 in Mr, 
Secretary Clublev's letter of the 31 December 
stmii* wl# 1*21,* I am directed to observe that this Gov- 
" ,J **■' M cm men t, notwithstanding the permission of the 
Supreme Government, granted in March 1818. 
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did not consider the subject of stiffuient conse¬ 
quence to undertake the occupation gf Punk our 
a» a Settlement of importance and 

consequent expense but merely contemplated 
the possession of a right, recognized by tin* 
Siamese Court, to establish a small militjir% 
pfjift flit-re for the better suppression of pi race, 
and for encouraging a trade between Perali and 
this Island, in tin, ns nn advantage which, if 
the same could hare been attained without cn- 
tering into negotiations which might have been 
troublesome to the Mission, it might have 
been worth while to obtain. 

1 have Jire- 

(Signed) W. S, CnAChoKi 

Aetg. Secy, to Govt. 

Fort (Tom wallis 
■1 December I 
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Fc HiT WILLIAM Ifth Jnnuurr 1A2& 


To tJKnfliih: Swiyms Es<jre. 

Secretary to the Government, 

Sir, 

At the termination of the Mission to the 
Eastward I have the honor to lay before lIts 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council a general summary of its 
results in the Scientific Department, 

* * * * 

Five Charts upon a Urge scale of the 
Eastern Coast ami head of the Gulf of Siam; 
a chart of the river of Siam on a large scale 
from actual surrey; an outline chart of the 
Gulf of Siam; a chart of the group of islands 
citied Si eliang in the Gulf of Siam from an 
actual survey; a delineation of a portion of 
the Anamhas Islands in the * hina Seas, and 
a chart of a portion of the North-West Count 
of Borneo, being in all ten charts, I d these 
are added ;t descriptive Memoir, 

The whole of the coasts and countries 
delineated in those charts have either never 
been described or delineated before, ur much 
less accurately so than by Mr, llrowo. 

* * • 

In relation to the Surveying Department, 
it is almost unnecessary fur me to submit that 




the cautions recommended in the instruct ions 
of the Government on this subject have been 
strictly attended to. At Siam, the esqa-ess 
permission of the Government was obtained 
for using our surveying ami astronomical in¬ 
struments. . 

• • * • 

E have -Seen, 

(Signed) J. Craivvciili 
Agent to the Governor General. 

Kedgeree 

S9t1i Du'em! >er \S'2± 


Boitfftt PeSLlim! 

ClfftVBitHlEcmilU 
fiariqt* J 3 S, tuJ, 2 ? 


t oliT WILLIAM Mil, Jan., 


S‘--H List of |)rfNcut» fruit) tW King „f Siuiu 

♦ . . fur His hx(!(*lti*ncv tin* Must XuUft* till' 
Cinvorttctr (ii'ttcniL Itra. 


I'l'oiu tin* Kin!* ,,f Sin in. 


fU* Skills nf Till. 

* f»nl i* Jtonkets <>f Hum Unniboj?. 

H Jiitys of ('nitUumiiiis 

13 Hags uf Kagli? WmkJ. 

4 ilnifs uf liwtjitiiiiii. 

In Efapliarits T,f-tlu 

-14 of Snjjar. 

- 1 - fiogfi nf lVppi'r. 


I'or ttil* Airi-ui to tin* (fi>M*ninr Itonrrnl. 


<»J I5:iiis nf Snojir. 


(Sjpin4[) ,\_ { n,umni>, 

A. (L 6. 








[Ln-sj I'dirEml 

COtaMtOlUiJkK 


(’*€JliT WILLIAM .it], Jan,, ls$L 


Ni?. Itti 
hJL LJqir 


I" J. i 'luwf-riuj Ksi|j- L ‘. 

tVra. tVca. &eit. 


•Si r. 


l. \uur dispatches , , . reporting the 
progress and transactions of your Mission 
liiul its return to ( aloitta, having been sub¬ 
mitted to the Honorable the Governor General 
iu < nuncil. [ am now directed to communicate 
to you the following id,serrations and orders 
nf < >ov eminent on the sever*! points to which 
d*ey respectively relate. 

J* 11 it* Hi n ion, h k* t he G overn or G mem 1 
m * 'ounei! is necessarily prednded from 
forming a conclusive judgment on tin* exact 
d^ree in which the various objects contem- 
plated by the Mission have been attained until 
the details of your proceedings shall have ken 
submitted by you ■ hut from the smnnin rv 
statements now kfore trovernment it affords 
him much gratification to observe that die 
essential (mints of estaM lining more friendly 
and liberal commercial relation with the 
Kingdoms of Siam anil Cochin China, appear 
to Irnve been successfully accomplished to 
as great ail extent as was anticipated by 
Government, considering the well known 
jealousy of intercourse with European Nations 





v 

I ,i 

entertained by the barbarous (‘ourts to which 
you were accredited, 

-*■ At Cochin ('Lina in particular vonr 
Fm'jition appears to have been extrcineSv 
friondlv. nml the (tonc^ions in favour of our 
trotle with ttsspert to imposts, as well ns the 
gem-ral a>au'tini'f*s of protection tun I enemim- 
gen 101 It, hold out it fair prosjtecf of a consider¬ 
able extension of noinniercia] speculation in 
tlmt ipmrtcr. The information also contained 
in your dispatches, relative to the resources 
and political character of those kingdoms, is 
t onsiih r.sl to be highly interesting. 

i, hi as far tlii-rctnrc a» the Miiiuimrv 
reports now before him. furnish materials for 
forming a judgment, the Governor General in 
('mulct] is satisfied that yon have employed 
every effort to promote the objects of the 
Mission entrusted to your charge, ami that to 
vour judicious ami conciliatory rondo-t in 
ymir intercourse with the singular people with 
whom you bad to deal is mainly to I*- ascribed 
the favourable impression which the Mission 
appears to have produced at the Courts of both 
>Stnili and Cochin t hiiri. It is also Iiiirhlv 

O -«1 

satis Factory to the Honorable the (iovernor 
General in (Yumcil to learn that the eomliiet of 
ail tin- officers attached to your Mission has 
been siteh as to merit your warm commrnda- 
tiiill in the discharge i f their fct vend duties. 


DtajmLfrK*** 
itnlfil 2^Tfcp 
-J TH | HtU Jflljr 

* «*tf i 


friifcWU’41 * 

I^Uv Jitly. 

*.SW 

ru/.$r, 


■>. I mm proceed to advert specifically to 
'in n id your dispirrhrs as report* imv parti¬ 
cular notice sit tin? present mmuoit, reserving 
ft further romnuniirntion of tin* sentiments «>£ 
1 *overntii€Ht on tlm genera! ({ucsdon for n 
fnrnre opportunity, when the promised detail* 
your Mission shiill have Wen taken into 
consideration. 

11 1,1 dispatches adverted to in the 
iiniiitin, relating to the ipiestion of the .Swedish 
iron and the misconduct of ( hptain McDonnell, 
'itll Is* transmitted to the Marine Hoard with 
dilutions to institute such further enquiries 
into those transactions ns may enable Govern- 
mem to determine to wlmt extent the owners 
are liable Ruder the ( imrfer l'arty to jay the 
\.ihie of ail stii’h merrharidht# shipped on Imard 
the John Adam without your knowledge ami 
consent, (midI men hnttdi/e heinir declared 1m- 
Ide jo eonfim-utiuij) or to n demand at least for 
freight as well as for a demurrage during the 
whole period the ship wns detained at S iam 
through the iiiisc.hi* t of the Commander. 


,s - lids dUputeh eon tains the report of (' 
yoor discussions with the Court of Siam relati ve 
to Quedn and other tributary states in which 
the Government of Prince of Wales Island is 
concerned, Hn these ipiesdona 1 am directed 
to state to you. that the tenor of your comma- 








iiif"(tii>ns t;i tin’ Siamese lourt i> eoitsldered to 
have Wen extremely judirinits. It is highly 
sutisfaetorv to the Honorable the Governor 
General in {‘miiicil to loam that von eonsider 
tlx* result of ytutr diseUKsUills with the <V>urt 
of Siam to have established :i virtual strknmv- 
ledgiuetit oF *mr right of sovereignty in iVnang 
and tlx- laud oil till* IVmitsnta, and that 
even in tin* event of the Malay Govern - 
itii*nt of (Jucda belli*: [imminently superseded 
Uv tin* establishment of a Siamese authority 

V + 

in ihxit i|iu*rtetv vmt do nut a|i]»ri:-1ieiid any 
injurious rnnSi-<)UHH-i.-S tn tlif iiitm^Hts of 
Prince* of Walw fshmil from miicIi h revu- 
hitioiK 


IK in snrli it rontiiigi k ncy us that above 
supposed, the tlononible the Umwimr General 
in (‘oiiih il entirely lonmrs with vmi un the 

m * 

irromiiLs stated in your dispatch in the impolicy 
of forming n ntm treaty with » Siamesw *inv- 
nrmnrnt of (Jucclii, similar to that existing 
with the priorit exiled Kinir. mm mudimr 
under niir prott-etiiiii at IVnanjr. 


T^i -l.^ilchn 
dm# I ml* 
[tanubnr* 


* .% r .V mtr / 


ID. These dispalrln*'.refer to the presents 
reee^cd front the King* of Slam and ( urliin 
t’liiim, and to those intended for the latter 
In ell have Wen brought bark. With regard 
to all art teles of present*, you will be pleased 
in deliver them over t" the Aiding lYndiin 
Sin>ret,ivy. vvbo will W instructed to receive 
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charge of them and dispose of them under the* 
i>nJtT> of Government. 

* • • « • 


I lutve &m. 

(Siiftieil) G. SwtXToS 



Seerv, to Govt. 

C'otuit il CliuitiWr, 


loth January 1K23. 

* 
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F^R*c**K FORT 1‘uUKVVALUs die *; Harrii 

^TmiT* Sr i t L'.'IC-r(|l ft, 

pp. -—---——---■ 

( *nil Kt of paging. 

Hr.SwfL-toy Ml*. Ski ItY. SWIXTOK. FlHtT Wlf.LlAH. 

HwEntoti Purt 

WiHsBm * Jnfi L „ _ 

tm 

■ -M -W'tfM. *° " ■ ^ Ct.tTBI.EY 

SereMry to Government of 
I'rinee of Wak*s Island. 

Sir. 

Adverting to the subject of Mr. I 'rawfurd's 

* it.-. a. . despatch to my address of rlie 13th duly Inst.* 

* *”'"/*£ li3 relative to the affairs of Qucihi, in connection 

with the Government of Siam, of which a copy 
is already in the possession of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, 1 am directed to in¬ 
timate to von, that the Honorable the Governor 
General iu Council will lie happy to receive 
a cinmmitdcation of tiie sentiments of the 
Government of Penang on the various topics 
I herein discussed. 

± It will be sufficient to remark on the 

present.union that the general tenor of Mr. 

< Yawfurd’s discussions with the Court of Siam 
relative to Qued&, has been approved by the 
Governor General in Council. and that Mr. 
t"rawturds views with regard to the future 
policy to be observed towards the kingdom of 
Qtiedfl and other l f etty Suites tributary to 
Siam, and the inex|fettiencv of forming a new 
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treaty simitar to rlie une now sulintaiiii^ with 
Qtiedit in the event of it* iKH'iiniiikL; the scat 
nf a ,Siamese authority. ap{K + ;ir tu U- jiKlimmts, 

t have Jfceii. 

(Signed) G* Swum in, 

Seerv. to Govt. 

■ 

l-ort William 
l.s Jrunmrv 


Jttingti *<*J t A&. 


FORT WILLIAM flili April IKS3, 


S« ii. 
P"'Hr. i%pi 


* n'JlW .,1 

* .Wf 

■W. Affl.y 


Til (i folio h SwiNTnN Ks<]lv. 

Serrotary to <ti>\ernmejiE. 

Sir, 

I have tin* honor to {(knowledge flu- 
“fyour letter of yesterday's date [31 March 
1N23],* with enclosed cn|iv of dispatch from 
the (mverunient ntf iVinee of Wales's I>lnnd* 
anil tran-intion of a l< iter from the- Siamese 
Minister*, ;md directing me to submit sueli 
remarks n> nitwit iH-i-itr to mo on the siihjeei 
of the loiter. 

I luive a!re;tily had the honor of laving 
before tin* (loveniment a faithful narrative of 
die proces-fimirs of the minion and of iuv 
neL-u-iation*. with the C'unit of Siam and inn 
few days in_v finiit report on the same snhji et 
will be presented. !t will not therefore Ih- 
mit'ssiin for me at present to enlarge u]iott 
this subject. ami ! shall confine myself to 
imteh observations as are sttggested hy the 
objections mlvnneeii against mv public pp-~ 

ftwlinpi in tin- letter of the SinniGse Minister. 

* 

Hie first objection that seems to be urged 
against me S'*, flint 1 e\ei*cd(.*d my instructions 
bv asking for inert' than I was authorized. 
I his alh _attnji j> mi little consonant to fact 





r’wr in flu* demands niiiile by me in my nego- 
emtinn I really did not go one half the Length 
to which my instructions might have autho¬ 
rised me. I claim indeed no merit for this, 
for upon a nearer view of the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment I soon discovered that many of the 
objects contemplated in my instructions, how¬ 
ever valuable* their exei-ution was impraetica- 
hle and unattainable, and in forbearing to urge 
them T observed only that degree of discretion 
'vhieli must necessarily have ln-en practised by 
any jierson of common prudence in my situa¬ 
tion. It would have been agreeable to mv 
instruction*. for example, to have requested an 
exemption from the vexatious mode of levying 
the export and iinjstrt duties. It would have 
fleet] agreeable to them also to have requested 
a free trade in the articles of Koval iiionojioly. 
and it would have beet) hi acconianee with mv 
instructions from l Vnang to have demanded a 
cession of territory and a direct trade with the 
dependencies of the Siamese Government, 
1 he agitation of such questions, however, 
which 1 knew must prejudice our interests, 
was carefully avoided, and I routined myself 
to a few necessary points such as would place 
our trade on a practical footing for our mer- 
i Hants, trusting to time, good fortune, and 
mood conduct for enlarging it. 

W Uh resju'ct to niy having ever asked 
permission for British merchants to reside in 


Siam, tliis is a puint whirls 1 ran safely deny. 
1 never thought sueh a thing practicable nr 
useful, and upon this subject I new I only refer 
to the strong opinion which I ( i x]sressed re*- 
[hcetiug the iiiqirartUabilitv of Europeans re¬ 
siding under any circumstances under the 
Siamese (rover nine tit is my despatch mjiref- 
ing the affairs of QnecU and IVnnng. 

I must take the liberty here, however* 
u£ suggesting, having seen the original Malay 
letter, that the expression rendered Pesideut 
Merchants in the Penang translation Inis 
probably reference to the e$t ihi isliment of u 
British commercial agent. Jr will he seen 
cm reference to the paper* laid before (my- 
ernnienfc by Mr* Morgan that the Prince Kroui 
Chiat aud the very Minister who is the anchor 
of the present allegation, the umclves suggested 
the establishment of a British consulship. If 
the charge should he found to refer to this, 
Mr. Morgan also* both in writing and r<nicer- 
satiuiu urged upon my attention the establish¬ 
ment of jj ('otmtJsEiip as the only possible 
means of giving security to British merchant* 
frequenting Siam, and when I arrived at that 
place itself l actually found a Portuguese one 
promised, while the very individual who was 
to till the hitter was named to oie by the Prali 
Klaitg himself. I iuler all these idreiiuistnnees 
it will not appear surprising that the e*iah!jsh- 
inent of a consulship should have appeared to 


Il,e * pftnttiaibl * and useful hi :i-’.uv. J sttg- 

■' ft iHTIII-tiilirjy. Illlt I IK’ijlljm] a 

1 r kjj. iivledge of till- clut meter c*t" tilt* 
Siamese, I .‘inih discovered flu- propriety of 
aba mi oiling the demand. I must observe, 

however. in regard In it that .Ifrim lmatiun 

' V;b ** Vc “ J ' expressed tmrurds tin* appointment 
by tin* Siamese m'goeiiitiprs. 

. Ttie I'rah Klangs letter gratuitously iiuu- 
ribiett Hint to wake any thing the subject »f 

Ticgocintiui.it expressly spevihi d in rln- 

i jitViTiini* (rpneral - letter was an exceeding nf 
my orders, yet he was fully aware that His 
hxeeHent-y's letter re* Ferret I to his ago lit fur all 
particulars. and lie chose freipionl I v in con¬ 
versation to make this very point the subject 
id personal emu plaint to myself, urtfullv con¬ 
gratulating mi. the confidence reposed in 

nte by so high an authority, 

I trust tJuii bun eminent will scarce! v 
think it msmssary for we to disavow the indis- 
ereet curiosity ascribed to me whore I and the 
gent lei lien of the Mission are represented as 
drawing maps and sounding rivers. Express 
permission was in<iced given by the* i'rali (Clang 
himself t» make free use of mir astronomical 
and surveying instruinelite within a fortnight 
after out arrival, and this permission was volun¬ 
tarily continued by his chief, the Prime Kruni 
i’liiet. It m> hap|iei)wL however, tliat neither 


til*.* astronomical m»r surveying instruments 
were ever made row of. mid that the greater 
number of them were never even taken out of 
their proses (luring our *t;iy at Siam, owing to 
tilt- accidental s'n'liiietisnf tlir- officer in charge 
of them, flu* step uf Mtrvi'yiiij* a of 

• desert islands at the head of tin* gulf, if this 
he alluded in, could certainly Jiave hail no 
bearing w 1 1 a lever upon the interest* of the 
mission for it took place m-ar a month after we 
had quitted Siam, and I think seanvK |es* 
than two after the uegociatioii had terminated. 

[ ran solemnly deelare that tljje whole of 
my hit ere nurse with the Siamese Court was 
roost punctiliously guarded, and that the utmost 
forbearance was shown tinder circumstance* 
more irksome and pniiiful than it jus been tin* 
usual lot of persons holding such trusts as 1 
did to submit to. The ceremonial prescribed 
at our introduction to tin- King, for example, 
was cheerful h coin plied with, no impatience 
was ever displayed at the delay* and snhtcr- 
file's practised by the Minister himself to 
annoy and perplex us, and we were so far from 
sounding rivers or making charts that for my 
own part 1 seldom went abroad without a con¬ 
fidential person from this very minister to 
accompany me, while the trlHing drawings 
which were made ot temples ami other objects 
of curiosih were frequently sent t>> him for 
his satisfaction, One other proof of mvde no 
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to c0nc ’^ ate * liimadf that i might visit the 
wn k*n Princes and Chiefs opposed t<i his own party at 
the Court, hut evidently ns if lie would have 
been happv that i declined doing so. To 
prevent giving umbrage and to avoid throwing 
obstacles of any sort in the wav of the mission, 
I accordingly declined visiting every [lersmi 
unconnected with the party to which he he 
htnged and I may add that he was pleased to 
make this discretion and forbearance <m niv 
part the subject of personal compliment upon 
several occasions. 

I hat 1 spared no pains on all occasions to 
obtain information respecting the* state of the 
country and especially of its commercial in* 
terests is w hat I am proud to avow. This w:i* 
especially pointed out to me as »u object of 
attention in my instructions, ami to have 
inflected jt would have appeared ro me a 
desertion of duty. Whatever information h is 
been obtained will lie faithfully laid before the 
Government and I confess 1 have cause to fear 
tiwit it mav be considered that we Live rather 
effected too little than too much with regard 
to the means employed In tmr enquiries. The 
only fair subject of comparison to which I can 
refer is the first mission of Col : Synies to the 
Hitriiuis. a people of similar manners and si* 
mtlnr prejudices with the Siamese, and here 
I find that a professed surveyor was em- 
ploved. tiiat surveying and astronomical in* 
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struments won? freely used, that a complete 
survey of the river Iruwndv was the result, 
unit that a great deal of general information 
respecting tin* state of the count rv was besides 
obtained, 

nf the vague rumour* attempted to lit* put 
in the month of mV two mtcrpircters, 1 since- 
cerely believe that there is not the slightest 
foundation for them, ami l had every reason 
to lie satisfied with the fidelity [of] both these 
jiereons* In resjieet to the objects of the 
Mission I purposely made them acquainted with 
it that through their casual von vernation with 
the natives our real intention might be convey* 
is! through channels less suspected than my 
own direct assertions* or that of the other 
European gentlemen of the mission, and [ have 
every reason to Irtdicve that the efforts which 
1 mud' with tins in view were not unsuccessful. 
I had direct testimony that the Chinese mid 
Siamese merchants would have been glad tn 
h ive seen a fair trade established with us. and 
I am convinced that all understood our true 
motives except those who were directly in¬ 
terested in misinterpreting them. 

The Malay interpreters continued at Siam 
contrary to my judgment, but at their own 
earnest desire, in hopes of passing across the 
Pen insula [mid] of returning more '•jicediiy to 
their families at t’eniing. In this they were 


disappointed. for 1 had no sooner emir a wav 
than they wore seined upon, and it appear* 
1‘n-iu the letter of the I1 ordde. the Governor of 

I Tima* nf Wales’* Isinttcl that thev are down 

» 

tn this moment forcibly detained. Fritter these 
e ire urn stance.'. what store ninv have lieen e\- 

■ V 

terted from their Fears it i» impost hie to say. 
ii<>r docs it stem of much importstnee, 

» 

With respect to the conduct of individuals 
of our own nation in their intercourse with the 
Siamese, I emmot deny that upon some orra- 
siou> it was extremely indiscreet, such m t» 
nitihamifM me, and |>erhups finally to leave on 
the minds nf the Siamese an unpleasant 
impression of <mr national ehnrurter, The 
greater part of this misconduct. however, 
having taken place after the Mission (putted 
Siam, had nec-essjrily no hearing upon its In¬ 
terests, mo- vexatious ns it proved to me, have 
! ever a*erihed to it our failure to obtain a fair 
trade at Siam. 

This failure had its principal source in a 
eiiw which. I presume here otme more to 
r. peat it. the most skilful uegoeiatinn and the 

iihist nmeiliatiHV conduct in cverv party di- 

reetI y or indirectly com-erned mild not hnn* 
heeJi adequate to remove. The party with 
which 1 Iiejfiiciated drew its whole profits and 
emoluments from the very restriction-, which 
II wa- luv object to remove and without re- 
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moving which an Intercourse with Siam cun W 
of no value to any European nation. The real 
circumstances of the European trade were 
known only to this party, and kept a snug jo!, 
in their own hands, while the (iovernnnnit 
derived little or no hem‘tit by tlm intercourse. 
Of this party the Trail Ktang. the author of tin- 
letter upon which I am remarking, is the active 
agent. He is abetted hv his chief, the Prince 
Krotu-Chint, and assisted hv a knot of natura¬ 
lized Mahommcdans, descendants of act tiers 
from the coast of Comma mi cl, a keen and 
subtile race of people, who slmre in the |>cr- 
<pii sites derived from the trade. The Trail 
Klang is himself a man, for Ins situation, of 
very considerable talents, but extremely rapa¬ 
cious. His deceit and subtility wnnldhr more 
successful if his open and frequent practice 
of them did not render them too obvious amt 
notorious. I was sufficientK ndviW of the 
character of this individual before coming 
to Siam, and while he was making the fairest 
professions l received authentic intelligence, 

before I was above a few davs in the country, 

* * 

that he was already intriguing [iignmst] the 
main object of the Mission—n licence for Fret.* 
:tnd fEiir trade. Of the shift* mid clients 
which he employed to effect this object Mifti- 
lient evitlence is a 1 ready in pi ion of 
Government in the joiim;il of the Mission. lint 
in defence of mv own reputation I skill adduce 
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line more example of this disposition which I 
have not submitted to Government before 
Idealise J attached no other value to it than as 
it afforded me convincing evidence of the rent 
riot meter of this individual. Having learnt 
that the Commander of the John Adam was a 
dissatisfied person he did not scruple to tamper 
with this individual and to practise upon his 
indiscretion. Warned of this \ expressly pro¬ 
hibited the latter from holding all intercourse 
with him but was disotaved. I’pon one occa¬ 
sion he was led into a conversation of a most 
improper nature, and of the real character of 
win eh lie was so little aware that he insisted 
upon delivering a paper containing the sub¬ 
stance of it to me as a public document. Such 
imprudent conduct as is here described mav 
readily be supposed to have afforded the Prah 
KJang grounds for having made the charge 
against the same individual in his letter of 
asserting that it was the intention of the English 
to invade tin* country. I now beg leave to 
annex this p:iper as affording an authentic 
proof of the character w hich I have ascribed 
to the Prah Riling, as well [as] of the trouble 
some nature of those other obstacles which t 
had occasionally to encounter in the course id 
my negociation. 

I shall now beg leave to conclude my 
renuirk* upon the letter of the Siame^ Minister 
by respectfully offering it as my opinion that 


tlu* whole iri dictated hy fear and apprehension, 
in the lirst place for having evaded, liy imwor¬ 
thy subterfuges, our just and equitable demands 
on the subject of uomniera*. in the- second for 
having refused to arrange on equitable grounds 
the affair of Quedn. and lastly from n consci¬ 
ousness that the very illiberal and irritating 
ciinduct which lie himself pursued towards 
private individual- of our nation was in a threat 
measure the cause of those indiscretions which 
were committed. 

I mav here Hnallv observe that during the 
whole of our long star of nearly four months 
in Siam, not a whisper was breathed of the 
allegations now brought forward. Indeed upon 
the very day and night l embarked, i received 
from the Minister, hut especially from the 
I’rince, stronger professions of friendship and 
goodwill than upon any former occasion. The 
answer to the letter of the tlovmmr (icncral 
which I brought hark not only expresses mi 
dissatisfaction, but is couched in terms of 
friendly acknowlcdgtn eti t. This letter however 
was delivered into my own hands and it might 
not therefore be thought discreet to make me 
the liearer of a complaint against myself. 
That complaints however have l>een made in 
the answer to the letter of the Governor of 
IVnang. which I received scaled ten days after 
quitting Siam, hut this also was couched in 
very amicable language. Many other oppnr- 




r unities might have occurred since 1 quitted 
Siam* but the necessity of making out a case 
docs not appear to have occurred to the Prak 
Kinng for at- least seven months after my 
departure. It may final tv he remarked that 
throughout the whole of the Prah Kking's 
tetter, although much regret be feigned at the 
failure of the objects of the Mission, no hint 
whatever is given of a desire to place that 
trade upon that equitable footing which he 
knows to he the object of our wishes which 
requires only the sanction of his party and 
might be conveyed in a few sentences* 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) J* Crawfcrd. 

i 'a lent fa 

34 April 1823. 


E 'ZZT FOKT WILLIAM ml. April 1829. 

IUngfl 123, toL 3S, , __ _ _ 


Net. i^Contd, 


Copy of a paper given in by the Commander 
of the Mission Ship. 

Questions put to me by the Minister yes¬ 
terday. 


Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 


I>o von positively go to Codon 
China after Siam. 


i es. 


lines the Ambassador intend seeing 
the King of Cochin China. 

Certainly it is the object for which 
he visits Cochin China. 

What is this object. 

To establish commerce and a friend¬ 
ly intercourse between the two 
notions. 

Question. How-many miis«jilets have yon for 
the King of Cochin China. 

Answer. That question relates to the Am¬ 
bassador mid not to me. 

Question. 1 see that yon fear the Ambassador. 

Answer. I do not fear inv King, there is only 
One whom I fear, that is mv God— 

rl 

an Englishman is a stranger to fear. 
Question. But you must know what the pre- 
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sente consist of. and whether there 
are mnscpicts amoiij; them. 

Answer. To say that I do not know what 
the presents consist of would he 
an untruth ; whv do vou ask me 
this question when I told the IViuet- 
iu your presence that questions of 
this nature related to the Ambassa¬ 
dor and do not concern me. tuv 

* 

business beinjc entirety with the 

ship. 


Question. I ask you merely ns a friend about 
the musquets. 

Answer. Were you to ask me generally what 
the presents consist of I should 
make the same reply as I have 
done about the muskets, ami if vou 

HH 1 

are my friend, refrain from putting 
questions to me relating to the 
Ambassador, for I must decline 
answering them, his business is 
entirely political, and it dues nut 
become me to interfere, any other 
questions 1 dial! he most happy to 
answer. 


Question. 1 only wished to try you, hut J find 
your answers very proper and I 
shall sav no more on the subject. 

Answer. It is not right to question me. 

\our King's objects and plans an* 
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Question, 

Answer. 

Question, 

Answer, 

Question. 
A nswer. 


not known to every body and why 
should ottrs be—-all that I can say 
is that our present object is peace 
rind commerce! 

There is a disagreement between 
the Chinese and English at Canton. 

I am aware that there is (I then re¬ 
lated what we hud heard) but the 
Chinese had !>etter not irritate the 
English, for we cart both make and 
break Kings, as we have often done 
before. 

The Chinese ere a very populous 
nation. 

They are, but it is in the power of 
the English to annihilate them when 
they please, and that in less than a 
year. 

The Emperor of China thinks him¬ 
self the greatest King on earth. 

The Emjjeiw of China is made to 
believe so, and is kept in ignorance 
by his* high officers of state, and 
may not know the strength and 
power of the English, We are 
inclined to be peaecable but should 
a w ar be declared between the two 
nation* the English would drive the 
( hincse before them like a flock of 
sheep, and lay waste their country. 


Wliat could the Emperor of China 
do against a nation of warriors. 

Question, f know very well that wliat you s»y 
is true. 

Answer. It is but too true, and the more 
enlightened Chinese residing at 
(’anfon who note know our power 
dread a rupture between the two 
nations. 

Question. Would not the English suffer very 
niucli from losing their trade. 

Answer. They might for a short time. The 
Chinese derive as much advantage 
fioni t!u? trade as we do. and would 
regret the trade being stopped more 
than the English. We do not 
depend on Chinn for trade, more 
particularly now when we are at 
peace with all the world. 

Question. Where do you go after Cochin 
China. 

Answer. Where the Ambassador pleases. 

Question. Do you go to Macao and Manilla. 

Answer. I believe we shall, but the Governor 
General of India has given the 
Ambassador such power, that In* 
van order the ship to go where lie 
thinks proper. 


Question* 
Artti we r. 


Question. 


Answer. 

Question. 

Question. 

Answer. 
Question, 
Answer, 
Quest ion. 

Answer. 
Questi* hi. 
Answer. 

Question. 


Is that written down in his Instrue, 

tlOOH, 

I do not know ; the Governor 
General of India places such 
confidence in the Ambassador's 
judgment mid ability that I should 
tldnk not. 

The Ambassador will have n long 
journey to make when he gpcs to 
Cochin China, as the King lives a 
.great distance From Saigon, 

How far from Saigon does the King 
live. 

A very, very long wav. fifty days' 
journey. 

Mas the Ambassador letters for 
Macao wild Manila. 

1 believe not. 

Why does he go to those places. 

It is his pleasure. 

Wan the King of Quih la at IVruing 
when you were there. 

Yea. 

Whv difl he leave his rtnuifn. 

He was obliged to leave it J be¬ 
lieve. 

The Siamese wished to m;u-i-li 
through his count is to make war 



Vitswer. 

Question. 

AllSWer, 

Question. 


Answer. 


Question. 


fix 

«u the Burmab-s. Tin- kin** of 
< Jnntii is trilmtarv to the Kim: of 
Siiim jinfl i >11 it t» have allowed 
the Siamese a jmssa^e through hi* 
country. 

I believe the Siamese soldiers com¬ 
mitted great havoc in the K. of 
Queda’s dominions and compelled 
him to tlv, 

1> it not disgraceful for a King to 
quit his country like a i nward in¬ 
stead of defending it, 

Yes, certainly, 

Would the English make war on 

the Siamese- if they invaded Qi.In, 

and what would the English do if 
a war took ptiice la‘tween the tivo 
countries. 

I cannot answer thar question. The 
Kills' of Queda is an ally of uurs ; 
it is the English custom to defend 
their friends and plnec them in 
safety. Should the King of Siam 
lice on ie our ally then your question 
i> easily answered. 

What would tin* English do in that 
ease. 

1 hey would do all in their jmwer 
to effect a peace between the two 


Answer. 


Question. 

Question. 

Answer, 

Question, 

Ynswer, 


Question. 


countries in such a way that Hutli 
Kings should come off with lioimr. 
lh t ‘ English have often done this 
before, and have saved much blood. 
It is their wish that natitms should 
be at rest. 

flood. 

Has the Aiiihsssadnr much trade 
on hoard. 

To my certain knowledge mu a 
pin’s worth. 

f was told that he had. 

Whoever Ink! you so, told a false- 
liunod and wished to throw discre¬ 
dit on the Anibasgador. It is In** 
iKSrth an English Ambassador* 
dignity to trade*, or the dignity of 
any man in an official situation, 
in our King’s service. An officer 
would he degraded and dismissed 
his employments were it known 
that he had anything to do with 
trade. When out of the King’s 
service a man rimy trade as much 
as he pleases. Trade with us is 
always considered respectable when 
not connected with the King’s 
Service, for both cannot He attended 
to faithfully. 

Very just. 
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After muiu further vun versa (inn n Unlit 
the (ingKsh uurtli* of Hghtinir dm Is. the trade 
nf Siam, a* iii its ii!i|M)rts ami imports, anti 
ntlier tuples. I lift tin- Minister. 

(Signed) T. Mi I Imvnkm.. 

Shijf.fnhti Vila til 

Htli Apl. IH2i. 

(A true 

(Signed} -I, Cii.uvFnu). 
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Hiving in the annexrd •Iminutl* of nt v 
proceedings given ao ample narrative of every 
l iren hi. stance relating t» mv intercourse and 
n'egtMiiations with the Governments of Siam 


ami ( m’liiii ('h ilia. 1 shall run line myself in 
this report to exhibiting a general view of the 
condition of these countries and of the political 
results of the Mission t reserving all detailed and 
minute statements for other opportunities. 


K Beginning with Siam which became 
the first object of cnipiirv, this kingdom, al¬ 
though rislucetl in itsgeographical limits within 
the last half century by the encroachments of 
the Kurmans, is probably at present it country 
of more solid strength and resources than at 
a!" former period of its history. Its ter- 
ritors- is of very irregular form and it would 
he difficult or impossible in the present state of 
our knowledge to give a true estimate of its 
superficies. The Siamese race extends however 
to tiic smith as f,.r us 7~ North latitude, and 
tliti Malayan tributaries of Siam as Tar as 3". 
To the North, the extreme confines of the 
Siamese territory extend, as Far as we cotihi 
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learn, to latitude 25°. On the Bay of Beulah 
however, the Siamese territories reach at ]pre¬ 
sent no further than the port of Tavoy belnng- 
ing to the Burma ns in Latitude 13 3 North a ml 
Longitude !tS 3 East, On the East roast (if 
the (inlf of Siam its territories extend to Lati¬ 
tude 11 T and to Longitude H’4 " East as far 
Jia the port and town of Athien or Kang-Kuo, 
which itself is in possession of the (Winn 
Chinese. The neigldtours of the Siamese to 
the North West are the Pegu or Mon nice, 
subject to the Burma ns ; to the North the 
Barmans and Chinese of the Province of 
Yunan ; and to the East anil South East tile 
Kamhojuns and Cochin Chinese, 

1 The principal race inhabiting the 
Siamese territory consists of six distinct nations, 
vizt : the projier Siamese : the Lao or Laos ; 
the Pegu or Mon ; the Kamhojans: the Malay 
and the Chinese. The whole population ac¬ 
cording to the best accounts which I could 
obtain amounts to about u,OUO,0()fi in r lu- fol¬ 
lowing proportions. 


Siam and Lno (considered equally 


populous) . 

4,200.000 

Peguers . 

42,000 

Kamltojana 

50.000 

Malays ... 

15,000 

Chinese ... . 

700,000 


5,142,000 






\m 

3. J lit* proper Siamese race inhabits, 
genera 1K the alluvial tract of the Me-mum at the 
upjier end of tin* frulf. nie Lao rare inhabit* 
tlie territory lying to the North of those, and 
generally from the latitude of lS a to 2 * 5 3 . 
J hey have long been subject to the Siamese 
<i(kI speak a dialect of the same language, 
fhe IVgiiers are a smalt remnant of that rare 
who have sought refuge under the Siamese 
Uovermueut from the greater tyranny <>f the 
Burma ns, by whom about fifty years [ago] 
they were conquered. The ancient kingdom 
..I' Kami juju was about 3U years ago disniem- 
A portion of it then fell into [the] 
hands of the Siamese, a much larger one into 
those of [the] Cochin Chinese, and a portion 
still remains independent under its own rare of 
kings. This event explains how the Kuinbo- 
jans came to form a portion of the subject*. 

1 lie Malay States tributary to Siam are five in 
number, two of these, vizt, iVra and Qucdu 
are situated upon the West Const of the Penin- 
sula. and three—Patanj. Tringanu and ft a In n tan 
ujnm the hast. All these have unquestionably 
been more or less de|»eniient upon Siam from 
the earliest knowledge of ICuropeans, 

L The Chinese whose numbers are at 
present so grent, are sniftered over every part 
of the country in the same manner as they an- 
Found among tin islands of the Indian Archi¬ 
pelago, J hey jirt» chiefly however found at 


101 


the seat* of commerce awl industry, engaged 

in the smelting and maiiu fact lire of iron, in tin* 

(‘iilture of pepper, in the culture of tin; sugar 

cane anti manufacture of sugar, and So trade. 

At Bangkok, thecnpif.'d, it is supposed they are 

equally numerous with the native population. 

Jn the end of the 17th century ] find their 

numbers nowhere rated at above I or o t 000. 

About 30 years ago there sat upon the throne 

of Siam a king of the half Chinese race, and 

it min through the extraordinary encouragement 

which be gave to his countrymen that lhey 

were induced to resort to the country and 

» 

settle it in such numbers. This extraordinary 
accession of Chinese population constitutes 
almost the only great ami materia! change 
which has taken place in the state of the king¬ 
dom during many centuries. 

The oattiral advantage*; of Siam in 
[Hiint.of harbours, rivers and internal naviga¬ 
tion are very considerable. The navigation of 
tin* (Jtilf itself is inn* of the ,safest and easiest 
in the tin stern Swis. On ite went coast sire Llie 
ports of Sungotfl ami Ligor, and that of Bnndmi 
lew known* Tliis l ist is funned fvy the mouth 
fiF ii river* whore there is 1 i or Ifl fet-t water 
and which is therefor** navigable for vessels of 
miisidendklr hurdmi. At the head of the \mx 
:ire three ports formed liv the three Pitihoutft- 
ure# of the Mc uam* At the western md the 
middle one of these, called Mek-long m*l Ta- 


dun, no more than eight feet water are found 
at .spring tides, so that they are inaccessible to 
vessels of any considerable burden. Tin; 
eastern branch of the Me-mim, or that of 
Bangkok. is the great j«irt of Siam. This is 
till\ igtthlc with ease anil safety to all merchant 
vessels under 2o0 tons. 

<►. f oward8 the eastern roast i F the Oulf 
we determined by actual survey the merits 
of one harbour, that of the Si*(.’bang islands. 
From this indeed down to the latitude of 
J t s the roast is so thickly crowded with 
islands, having navigable channels and good 
anchorage between them, that it may almost 
lie looked upon as one great harbour through- 
out. I lie [trine[pal ports of native commerce 
in this ipHiiter are (’hautabun and Tnugyai, the 
principal seats of the culture and trade of. 

Pepper, ran lam.is and gamboge. < 'bantu bun, 

the most important, has an extensive Chinese 
jsipulation engaged in the pepper culture. The 
town is about M miles tip a small river, which 
has no more than *» feet as its entrance, hut 
off this, where there is shelter behind the 

neighbouring islands, it lias water ..ugh for 

ships of considerable size. To these ports the 
Siamese do not admit strangers, 

"■ The ..jiu-sts of the Barmans have 

nearly cut the Siamese off from nil connection 
with the Iky of Bengal. In th[> direction thev 
possess only tin- ports of Junk Ceylon and 




Bniig-ri, at present very little frequented, 
Tuvuy and Mergui, the principal [Hu-ts, are in 
the hands of the Butmans, and the inhabi¬ 
tants in this quarter being a conquered and 
dissatisfied |>ei>j>l<* tlie.se are of little use to 
themselves or to strangers. Their exclusion 
From the navigation of the Bay of Bengal 
a (fords a subject of great uneasiness to the 
Siamese Court and to regain possession of 
their jmrts in that quarter is at present one 
of the great objects of its ambition and 
policy, 

S. The facilities for internal navigation 
and intercourse possessed by Siam are also 
very considerable. Two great rivers art' under 
the territory of Siam-—the Mc-nam and the 
fiver of Katnboja,—but the latter which passes 
through and empties itself within the territory 
<»f Cochin China is comparatively of little im- 
jhirtance with the former. It passes however 
through Laos and the capita! of that ©ountrv 
U situated upon it. The Jile-nam and its 
branches afford at their mouths conveniences 
for navigation of the most favourable nature 
over a track of "II miles broad and further to 
the north over a still wider area. The whole 
course of the Me-nam extends to between 7 
.on! SOO uiiliw and from the lust accounts wt* 
could collect it appears to lie navigable for 
Imats fit to carry merchandize to the extent of 
■Mu miles. The I touts which conduct an in- 


torenurse with places beyond this are compelled 
by the shallowness of the river to waP th* 
period of its rising to proceed in their annual 
voyages to the capital. 

By the river of Bang-1 \afcong' and hv 
canals of communication Siam is loimected 
with Kamhoja hv a navigation of 20 days. 
Several routes cross the Peninsula, and connect 
the Bay of Siam with that of Bengal am! the 
Straits of Malacca, Prom Qaeda to Singoni 
merchandise ia carried across the Peninsula on 
elephants in five days. From Trnng on the 
Western to Ligor on the Eastern const of the 
Peninsula the distance hv elephants is about 
H days journey, and a man on foot may travel 
dispatch in two. Another frequented route is 
from Punpin, opposite to .funk (>vlon. u* 
Bamlon which is parallel to it on the other 
coast. By all these routes very considerable 
quantities of European and Indian merclisindh'ic 
find their way to Siam, and in particular, 
they heroine outlets of importance to the trade 
of Prince of Wales's Island. 

51, In considering this subject 1 mav 
advert to the incalculable advantages which 
would result to general commerce from the 
ex istence of an easy and safe communication 
by water between the (Jnlf of Bengal and Sinni. 
The result of the enquiries which 1 made on the 

subject is. that Mich a ... would 

be most easily effected and would he most use- 


ful in about the latitude of S’ North. Iietweeu 
the head of the river of Bandon. which a* 
already mentioned admits vessels drawing 11 
or 15 feet water, and the head of the river of 
I'miga, which itself falls into the western sea 
behind Junk Ceylon, and the numerous small 
islands in this direction, where there is shelter 
from the monsoons, the distance is said to he 
lint two days' ordinary journey. Were such a 
communication practicable Siam and Cochin 
China would he brought nearer to us Hv a 
dsitanre equal to 16° of latitude, while the 
precarious ami tedious navigation of the Straits 
of Malacca would be altogether avoided. 

111. The wide extent of the Siamese 
dominions admits of great diversity of soil and 
productions, and 1 believe [ may safely say 
that uo country in the world is more highly 
gifted by nature. Its productions in the ini- 
nenil. vegetable and animal kingdom are not 
only of great variety, but uuch as are well 
Milted Tii stimulate commercial enterprise mid 
attract the resort of foreign nations. 

II. in the mineral kingdom the products 
are iron, tin. copper, lead and gold. The iron 
mines are found at from 200 to 400 miles 
distance from the capital and to the North of it 
either directly in the neighbourhood of the 
river or very near to it. Much of the ore is 
imperfectly smelted upon the spot, and in this 
start- carried down to the capital, where it is 


fabricated into culinary and other utensils 
The Chinese have of late years entered with 
spirit into tiie smelting and manufacture of 
iron, and consequently it forms at present one 
of the most valuable articles of ex|»ortati<»iu 
and is sent in large quantities to the Main van 
inlands, Karaboja and Cochin China, The 
small labour at which this produc t is obtained 
in Siam is implied in its price—a picul of the 
common bar iron costing no more then 1 
Rupees. 

12. Tin in Siam is diffused over more* 
extensive geographical limits tlmn in any other 
part of the world, and fur productiveness the 
mines of Junk Ceylon may 1m considered to 
stand next in rank to those of Banca if tbev 
he not indeed in this respect equal to them. 
Neither, however, the mines of this motel nor 
those of copper, lend or gold have in Shun 
experienced the benefit of the industry and 
enterprise of the Chinese, and the produce 
therefore is comparatively of small importance. 
The tin and gold mines are wrought bv the 
Siamese, those of copper and lead bv some of 
the mountain tribes who deliver them as tribute. 
The quantity of tin which finds its way to the 
capital, and is from thence exported, amounts 
to 8,000 piculs or about 500 tons. 

13. Although the alluvial tract of the 
Me-nam and other spots be highly cultivated, 
yet from all I could learn the fur greater pur* 
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tion of the country Is covered with primeval 
forests. The most valuable production* r/ 
these are teak wood, rose wood, eagle wood 
and sapan wood. The teak is of the same 
quality with that of Ava, and Found indeed 
nearly in the same forests. It is derated down 
to the capital of .Siam often to a distance 
of 300 miles. Little of this is exported by 
foreigners. The Siamese themselves construct 
their large junks of it, and four nr five of these 
are always to be seen on the stocks at the 
capital. A close grained wood of a red colour, 
somewhat resembling mahogany, and called by 
the Portuguese “pfio rosa" or rose wood, is 
product I hi abundance in the forests of .Siam. 
This wood which is lit for furniture and orna¬ 
mental purposes is exported iu very large 
quantities by the Chinese, particularly to 
Canton and the island of Hoi-nan. 

I L The most valuable produce of these 
forests, however, is probably the dye wood 
called Sapan. There is no part of the world 
that gives this production ill such cheapness or 
abunftanw. It forms the dunnage of all the 
Chinese junks, and the principal part of the 
cargoes of many of them. The precious per¬ 
fume railed agila or eagle is obtained ill the 
islands on the East Coast of the tin IF of Siam 
and some of the mountains in the continent. 
This commodity, which is in great demand in 
all the W Cittern countries of Asia, is believed 
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to be the exclusive production of Siam ami 
Cochin Chinn. 

15, The staple productions of culture art* 
rice, sugar, pepper and tobacco. The great 
rice country is of course the tract subjected to 
the inundations of the Me-nain. This jiortion 
of the country is of remarkable fertility and 
yields rice with a comparatively small portion 
of labour, so that there is no place where in 
ordinary years grain can be had at a cheaper 
rate than in Siam. 

lli. Sugar was first produced in Siam 
from the cane about 13 years ago, when the 
Chinese, in consequence of some additional 
privileges conferred upon them by the Court, 
entered upon the cultivation of the cane. In ;i 
very few years therefore the commodity tagnn 
m be exported and such has been the rapiditv 
of the growth of this branch of industry that 
it is reckoned that at present not h>ss than 
*",000 piculs are annually exported. 

I“. Pepper is another article the culture 
t»f which is in the hands of the Chinese. The 
East Coast of the Gulf about the latitude of 

and 12° are the countries in which this 
branch of agriculture is successfully carried 
on. The quantity of this article which is 
exported, and almost entirely to China, is about 
MUKHt piculs, which is four times the quantity 
produced upon Prince of Wales's Island, and 


equal to the whole production of the West 
(.’east of Sumatra, heretofore considered to 
afford the groat hulk of all Hip ]iepper of com¬ 
merce. The Siamese Minister informed me 
himself that upwards of 40,000 piculs were 
annually given in as tribute to die King. The 
brand) of revenue arising from this monopoly 
is realized nearly on the same principles ns tin* 
forced deliveries of the Dutch in this some 
production, hi coffee and hi other articles. 

18. I have euumeiatetl the article of 
tobacco merely to show bv its example that 
a favourable ami extraordinary start has of 
late years taken place in the industry of the 
country. Twenty vears ago this commodity 
was chiefly imported from Java, but at present 
the Siamese, who arc great consumers of this 
drug, produce not only enough for their own 
consumption, hut export a considerable (quantity 
to Kan thuja and to Cochin China. 

la. The same portion of the country 
which produces pepper, produces also large 
quantities of gmn gamboge and cardamoms, 
the latter of a hue quality mid Iti great esteem 
amongst the Chinese. Benjamin h produced 
chiefly in the kingdom of Lao and has of late 
years been exported in considerable quantities. 
This is a commodity w hich has commonly been 
supposed to he peculiar to the Islands of 
Sumatra and Borneo. 
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. 20 * °f iinhnal products a itmarknbJe 
variety applicable to tlic- purposes of commerce 
is afforded by Siam. The riiiocse 4al ex- 
ti'iisivt lv in almost all of them. These consist 

«f hides, peltry, horns, bones, ivory, feathers, 
s-ilt lish, stick hie awl esculent hints nests. 

21. 1 he hides consist principally of deer 

ski,1> - <> f wl'ieh the Dutch nml in Conner times 
take front Shim to dupm nlmnt 1 .iP.fWlO n 
' buffalo nr elephant’s mid rhinoceros' 

hides. The peltry consists of titter, leopard, 
*>th*i ill id rut skins. iUdi-s the horns t-v- 
pnrteil fur tHmnoiiijcul ii'i-*, rhinoceros horns 
■uni fleers antlers in a peculiar static of their 
formation are exported by the Chinese f„ P 
tln-ir stlpposcj] medicinal virtues. Hf bones, 
nn immense i|u:intitv is earned to < liiim, a few 
of them for medicinal purposes, but liv far the 
irtvnter ipiantitv to be ground down mnl used 
as a dressing for rhe highly cultivated bur 
ex lot us ted soils ol some of the most pup; dons 
districts of ( hind, 

2J, Stick lac of the finest ipialirv which 
is any whereto be found forms a verv vnht* 
able product. It is chiefly obtained from l„no 
and tin* northern parts of the country. Of 
this production not lea* than l.K.nuo pied* are 
mimifdly sent to China. 

-O. i >ne valuable article remains still to 
he mentioned ; culinary salt, which is produced 
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in ii degree of excellence and cheapness which 
is nowhere exceeded. This c-onnnudity is 
manufactured in tin- districts lying upon tin* 
central and western extremes of the Me-muii. 
The whole is obtained by solar evaporation, 
and the peculiar fitness of tin* soil and climate 
for the manufacture is sufficiently indicated 

a- 

not only by the cheapness of the stilt, but hv 
the size and purity of its crystal. This com¬ 
modity is brought to the capital and easily 
distributed over the most populous parts of the 
country by means of the innumerable canals 
or small rivers which intersect the tract of 
inundation. The traffic in it indeed constitutes 
the largest branch of native commerce, 

-4. After this brief sketch of the pro¬ 
ductions of Siam, 1 shall offer a still shorter 
out* of the foreign wares and products which 
the Siamese take in exchange for them. These 
consist generally of the manufactures of 
China. From the Chinese the Siamese receive 
manufactured silks, common earthen ware in 
large quantity, with a little fine porcelain, ten, 
paper, toys and certain articles of wearing 
apparel, 

l"roiii Western India tlicv receive 
opium, cotton piece goods and a small quantity 
of embroidered silks, uf opium, from the 
best information 1 could obtain, the annual 
consumption seem* to he nhour 21 in du sts. 
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I I" 1 is fh<‘ product of our Bengal 

iWincea, and iwkwd I believe tliat u<> other 
- dm*Fiction oF opium has ever l H *n tried 
1,1 t(lt? S i j »nufse market. Notwithstanding the 
onluiueed price tin rouaumption has been in- 
muMmft from year to year with the int-reas- 
t,ISf tor, '<K JI '"iiimerce oF the country. The 
ei"’rent price previous to the late mmontinnry 
‘™ WJIS deals n idlest. Allowing this 

pi-ire for the <jnnntity eoiwtinuHl. it appear* 
rhar the Siamese pay a million of tienl* a vear 

For our opium’or about n milinn and n quarter 
IJ F < ‘aleuftn rupees. 

-U. J he cotton piece good* of India, espe- 
etally the chintxes of Surat amt the I'nmmmntel 
( Vn»Jrt. appear from time immnmnria] to have 
been articles of considerable demand. About 
dm enpitnf especially a very large projiortinii 
is clothed with these article-.. I have been 
informed that the annual quantity cither im- 
1^ A I’.iimpean vessels, brought hv 

junk> from Batavia and the Straits nf Malacca, 
nr across the Peninsula, does not Fall short of 
five hundred hales. 

1 *f European mamifnt-turcs those 
most in demand among the Siamese are white 
eottoii gondii. cheap woollens, lire arms anti glass 
"me. I he tasle for this class nf commodities 
appeared to me to In* so general amongst the 
Siamese that nothing scented wanting to give 
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the l»rarirli of trade connected with it value* 
awl stability but n moderate share of freedom 
and security, 

-K, ft would liv satisfactory to me to Iw 

■■ 

enabled to 1 si v before Government a detailed 
estimate of the Import ami export trade t»f 
Shun. ami while f was n | imi the spot ! spurn I 
no pains to obtain materials for it. With 
respect to the principal articles my ciujiiiric* 
were not unattended with success. but from 
tin* clinruetm- of the Government and rIn- 
nature of mv own situation it was impossible 
to procure any statement approaching to rum- 
pletcuess or tu’i'iiracv. 

Instead therefore, of submitting to Gov¬ 
ernment siii'li imjH'rffi-t materials n> J olitnineil 
I shall prefer the plan of giving an account of 
the number. toimHire and character of the 
shipping engugi-d in rile foreign trade of Shun. 
s ut'li a sketch I hope will afford tile best data 
for esti mat ins; the i-oinmereia! ea|«i cities of 
the country and the real amount of its Foreign 
trade, which upon the whole appears to me to 
exceed that of any country in India, not under 
the protection of an European Government, 
with the exception of Hiiim. Nearly the whole 
i»f this trade centres in the river Me-unm and 
(he port of Bangkok, f hatttahuu. the most 
considerable port on the eastern shore i>r the 
Gulf, is nearly shut against foreign trad?, ami 
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that which is carried on at the ports of Ugor 
and 8angora on the Western Toast, is not 
very considerable. 

39. The foreign trade of Siam is 
conducted with China, Cochin China and 
Kamlmja, certain native ports of the Indian 
Islands, Batavia, the European ports in tiie 
Straits of Malacca, British India and Ann 1 - 
ricai 

30. Of aU these tW trade with China is 
incomparably of the greatest value and amount. 
This is conducted with almost even port of 
that great country, being by no means confined, 
like the trade of Europeans, to one part of that, 
empire, or two at the most. The trade with 
the Province of Canton, including the Island 
of lloinaii and Fokien is the most considerable, 
but there is also a trade carried on with the 
more Northern provinces of Cld-K king and 
King-nan. 

31. The greater number «>f the junks 
engaged in this trade are constructed in the 
river of Siam, where front S to 10 are ami nail v 
built. Their size usually defends upon the 
nature of the Chinese jxirt with which thev are 
connected, the bid kin css fir otherwise of the 
article suited to each particular market, and 
other considerations. It varies from i,(J0O 
piculs or 100 tons up to 1 ,>,000 piculs or near 
1,000 tons. Of the latter description arc two 
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jimks belonging to the King of Skim, which 
proceed annually to Canton, and under pretext 
of an Embassy are lorn led with merchandize 
exempt from duties. < >f tlie larger description 
generally from IS to 21 Junks belong to the 
King of Siam himself or the Princes and other 
jiersons about his Court, All these vessels, 
with very trilling exceptions, are commanded 
am] navigated by Chinese. 

'i2. Tlie trade of Cochin China and 
Kuinhoja is cliiefly conducted with the ports 
of Saigon and Kangkao, and compared to 
the latter is very inconsiderable indeed in 
|M)int. of amount. These junks are also 
exclusively navigated by Chinese mariners. 
The main exports from Siam are iron and 
the imports raw silk. 

3d. Palemhaug in Sumatra and some 
of the ports on the north and west coasts 
of Borneo, the Island of Celebes and the 
Straits of Malacca are the places in the Indian 
Archipelago which have a commercial in¬ 
tercourse with Siam. The imports in this 
intercourse are gold and certain descriptions 
of native cloth, and the exerts, iron, salt 
uud oil, 

W itli Batavia the trade is carried on in 
Chinese junks of about 7,500 piculs burthen, 
ami with bingapore, Malacca and Filling in 
same descfiptioii of vessels t seldom a vt'rag- 
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in# beyond 5,000 piculs. 

34. The trade with British India is con¬ 
ducted principally from Surat and Bombay, 
aiul occasionally from Bengal. During the 
long war with France, when every other 
branch of this trade censed, the Surat ships, 
generally from two to three annually, conti¬ 
nued to frequent the port of Bangkok. The 
supercargoes of these vessels have generally 
been Par sees or Mohaincdaiis, They have 
commonly imported gold and silver, silk 
tissues, and printed cloths, the manufacture 
of Western India, and have carried away gam¬ 
boge, eagle wood, sapun wood ami. of late 
years, sugar. 

35. The American trade began in ISIS 
with one slup. In 1819 there came three 
ships and 1821 four ships. In 1822 there 
was but one ship, the appearance of which 
was accidental, and slit* carried away but a 
small portion of a cargo. The Americans 
have indeed of late years in a great measure 
retired from the Indian trade in general ; 
but, I have no doubt, have abandoned that of 
Siam in particular from the vexatious res¬ 
traints to which they have found them wives 
exposed. 

3ti. The following sketch will ex hi hit a 
general view of the whole of the foreign trade 
of Siam, 
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J'u the Port of Canton—8 junks 
averaging 10,873 piculs , , 

Piculs. 

87,000 

To the Ports of Hai-nan 40 small 
junks averaging 2.800 piculs . 

112,000 

Jo the Ports of Fo-kien, Che-Klnng 
and Kiang-nnn 32 junks ave¬ 
raging 0,5(M) piculs ea. 

304,000 

To Batavia 8 junks of 7,500 piculs 
ea. . 

22,500 

To Malacca and Penang 5 junks 
averaging 5,000 piculs ea. 

25,000 

To Singa[tore 27 small junks ave¬ 
raging to 15,000 piculs each . 

40,500 

To China from Ligor 2 junks at 
6,500 . . . 

13,000 

From Chantibun to China . . 

604,000 

1 "f . 

4,000 

From Bang Kok to Saigiin in Cochin 
China 18 junks averaging 850 
piculs each. 

15,300 

Piculs , 

623,300 

37. Alii jiving Ifi piculs to each 

ton, it 


appears by this statement that the native trade 
of Siam conducted exclusively by the Chinese, 
will amount to near 30,000 tons, and that 
supposing the Chinese vessels require, as is 
probable, three times die number of mariners 
that at, European vessel does, that this trade 
gives employment to above 8,000 liands. 
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38- IF to tins Chinese trade t>e added 
*00 tons annually for the American trade, and 
1,000 for that of British India, and we conjee* 
turp that the Native Malayan trade also nmotmis 
to a ho ut this last sum, then we shall have an 
aggregate for the whole trade of 41,800 tons. 

33. The Government of Siam, of which 

* 

I am next to give a sketch, js as complete an 
example of despotic power vested in one man m 
can well 1 ml* imagined. Its influence pervades 
the whole frame of society, and the effects of 
its mischievous interference are everywhere 
discoverable. The King is not only the head 
of the State, but also of the church. There is 
no Hereditary nobilitv nor hereditary priest* 
hood, nor indeed any other check whatever to 
his arbitrary will. The superstition of his 
subjects has Hotbed bis person with super- 
natural attributes. Matters relating to himself 
or to his Government are spoken of by them 
only miystenouslv or in whispers. Thug Ids 
name is, for example, never mentioned, and 
it is pretended is unknown, except to a few 
favourite courtiers, 

40* The administration of the Siamese 
Government i> complex, hut more formal and 
regular iu detail titan might be expected. 
There are nine grades of official nobilitv or 
titled persons descending from the Governors 
id provinces in regular gradation to the lowest 
olficer of the Government, 
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41, All the male population of Siam are 
by law considered the slaves or servants of the 
State, and compelled to give it their gratuitous 
labour in whatever Form It may he exacted 
from the age of 21 upwards for four mouths 
in each year or in other words for one third of 
their future existence. The ]jersons exempt¬ 
ed from this oppressive law tire the whole 
officers of Government, the priesthood staves, 
and amongst strangers, the whole Chinese po¬ 
pulation, hut they only, for the Ilurmana, the 
Peguans, the Kambojans and even the des¬ 
cendants of the Portuguese Christians, are 
subject to this servitude. For those who are 
liable to it an exemption can only lie purchased 
by a heavy pecuniary commutation. 

The system by which the population is 
organized and arranged for the purpose of 
rendering the forced services of the people 
available, forms the most important object of 
Siamese administration. To effect this the 
whole body of the people is divided into tw« 
equal parts designated the right and left hand 
sides. The two chief Ministers of Government 
preside respectively over these and the inferior 
officers commonly take their titles, such n> 
centurion, decorum, &c., from the number of 
the divisions or sub divisions over which they 
exercise authority. 

43. The two great executive officers of 
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the Siamese Government are known in the 
language of the country by the names of the 
Kalahoni and Qhaicri. The first is Chief of 
the judicial and military branches of the 
administration, supposed, under tiiis despotic 
government, to have a natural relation to each 
other, and more especially superintends the 
Government of the Southern provinces of the 
empire. The second superintends the fiscal 
department of the administration and is vested 
at tlic same time with the peculiar charge of 
the northern provinces. 

44. Under the Kalahoni or chief of the 
right hand, are the principal judge and the judge 
of the palace, and under the Chakr! or chief of 
the left hand, the superintendent of the land 
revenue and the Prah-Klang. This last has 
charge of all matters connected with trade and 
the royal monopolies, and as the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment recognizes no foreign relation but what 
is connected with trade, he is also by ini plica¬ 
tion, the Minister of the affairs of Strangers. 
The Portuguese corruptly write his name tier- 
kulong. Its meaning in the Siamese language 
as 1 have written it is, Lord or Chief of the 
Magazines or Warehouses, and it is expressive 
of the nature of his functions, 

45. Such was the Siamese Government 
from early times down to the reign of His 
Present Majesty, who although he lias permitted 
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the mere form to exist 1ms made great ttuiova 
lions upon it. The two chief executive officers 
of the Siamese Government art* no longer of 
any consequence, for under the title of Krom 
or Superior Lord, the King has appointed four 
individuals of high rank, his own immediate 
relations, to superintend and direct the different 
branches of the administration, placing tin* 
ancient officers under their authority. The first 
of these has jurisdiction over the palace and 
is the counsellor and personal adviser of the 
Soverereign. The second superintends the 
whole judicial administration of the Kingdom : 
the third the military administration mid tin* 
fourth trade and the royal monopolies. I >f 
the two latter the first superintends the 
general affairs of the western and southern 
provinces, and the last of the eastern or those 
assigned for the forced culture anti deliver* 
of pepper, cardamom and other articles of 
agricultural produce. The person holding 
the Inst office at present is Krom (.'hint, 
the eldest and illegitimate son of the Kiiut. 
and tin* l*mh Rising, with whom it was that 
we negotiated, is his deputy, ns well as his 
confidential agent, 

4th This outline of the Siamese Govern¬ 
ment may lie tilled up hv a brief review of 
the administration of justice, of the military 
force, of the revenue, and of the state of 
religion. 
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17. Tin* administration of just ire i^umrc 
solemn amt methodical than might In* expected 
iituouf: such :i people. There exist disttiu-t 
rmirts for the administration of i'i v 11 mid <Ti- 
miual law. Among the tioverunra of Province* 
tlie hereiUtarv and military princes alone have 
the power of life anil death. No capital exe¬ 
cution cats take place elsewhere without a 
warrant of the ('cmrt. ami tit all ease* there i* 
mi appeal to the chief judge. All evidence is 
taken upon oath and the law proceedings 
which are operose and tedious are invariably 
I'nuiiiiitt ih! to writing. TheSiatuese laws them.- 
selves exist ill the form of a written rode, 

4S, fines and stripe* constitute the chief 
punishments in Shim for nil offence* ami the 
latter can he very generally* Corporal punish¬ 
ment however i> so very frequent among all 
classes that the iuthetion of it is hardly con¬ 
sidered as an affront. 

PI. rpmi the whole. I believe that the 
administration of the laws at Siam tinder Hi* 
p.vsent Majesty is not ferocious or vindictive, 
hut rather of a mild character. No capital 
punishment took place during the four months 
we were at the place, and for the two years 
before it, there had lieen Init three, and these 
for very heinous offenses. 

.'ill. The military force is taken with 
little selection From the general levy of the 
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people which I have already described, I'he 
Siamese are evidently of a timid Sind cowardly 
diameter, and have no military virtues, except 
jicrliaps their ready submission to authority 
and the capacity of their physical frames to 
support privation and fatigue. The organisa¬ 
tion and discipline of their armies is purely 
native and, unlike tie- people of Western Asia, 
or their neighbours the Corbin Chinese. they 
have learned nothing from ICuroj scans except 
a rude acquaintance of tire arms. The few 
troops we saw about the capital were clot.lied 
in an uniform dress and armed with muskets. 

It is probable that they were a selection, hut 
notwithstanding, thev were extreme! v wretched. 
The principal part of the army is always^ 
upon the Harman frontier, and this I ; t m told 
amounts usually to not less 30,00(1 men. The 
Siamese have no apprchensimi of invasion from 
any other quarter and the consequence is that 
the capital is almost defenceless. Fire arms 
ns they an* purchased are constantly sent to the 
northern frontier, and no enmiou is mounted 
upon the walls of the palace. I enquired the 
on use of this last circumstance of one of the 
naturalized Mahmueduns. who informed me 
that it was a precaution taken from apprehen¬ 
sion of treachery, a fact which points directly 
at the extreme weakness of the Government, 


51. The revenues of the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment are derived from the Gorvcrs or 
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force i services, from a land tax. from certain 
excise duties, From Custom House duties, from 
monopolies, and from a capita tom tax upon 
one class of its population. 

'si. Tin- forced services, although * u,t di 
pnipurhiii producrive to tile State, are of all 
others the heaviest tax upon the people. I In* 
most mischievous ingenuity. indeed. eotihl 
hard I v devise a scheme more destructive of 
industrious habits and adverse tit public pl'os- 
jtenTv than a system which devotes, ns this 
virtually does, to the arbitrary. prodigal and 
capricious will of the servants of i iovcmitirut. 
one third portion of the m»tilu**l of almost all 
its subjects. There was a period in the history 
of the Shiniest* when matters were still worse, 
fur I dud on reference to all the Kiuopean 
writers of the 17th Century, that by the ancient 
eoiistitution of the Kingdom the period of the 
forced services was in their times i!. instead of 
-t months in the year, as at present. The 
favourable change which reduced it to the 
latter took place in the commencement of the 
reign of the lat * King or about 30 years ago. 
and with the exception of the influx of Chinese 
and the privilege* conferred upon them, seems 
the only material change which has taken 
place in the condition of Siamese society 
during the ]>eriod of the three centuries that 
Murn]jeans have been Acquainted with it. I he 
whole male population of Siam, supposed to lie 
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liable to the militurv find other forced services. 
Is considered to amount to six hundred thousand, 
'Hit* annual labour of :ui adult in considered 
worth eighty-four piculs of rice or litlticals 
(!!s. 157), 

53. The laud tax is small and unprothu - 
live iu proportion as tin- personal services arc 
heavy and disturb nr destroy the induslriuiis 
habits of flip people. and their natural dev nt ton 
li» rural occupation. 

54, The proprietory light of hind re¬ 
deemed from a state of nature and under 
culture is considered to be vested In the .'sove¬ 
reign. I multi vnted land is too extensive in 
proportion to the populatem to be claimed bv 
any one. flip value seems to he utnted by the 
St ite not upon the land but upon the people 
or their labour. This is obvious in Its rude 
and barbarous appropriation at out* period of 
Siamese history of a half and now of a third 

of the whole male labour of the country. It 

* 

is for the si me reason and nut from any 
feelings of political jealousy, as some have 
supposed, that the Siamese (iovernuiciit inter¬ 
dicts its population from emigration. The 
loss of every individual appears to the (inv- 
orumetit a loss of palpable and available reve¬ 
nue. ami it calculates upon the loss of » subject 
nearly In the same way as the proprietor of 
slaves would on the elopement of a slave. 
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Tliis principle, I have no doubt, is the source 
oF the similar laws on the same subject which 
exist in China and Cochin Chinn, however they 
may Ih- explained by stranger' or by natives. 

no. Although the soil lie considered the 
property of the Sovereign, dwelling houses and 
other buildings with fruit trees are held to be 
private property, and may be bought nr sold, 
or transmitted as inheritance. 

Mb The hind tax is levied in kind, 
and the principle on which it is imposts! is. 
I think, among Asiatic tJovemments peculiar. 
It is in a a tax. proportioned to the rent or 
projHirtioucd to the produce, hut a tax upon 
the sujM'rtictes without regard to the ipiality 
of the land, provided it Ik* cultivated. Nothing 
hut its extreme moderation could render a tax 
of ihi" sort tolerable. I'pim a Siamese measure 
cut ti-d a si 'll. consisting of HI fathoms to a side, 
there is levied a vearlv tax of -I measures 

P *' IK 

of rice in the liu-k. Tile result of tltis by 
ealeiilntion, is that an acre of cultivated lam I 
pays don |hs r oF clean rice. Wurth on an average 
of sc Vi-ml wars :K IJd. per emit. 

f)7. Besides the tax paid jn kind on the 
principle now mentioned, there is universally 
paid it tax on certain fruit trees and other 
productions of the soil, which is one of the 
principal sources of the revenue. The amount 
of this varies with the nature of the tree or 
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product. Tin' Durian, it fruit highly esteemed 
by the Siamese, pays i rical for each tree, 
while the mango pays no more than an eighth 
part of this amount. Among the prod it (Is thus 
taxed are the tobacco ami the sugar nine, the 
tii-si paying |th of a tint] for each hundred 
plants, and the last a quarter of si tieul for each 
1ml, 


os. The excise Julies, if I may give thorn 
this name, consist of a tux on spirits, which is 
very productive, although the use of spirituous 
liipior he contrary I)oth to law and religion ; 
a tax on gainl]ling : on shops ; on fisheries and 
the slaughter of animals, aidin' this last In¬ 
most rigidly forbidden by the theory of the 
religion and law of the country. All of these 
aic I armed and it was not difficult therefore to 
ascertain their amounts. 

■V.i. Flic passion fur spirituous liquors 
among the Siamese seems f a prevail in propor¬ 
tion as it is interdicted to them bv religious 
duties. I n proof of this the public farm sells 
m the town of Bangkok alone for JifcJ,(jun tieali* 
or I'J, . UK) Riip es. 

< ; ‘h The tax on gambling is an universal 
source of revenue throughout the country. 
'Hie Siamese are addicted to gambling, and the 
1 lunette still more. The am mat of this tax is 

commonly considered equd to tint of the tax 
on spirits. 
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lit. A specific ilutv is levied on all shops, 
including f1, t . floatt t]ff house* aod tin- numerous 
linats it|Km the river, which arc used as shops. 
Tldstax i> rated mconlmy to the nature of the 
tnale which tin* mvuerof the simp conducts. 

Hu* tax on fisheries J think is levied 
imtv on the Metiam, ’flu* slaughter of the 
miiimls is confined to that of hog*. There is 
no jH'int of their r<diition in which tin* Siamese 
are so rigid as that whieli interdicts taking 
tmimu] life, hut the gnat increase in tin 1 number 

of Chinese seems to have driven them in so. 

measure even from this point. (H-ent ipiuntt- 
tit-s iif poultry are therefore daily exposed for 
sale. and ,iki hugs are tliiilv slaughtered in the 
market of Ihmgkok. the flesh of which is 
publicly hawked about fn the streets and on 
the Me-iiam. 

b'h The (’ustinn House duties consist of 
imposts upon good* imported and exported, 
mid ditties upon tonnage or measurement, The 

uii|Kist' upon ..Is often purport to he an 

ad valorem duty but rudely assessed. I [«m 
tin- import cutset of European vessels it is 
levied as a jiereentuge ii|ton the whole value, 
■is appraised by the officers of l iovomtiK'iit. 

ith resjiei-t to the tonnage or measurement 
iliitv it varies with the place or nation with 
which the trade is conducted. The direct 
hade with the continent of t hina ..ml which is 
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really carried on by the native shipping of the 
port of Bangkok, is on that account free from 
all impost whether on goods or tonnage. The 
junks trading with Hat-nan, and which actually 
belong to the ports of that Island, pay a 
measurement duty at a certain fixed rate per 
fathom of the breadth of the beam, and Euru- 
jican vessels twice as much. The amount of 
tin- revenue derived from the f ustoins it was 
found impracticable to obtain. 

li t- The Capitulation tax is confined to 
the Chinese and upon the*- i * levied only n|sin 
die adult male jKipuhitum which include# 
men From 20 and upward*. hi the city and 
province r>t Bangkok the number of persons 
laying the tax i* StJldlJ, anil it is thought 
that in all Siam then* i-- inueli evasion. The 

»*.. for each individual is g deals nuimnlly. 

'nth a small commission to the Collector. 
Kvcn Chitnse who pays receives a receipt and 
a badge which he wears i[[ M >n Ids wrist, and 
which, if lie is seen without, lie is liable to be 
seized and ninde to pay again. 

i,:> - The monnjHdies exorcised hv the 
Niamese < lovermnent constitute, it is pn.Udde 
the most extensive source of its revenue 
These monopolies, to its credit, do not extend 
to anv of the great articles constituting the 
necessaries of life, such as grain, salt or oil. 
but principally embrace such commodities as 
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demanded in foreign markets of art ides 
of luxury. In the greater number of them 
also the monopoly is not very rigid si rid after 
s peri tied ijumttities of some others are deliver¬ 
ed. the trade is left free. The foil owing are 
the principal eon)muddies subject to monopulv, 
jiepper, cun la moms, gamboge, sapnn wood, 
eagle wood ami lienjaitnii, ivory, tin. esc ulent 
nests and turtles eggs. 

riti. A few of these articles are delivered 
sis revenue but more generally the King, in 
the manner practised hv the Dutch and For¬ 
merly by ourselves, affects to pay for the v«»m- 
jnudity, actually however, as uiav he supposed, 
giving greatly les> than its intrinsic value. 
Thus for example he pays at Chantabuii III 
t ienls For pepper which is worth i'll at Bangkok, 
1 may liere observe, however, that the produc¬ 
tion of tills article in particular, living in the 
hands of the I’hiuese, the Government i- enm- 

Iidled to give a more liberal price ..stud 

and iri 1*21 it was compelled to raise ir by no 
U-s-r than ~1 ticaU, The operation of this prin¬ 
ciple has of course been favourable even to 
the Government itself and is sufficient with 
the favourable character of the soil and edi- 
luate to account for the great production of 
this commodity, which 1 have already alluded 
to. For transporting the produce of these 
muuo|>olies to the capital very large establish¬ 
ments are constantly kept up. 
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67. After this summary of the articles 
composing the royal re vermes J shall attempt 
to estimate as fur as practicable the amount of 
them, with a view of conveying some notion 
of the resources of the kingdom. 


Land Tax . 

Spirit Fann ... 

Humbling Farm 

Farms of Shop Tax 

Fisheries of the Me-imm ... 

t upitulatton of the (liiitesc 

Monopoly of esculent nests 

I'rofits on Mtnio|H>]y of Suj i;hl Wood 
at li per picul upon l.iO.000 
pieuts ... 

1‘rotits mi tieiiuipoJy of tin at ]'i 
ticals upon 4,000 pk-iils 

l'refits on Monopoly of Pepper on 
iii.ontj piculs.. 

Profits on .Monopoly of minor arti¬ 
cles as Lngle Wood, (arda* 
moms. Load. Iviny, and gam¬ 
boge ... 

Custom House duties with profits 
u po n c nm in ercia I operation s u n - 
connected Yvitli the Monopolies 
conjectured at 


£ 58.11110 
364,000 
360.0110 
165.001J 
tii.oi mi 

200,000 

100.001) 


335.1 ion 


60.00(1 

.130,000 


110,000 


300,000 


Total Ticals ... 3.330.000 





G£. By this rough statement the revenue 
of the Siamese Government will amount, when 
reduced to rupee**, to two mi I [ions seven him- 
'In'll ami eighty-two thousand fi ve lutudr. d. 
and will appear to ulTord resources of no small 
moment for such a state of society. 

li!h The excuses of the < uiverimient are 
from its character and nature by no means in 
proportion, The universal conscription stives 
if not the whole at least a great share of the 
expense of maintaining the army, as well as 
every description of public establish me lit. The 
value of this tn the Government upon an 

estimate of the value of labour tlirutigl.. the 

country cannot be mtieh less than 7.34-t.UlMJ 
thills or rupees si year. 

7(i. The servants of the state of all ranks, 
with a few exceptions, instead of receiving 
regular salaries, are left in a measure to prey 
upon the people. The fixed mode of remune¬ 
ration is a tithe upon the collection, awl all 
the officers of Government are entitled to the 
gratuitous services of a stated number of the 

common conscription* The pen unions influ¬ 
ence of tlits system is so extensive at die 
capital that there exists no such tiling as free 
lalmr. for the labor of every iud vidiul is ap¬ 
propriated by some Chief or other, without 
whose approval hr can not work, ami when he 
serves with it. he must pay :i fine or share' of 
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Ills wages for this privilege. This extends not 
only to the ordinary peasantry, but to artificers 
of every description. Notwithstanding this 
apparent economy there is l have been told 
seldom above 160,000 ticals or 200,000 rupees 
in the Koval treasury. The capricious and 
ostentatious expense 1 of the Court itself, and 
the frequent largess given to the priests are 
the great sources of expenditure, 

71. The institutions connected ivith re¬ 
ligion have an extraordinary influence upon the 
character of the Government and of the people. 
There is no country, it appears to me. in which 
religion forms so much the business of life as 
In Siam. It is said that there are five thousand 
priests at the capital, and not less than ,h),00ll 
throughout the kingdom. It i> u peculiarity 
of the Ihiddhist religion, as it is established in 
Siam, that every uum from tin- King down¬ 
wards must, once in his life, he ordained to the 
priesthood and pass a certain time in the 
exercise of its functions. 'I'best* priests live 
in monasteries, arc condemned to celibacy, and 
forbid to labor. These monasteries, which arc 
by far the most splendid buildings in the king- 
dmu, arc not endowed with lauds or any fixed 
revenue. The priests are fed and clothed 
from the casual ami voluntary charity of the 
people, but such h the devotion of the Siamese, 
that this proves mi ample fund. The priests 
therefore, live in a degree of comfort which is 
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unknown among the f«'opk‘. Throughout tin- 
whole of their immense body a system of rigid 
subordination ami discipline is observed from 
the high priest down to the neophyte. The 
(Government names all the priesthood, contri¬ 
butes in a great degree to their support, and 
being in this state of dependence, and destitute 
*>f hereditary privileges or property, the effect 
ot their institution i* to enhance the arbitrary 
jKiwer of the Government, and l make little 
question hut that it is unduly contributive 
to the formation of that exquisite and un¬ 
paralleled system of despotism which prevails 
in Siam. 

Tlti- spirit of their religious institu¬ 
tions is not nut v diffused over the whole hodv 
■” * 

of the native population, tint extend* also t<> 
strangers residing in Siam. The (.'hinese espe- 
rbilly, whatever W their religious creed. profess 
them selves Buddhists as soon as they come into 
ihe country, intermarry with the Siamese, 
give alniK to the priests, frequent the temples, 
occasionally become priests themselves, and 
sacrificing tlie practice of burying their dead 
ami erecting rostly monuments over them, upon 
which in other eountrie* prescribed by the 
Buddhist faith even the wonted bigotry of the 
.Moliamiin'daus is roiuplld in some measure 
to give way ; tln-v often intermarry with 
tire Siamese, salute lire priests of Jiuddhn a- 
they {«i" them, and pay their court to the 
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Siamese Chiefs ami Government by making 
frequent offerings to tlu* priests and temples. 

73. < hi tin- character which is formed by 

these institutions. civil ami religious, ! shall 
offer a few words. The disposition of the 
Government seems nearly to level all distinc¬ 
tions except those of its own temporary creation. 
Hie lower orders are nn n level, ami no symptom 
is discoverable of the institution of the castes 
which forms so efniraeteristio ti feature of the 
state of society in Hindustan. Indtqumdent of 

the distinction of nations and tribes the oul\ 

■ 

other distinction is that of freemen and slaves. 
The tatter class according to the information 
1 have received is numerous. Slaves being by 
law exempted from tin- forced services derive 
from thisi-ircumstnu ea peculiar value. They 
are not treated with inhumanity, The master 
may punish them by imprisonment or moderate 
corporal infliction, hut no persou independent 
of the laws, is vested with tin* power of life and 
death over them. An extraordinary advance 
in latter times hi the price of slaves would 
si'etn to imply an important change in the 
frame of society, About n(J rimls was in 
former }>eriuds the price of a good slave, hut 
:tt present the average is about three times this 
amount. This implies an increased demand 
tor labour, which has no doiibl been the result 
of that Freedom from internal disorder and 
unarc by. and the augmentation of commerce 
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Jim! industry, which have now prevailed For 
10 years, since the final expulsion iff fin* 
Hummus, 

71, Hie alwettcc of free- labour makes it 
n mutter cif some difficulty to ascertain its 
acrim) price in Siam, The effect of the i on* 
script ion is »f course equivalent to that of u 
heavy tax upon it. At the capital the price of 
common day labour is us high u> a sailing nud 
:i half or 7 .[ amuis, and carpenters work is paid 
at the rate of J r a tied or Iff annus u duv. which 
rates are at least double those of (aleutti. 
1 lie nominal wages of a common day labourer 
at the ordinary price of the quality of 

grain, were he to labour 2M days in the month, 
would purchase mere grain eqnul to the con* 
sumption of |x individuals. I'Vom the nature 
■ it tiie forced services, however, it is evident 
that he cannot be exported to perform produc¬ 
tive labour for above two-thirds of this time, 
ami that his wages art* capable only of afford- 
■ n P f°°d fur twelve individuals instead of 
eighteen. from which again a great reduction 
must necessarily be made for the frequent 
holidays enjoined by tile l*uddhist religion. 
HtIM I imagine the wages of labour to be ampli 
pa hi in Siam, for tin- habitations of the Siamese 
jM-asantry are economical, in their diet they 
iii 1 '' all,-icurious, tin* necessaries of life, consist¬ 
ing of salt, spices and dried fish, remarkably 
cheap, es n«t tSieir Hmuue h such ns to render :i 
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Torr small portion of clothing, their don rest 
article of expenditure, sufficient. 

7.'», The great iptautity of fertile and 
appropriated land which exists. While it eva¬ 
sions a constant demand for labour, no doubt 
contributes, along with the tax on labour itself 
in the shape of forced services, to raise wages, 
while it prevents the price of provisions From 
advancing. 

■ <*. Mendicity is nut frequent in Siam, 
anri what exists seems to arise out of the 
religious institutions or the countrv. The ex- 
fieiisivo alms bestowed itjujn the priests do not 

deserve to .. under this name. They are 

a voluntary tax paid by the nation tmvnrds tlu* 
support of its religious institutions. Tin- su- 
|>erfluity of alms given to the priests, hnwev. 
is indeed a source of mendicity in the lain, 
and w ith the precepts of the Buddhist religion, 
which on joins giving charity among all classes! 
is tin- principal cause of beggary. Beggars are 
very seldom seen in the streets or public places 
on common m-casions. hut on holidays when 
the temples are open, hundreds of them may 
be observed in these edifices while the priests 
and the devout among the laity may be seen 
ostentatiously distributing alms among them, 

< * • f be age of marriage with both .sexes 
seems to be protracted among the Siamese to a 
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period (unusually lure for an Oriental people. 
The matter amongst them serins to be regu- 
lateil as in most European Countries, by the 
capacity of the parties to form a permanent 
"( ttlenient, i'ersons of rank .sometimes tnarrv 
winner. fiitt it is seldom that matrimonial con¬ 
nections are formed earlier than 21 for the 
men and IK for the women. The coiiscript&in 
auij Hie waste of life and labor by the priest- 
h«o<L to whieli the people naturally fly to avoid 
eonsmption. seem to he the principal muses of 
these protracted marriages. 

<fi| I" roiu the evidence now in Id iced I 
rliink it prohahJe that [the] population is nor 
retrogude or stationary at Siam, but on tin* 
eontraiy, progressive, ami that it is likely to 
eon tin tie increasing even under its present had 
form of t h>reriimerit, ns long ns trampiillitv 
ean lie maintained. 

7ik In the year 182 1 this increase re¬ 
vived a serious, though I believe only a 
temporary cheek, through the ravages of the 
t hoi era Morbus. I his disorder was traced 
fi" 1 !! J 1 'iiJilig am| t^ileda th** IVuirisula 

f o Sangora, along the western [shore] of the 
^■iiJf [to] the villages at the mouth of the 
Menam, from thence to the capital, from which 
it spread in one direction along the banks of 
Hie river until it reached the kingdom of Laos 
and in another along the head of the Gulf until 
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it found Its way to Kamb-tja and rtti Sly iu 
Cochin China. Its depredations at the eapital 
lasted no more then 15 days, but in that 
short period, appear from all accounts to 
have been frightful. The Siamese Minister 
informed me that by an investigation insti¬ 
tuted by order of His Majesty, it fas found 
that I/5th or as he expressed himself 2 in 
Id of the Siamese jmptdation of the Tmvti 
of lianghok had Wen swept off hv this 
malady, 


^11. \\ ith reference to the character of 

the Siamese in their domestic relations, 1 shall 
only advert to the condition of tile female sex. 
The rail of the Government for the service of 
the men necessarily throws an unusual slum- 
of toil upon the women. They arc constant! v 
To be seen occupied in such descriptions of 
labour as arc the exclusive province of tin 
mile sex ijj other countries. They are fur 
example employ id in tin* heaviest held labour, 
and on the Menam are more frequently seen 
than tlie men rowing and navigating the dif- 
ferent descriptions of craft, either employed it) 
fishing or in traffic. Little concealment or 
seclusion is observed with respect to women 
of any rank. They go abroad unveiled and 
openly, but this apparent indulgence arises 
obviously more from the men holding them 
cheaply than from any confidence which they 
repose in them. 


u\ 

/:!v tin su ceitSpiU d-, -pot. mi [In 

Siamese Government the people have hen 
tutiilly disarmed, and from this cause seems to 
result much of the servility. supine ness, and 
thorough submission which mark the Siamese 
diameter, ijtialitifs which yet have contributed 
|K?rhnps for so many ages to preserve the unitv 
mnl national independence of the country, not- 
withstanding their dcgnidmg operation in the 
moral diameter of the people. 


'flu* nutnml elTeer of such institutions 
as those of the Siamese upon their diameter is 
to mnler them tnn-andid, and pusillanimous. 
< tf persons about the f ourt tve found rapaciti 
and dissimulation to lie tin* strongest diame¬ 
ter i stir. Nr had reason indeed to believe, 
from all we heard. that the lower orders in rL 
provinces had a far more favourable character, 

I nit rhose of the capital with whom we had 
intercourse were certainly tainted with the 
v nf tjinr Nup^i'inrs. 

*■'*- die extravagant national vanity of 
all classes, (loivii even to the slave or peasant, 
ls !l I'art of their character not so easilv ac¬ 
counted for. unless it may he explained by their 
having been s-irmatided forages by conipi Ted 
>■’ trihuran -- it+ - and t(w.*ir pre-tl . 1 h n- 
•'“ ll,c " 1,1 all. ,rmiMin i! sup riont . l'h.« •.insular 

unity Jijijicars to hove be. n an luriburi of 
tlu- Siamese character in all ages, and never 





144 




fails to have been remarked by everv European 
writer who bus treated of it. Although this 
temper never breaks out into opprobrious or 
insulting language or conduct, yet, to say the 
least of it, it leads them to underrate aJ! 
strangers, and the consequence of this, in our 
own intercourse, was, to say the least of it, 
exceedingly inconvenient. Although capable 
of performing the most degrading or servile 
offices towards their superiors, yet lio reason - 
able reward would induce them to jietform 
any menial office for us. and even on the das 
on which we were presented a! Court, it wiw 
with considerable difficulty and not without 
much hesitation that bearers would ho allowed 
to carry our Pnlantfiiins. 

M. Considering the timid and even cow¬ 
ardly diameter which the enervating nature 
of their political institutions has produced, it 
may seem ac lii^t sight uiiarcmmtahlc to have 
cuiu|ucred amt long mnintametl their supe¬ 
riority over the small but braver tribes by 
nliom they are surrounded. This circum¬ 
stance however seems to me to resolve itself 
into the simple fact of sii|ieriority of civiliza- 
thui. winch implies in a word superiority of 
reso tri es in wealth and jh >piikttioh, with pos¬ 
session ut snlion] inutiou to authority, and 
thence the capacity to a certain extent at least 
<f acting in com ord upon concerted and sys¬ 
tematic views. 


] r. 


N.'i* Till" character of till- Siamese in the 
conduct of their wars appears in a verv un¬ 
favourable light. Imt if it W any palliation. it 
nuiv hf asserted that it is no worse than that 
'! their neighbours, tin* Ihinnaus. The frnn- 
rii " between them is reduced to desert. Tliev 
never cntm* ;«■ an open nail decisive contest 
and their hostilities, even at the highest, seldom 
amutmt to more than a petty warfare of j hosts. 

< hie great object ueeius to he the making of 
prisoners, anil in carrying this into effect. thev 
are fur from eon lining themselves to persons 
under mans, hut etpmilv earn off the pensitnrrv 
of the open country of hutli sexes. Their 

..prsicttee is to put the leaders to dc*ath. 

and to eon sign rhe meaner captives t« hard 
lalmiir for life in chains. At tin Siamese 
capital we daily saw great mmihn- of itiest- 
unfortunate persons L'liiphivisl in sowing, ditch¬ 
ing and oilier severe I a hour. 


Sd. I have next to offer a few words on 
the political relations of the Siamese. < )f these 
their relations with the I fur mans, Cnehin 
(‘bin cse iirid ( . . are of any consi¬ 

deration and their connection with our own 
Indian empire is next in importance. 

*"■ With the I hitmans the Siamese carry 

r " 

on an m terminal tie war. There are. ] lielievt*. 
now and then, moments of truce, hut the armies 
mi doth sides me ahvays mi the frontier and a 
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solid penee seem* tu k* impossible among l*ir- 
kirtaii* who view each oilier with so implacable 
;i hatred. Iii our intercourse with the Siamese 
we found tlmt even to mention the muue of the 
Httruuuis was considered a kind of incivility 
anil whenever they allude to them they talk of 
them as a faithless and treacherous rave with 
whom no terms might to be kept. I heir pos¬ 
session of a common religion mid in general of 
common laws and custom*. seems to have imp 
effect in a bat inn' this animus. 


J .ifitr i^tfi J Jiff* N 
i>rr«r4 her* 


ns* An oiih'm- of i-mli:i^s< + ^ 

MihsiUf- hrtui rn till- C'fK-hiti rhinal- :\nt\ flu* 

vet t\wv sire mutiuilh u-srimis* of i*:irli 

* ■ ■** ** 

other. The ilisnu'inlierment of t 3 u ■ kingdom of 
KnniHoja Is the principal subject of e<intention. 
Kneli partv lias seised a portion of thi* country, 
and this having brought them into inunetliute 
eontaet with each other * fur dispute or 
contention between them. Their territories 
population and resources tire probably nearly 
eipial. hut the military strength of the t'oehin 
('htiiesr, with the aid of Kumpean discipline, 
is infinitely heifer organized, and is. as well as 
the national ehameter, more Hr for agression 
ainl eiiterjiri/e than that of the Siamese, If 
these two nations should iptamrl. although 
neither be Miitnl to mnmtmn a permanent do- 
minion over the other, yet ait ambitions t'oehin 
< 'hinese lYincr would find no diifindty in 
seining the Siamese' portion of Knmbijn. of 
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milking formidable (inroads into tin* Siamese 
territory ami egtpecinlly of destroying m* sacking 
tin* capital, which. defenceless a- it is. would 
fall an easy prey to any sudden incursion. 

89. Sumo attempt id a coalition between 
tin* Cochin Chinese and llormnus. a people 
between whom there seem- never lief nr e to 
have existed any diploma tie or other inter- 
course, has been made within the [?his-t] two 
or three years. In the year 1*21 an envoi wn> 
sent from Cochin China to Ava. ami hv recent 
accounts if i- tmdcmnnd that a .Mission ha> 
been sent in return from the Illiniums. When 
1 was at Siii-gtm, from which the Cochin 
Chines#* Envoy -ailed. I endenvotiml, but in- 
cffpctimUv. to obtain a correct account of the 
object of hi- Mission. 1 could only learn that 
bis conduct was in general disapproval of. and 
that when he returned lie would In- In consi¬ 
derable risk of losing his head. It would 
appear dial when lie arrived at Ava. hi- was 
then received as a suspicious person and that 
doubts were entertained of his coming direct 
from the Court of Cochin China, upon which lie 
was imprisoned. The long detention occasioned 
hv this circumstance was received by the Cochin 
rldiicsc a> a crime, which they were preparing 
to punish in the manner I have [tcscriln-d, 

:m. The connection of the Siamese with 
the Chinese nation, although ostensibly |wiliii- 


<*a], is in fact purely of a eoiimicrcial nature. 
J lii' territories, indeed. harder upon each other, 
hut remote ai)fl thinly inhabited parts , ,f Wh, 
i heso are tin* kingdom of Lati on the ran* side, 
ami the < house province of Yiiiihii mi the 
other. Here some tilt Hi r in cnrrii'd nil Wtwri-ii 
them, and a considerable number of the Chinese 
of \ uimii have settled at Lam-hang. the capital 
«f Lao. and other town* of the country. But 
iin* great intercourse is genera II v maritime ami 

I * 

such as I have already described. Tlu* King 
of Siam. although I lie circumstance Tic not 
generally known, acknowledged himself a tri¬ 
butary of the Emperor of Chin i. [Ii> lining 
so does not arise* from anv fmliticnl necessity or 
consideration, or our of am actual dependence 
of Siam upon ( liina. lint altogether From rids 
mercenary motive, that the vessels which carry 
the ambassadors may, under pretext of their 
doing so. lie exempted from the payment of all 
imposts. With this view two of the largest 
description tif junks, amounting to nearly LtHlil 
tons each, sail annually from Bangkok to 
( anton loaded with merchandize. I'hov carrv 
ambassadors annually to (lie Vice Jhiv of 
Clinton arid once in three years, these ambits- 
suiurs go to Be kin. an honor, however, of 
which they are not considered worthy until 
they receive a title of Chinese nobility from 
the \ lee Hoy and assume the costume of the 
Chinese, They carry the Chine*© Emperor a 
golden llnuer in token of tribute, hut receive 


m return to a far greater value. The 
vanity of one Court ami tht* rapacity of the 
other have long rendered this intercourse a 
permanent one. 

-H. 1 he relations winch subsist lietweeti 

Siam and European nations are purely com¬ 
mercial, with the exception of the late political 
connection with our own. which has resulted 
from their recent prosperity and our areideuta] 
possession of L Vi lice of \\ ales Island. In mi 
dispatch reflecting the affairs ofQueda. J have 
explained at considerable length rhe nature, 
character, and eon sequence* of this connection. 

I may here repeat that the Siamese, notwith. 
standing their numbers and the extent of their 
territory, are n people whose power cun in no 
respect In* daugeroua to us. even at so weak 
a [mint as Prince of Wales Island. Their 
utter nant of maritime skill and resources 
renders them not only incapable of miv :o tiv<- 
and formidahle aggression. bur deprives thciu 
of the means of harassing mid distressing' their 
neighbours even by such practical depredations 
as have rendered many of the tribes of the 
Indian Islands, of the West Coast of India, and 
of the Persian and Arabian Culfs troublesome 
or even formidable to tin- peaceable and richer 
nations in their vicinity. In reference to the 
immediate relation of the -Nnmese with our¬ 
selves, there is ..ther matter to In* taken into 

consideration. (Jo flic Bay of Bengal or Straits 


of Malacca, where th<*% come into immediate 

# 

contact with us. they art* nearly destitute of 
jwirts or harbours, anti the country in Lrenrral 
is little hotter than a wilderness. The stremsth 
and population of Siam lie on tile hanks of the 
Metiam, and between this and the points when; 
tliev miyrht come into collision with its there 
intervene mountains, forests and marshes 
difficult to |m>s. I'niler these circumstances, 
and considering the timid Hmrmtor of the 
Siamese and their thnroiuih want of discipline. 

I am firmly and decidedly of opinion that there 
is no force with which they could invade the 
opposite territory of Quwhi. sertinjr nUoircthei* 
aside the mews difficult enterprise of invudiini' 
iVnaun itself, that could ever be dniiperoiis 
to us, or which tuiiihr not readily Ih» rejudled 
by a few companies of sejiovs. 

t 1 -. It is jtossible. however, that the va¬ 
nity ami ainbitiuii of the Siamese, hi mved np 
hy their recent prosperity, may render them, 
while in possession of Qneda. for a time at 
least although not dniiLterous vet troublesome 
neiplilMiurs to us, Having never mcasurtsl 
their atreiifrrh w ith an Kurojicau enemy, they 
will inevitably miscalculate it, and their nrrn- 
ir:uice will be Mir.- to interpret our forivearanee 
into fear anil apprehension. This is a con¬ 
tingency which may l«- looked for, while the 
rapiisito measures for meeting it should be 
nutieijiutcd. 


\K\. -Should tin* arrogance of the Siamese 
embarrass us in the manner I have pointed hut 
ns probable, it appear* to me that it will un¬ 
questionably in- the best jKiliry to meet the 
difficulty at once. The military preparations 
for this purpose may be matte on the most 
moderate and economical scale. A simul¬ 
taneous attack by a few companies of sepoys 
from tVumig and the blockade of the Memun 
by J or A cruizers of the smallest class. ir 
appears to fue, will he adequate to every object. 
Through ibe military attack the Siamese would 
be driven out of Qttedu. and either the legiti¬ 
mate prime restored, or they themselves 
eompellod to outer into equal and equitable 
eontlitems of commerce and friendship with us. 
The blockade of the Mcnatu will lie the easiest, 
safest and most effectual measure that ran 
well he ctHiteuiplated. The squadron will In* 
secure in the Kue harbour of the fcnchitnggnnip 
of Islands of which a survey is in the posses¬ 
sion of (rovenimcnt. and nearly from rids 
station ir will have in its power to intercept, 
no! only the whole foreign trade id the king¬ 
dom. which centres in the Mcnuni mid enn 
pass by .. route, but the valuable tri¬ 

butes and forced deliveries w hich are copvevwi 
to the capital from every part of the liulf, lint 
especially from its eastern shore. In that 
foreign commerce mid these deliveries nut 
imlv the fiovermnent itself is concerned. but 
every individual about tile < V»urt, and above 


iill those wild conduct tlif intern Hirst’ with 
strangers have ;i direct and personal interest. 
mi that it may he reckoned with cortaijitv that 
!i few minitiis continuance of the hlokiulc with¬ 
out indicting sniv injury iijmti tin- people, 
would enable u> tu dictate to the I irnil of Siam 
aitv conditions which it might he considered 
jnsr nr itecewnrv to impose upon it. 

!M. W lieu it jfiKiil understanding is once 
established between us ami the Siamese. It 
appears m me. as I have stated in another place, 
that ad vantmres both of a cnimncrriiil and 
|M»]itiea! nature limy he gained from tlu-ir 
friendship. wliieli never can lie expected from 
that uf the Malays. Hie political connection 
it may he reckoned will ha hi ice the power of 

the Harmans and check the ... of that 

|ample which has of late years si often proved 
(rotihli-sonic to tis. and unless I am misinform- 
rd. the latest accounts from Ava prove that 
the hare knowledge of our Mission to Siam lias 
already 1 jin ] a tendency of this nature, 

*>■>. lint it is our commercial relations 
alone with Stain which are most deserving „f 
attention. 1 am firmly of opinion that there is 
n " eoutitrv of India in proportion to its extent 
and population with which, were the inter¬ 
course placed upon a fair and liberal footing, a 
more valuable commerce could he conducted 
,l - v h- ur i»l«*aBs, hilt csfh-ciidlv by our own nation. 


I shall lien? describe in a, few mints the prin¬ 
ciples M]hmi which ]t>li!'■ i- 1 ;* rk c—niliicrce is :ii 
present conducted, obstacles with which it lias 
tci struggle, ami the most probable moans of 
removing them. 

3fi. I may begin by distinctly stating 
that the great obstacle to the extension uf 
European commerce is not dim-tlv the arbit¬ 
rary character of the Government itself and the 
[mjsecuritv of property which nmv In. sup. 
posed to result from it, for the property of 
strangers is as secure from positive depredation 
in the Menam as in the Hough ly. nor front 
Contempt of foreign trade in gene nil. f„ r 
Government holds this in dm highest esteem, 
nor from politieal jealousy itself, for even of 
this the foreign trade doc s not experience the 
effects, but always entirely from the injurious 
people of the Government interfering in roue 
tnereiai matters, and appearing itself «s the 
chief trader in all the must valuable produc¬ 
tions of the country, as well as axereising :1 
monopoly over much of what is imported bv 
Strangers, 

n,. J have already enumerated the prio- 

eijcd artic les of monopoly. I j. these a fixed 

prive is placed and there in no trade carried mi 
in them with private individuals except rime 
destimdv, t r i ire strained dealing on rhe part of 
an KurojH-au merchant i> by tm means a matter 
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of course even when the established rules 
lire complied with, for a specific licence must 
ho obtained and every licence so granted is 
considered ns a Ijooh on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment. 


W8. The following short detail of the 
actual circumstances under which the European 
trade is conducted will convey a more lively 
Impression of its character than any general 
description. When an European slop arrives 
off the bar at the mouth of the Menatn, she 
must send ;i boat to the village of Pak-ruuu, a 
distance of ]!) miles, for a pilot which will 
probable have to wait there until communica¬ 
tion he had with the Court, The charges for 
pilotage are extremely moderate. When she 
arrives at Pak-mun she must there land her 
camions arul. if required, her small arms and 
ummunitiou. When she arrives at the capital, 
she is not permitted to take her station in that 
part of the river which the Commander may 
consider rlie most convenient for business— 
she must be moored before the house of the 
lVah Khun;, that she may lie more completely 
under the surveillance of Ids officers ; one or 
two row boats with Police Officers are placed 
alongside of her for further security. In this 
situation no intercourse is allowed between the 
strangers and the natives except by express 
permission of the f’mh-Klmig. This order is 
enforced by the terror of corporal punis hme nt 
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or heavy finest, anti it few Jvo!d or desj crate 

individuals only infringe it hv occasional! v 
+ - - * 

coming on board of her at night clandes¬ 
tinely. 

99. It is singular that the object of fid' 
rigid police is not to hinder that smuggling 
which leads to defrauding the revenue. for this 
is a matter which in every case is looked upon 
as a very venial offence, hut to obviate the 
risk of impairing the value of tin- officers' 
perquisites. After the ship is mimr<d a list of 
the goods is demanded from the m err hunt mid 
be is desired to land musters of the whole at 
the house of the I Yuli Klang. The ostensible 
object of this is to secure to the King bisi-jaitn 
of pre-emption. A seem* now takes phu-e 
highly discreditable to the (hiccrimient and 
injurious to the merchant, in which the actors 
are the Prah-Klang himself in person, and 
vermin naturalized. Mahumeduns. rbr descen¬ 
dants of emigrants from various |«rts of the 
toast of ( oromiindeL These persons will 
condescend to haggle and bargain for rlu< 
last farthing. They begin by denying the 
gtHjds and by underrating them, offering pro¬ 
bably one half of their intrinsic value, The 
great object which they have in view 1 )V 
this disreputable proceeding is to lVnirv 
out the patience of the trader, and fnreo 

him to dispose of ids ..k below th,-i r 

value. 


lot). After haggling in this manner for 
perhaps u fortnight or three weeks. they finally 
make a selection of the most vendible parts of 
the cargo, This is divided amongst the party 
themselves who dispose of them in the open 
market for their own profit, and even such 
[portions as finally tirid their wav to the palace 
are charged by the same individuals at an 
advance of 100 or 200 per cent, notwithstand¬ 
ing i hat the accommodation of the Court is the 
original pretext fur exerting the claim of pre- 
eiuiprion. It is fur the purpose of securing’ 
this, petty advantage that the Pruh Klang and 
Ids parti maintain the rigid [police which I 
have described. The funds obtained by these 
i«**a us are not paid to tile merchant but kept 
in the hands of the Minister as a source of 
influence and control over the future conduct 
of the merchant. 

101. The interference of the Govern¬ 
ment however, is nut confined to the dis[io8id 
nf the import cargo. Its pernicious effects are 
also Felt in the purchase of the returns. With 
this view intimation is given Up tile principal 
Chinese and Siamese merchants to sell nothing 
to the European trader till the Pmh Klang 
shall have previously sold at his own price a 
given quantity of produce, and to carry this 
into effect the same vexatious means are had 
recourse to as in the purchase of his import 
cargo. 


lo7 




!'>-• Tin* ofth-ern of (1 overt) meat, while 
they succeed in maintaining the system now 
described, and which conduces most to their own 
personal advantage, seem little anxious about 
their public duties. Corruption and unskilful - 
ness mi the part of the officers of revenue are so 
general that more than two thirds of both the 
import and export cargoes are generally smug¬ 
gled :—a matter with which the frah Khmg 
and liis party are always sufficiently acquainted. 
In illustration of this practice I shall quote an 
example which fell immediately under mv own 
observation. The English Ship [ J lmmix soli I 
about a fourth part of her import cargo to the 
Court, rpi.ui this portion the duties could not 
he evaded amt they amounted to about 
tteals. The other three fourths of her cargo 
slit- sold to private merchant, and upon these 

the duties at.. to something less than 

H00 tie. its, 

1 ft-*. With respect to the nominal duties 
and charges these can not Ire deemed oppressive 
*»r exorbitant in amount. They consist of a 
duty on tonnage or rather a measurement duty, 
an import ad valorem duty of * per cent., an 
export duty and certain presents. 

104. Although the amount of all these 
he tolerably well determined, yet from the 
anxiety of the I’rah Klung and his party to 
maintain an undue and arbitrary influence in 
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this matter, they endeavour to envelope the 
subject in as much uncertainty as possible, and 
in consequence of this [ never could obtain 
from them an official copy of the Siamese 
tariff. The terms of it however are welt under¬ 
stood and may be described as follows. The 
measurement duty amounts upon vessels of 
three masts to eighty ticals, upon the Siamese 
fathom of six feet six inches, and to one half 
of this amount only upon a brig. 

105. The inijxirt duty amounts to 8 per 
cent. The export duty is a fixed and specific 
impost up m each commodity. Thus upm 
the great article of European export, sugar, it 
is \ ttcal—the Chinese pccul. Tin- presents- 
are considered to amount generally, upm ves¬ 
sels of every description, to about JdXPO deals, 
hut as a return is made to the extent of at 
least 50 per cent, of these, the real amount is 
no more than 500 ticals. I [ton the exporta¬ 
tion of buffion or even of the coin of the 
country is neither duty, restriction nor prohi¬ 
bition, arid upon the whole it must hi* acknow¬ 
ledged that there is nothing illiberal or oppres¬ 
sive in the nominal and ostensible regulations 
of the Siamese trade in its relation to Euro¬ 
peans and that it is the practice only win eh is 
vexatious and oppressive. 

Iiifi. The following rase w |[f illustrate 
the effect and amount of the duties as they at 
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present stand. The Jlrig I’hfenix brought a 
cargo of British ami India goods valued at 
twenty-four thousand two hundred and eight v- 
t"o Heals, her measurement duty was 1.4‘»*| 
lira Is, her import duties Heals, her export 

duties ti,4 j p ticals, and the el targe for presents 
605 deals. I he whole duties amounted thus 
to 11,500 tieals, which upon the import ami 
export cargo together, worth I4S.564 ticals, 
amounts only to the moderate impost of eight 
jier eent. Hi it this vessel from peculiarity of 
circumstances paid the full duties upon her 
whole export cargo, instead of one half or one 
third :u* more usually happens. [f one half of 
these therefore Jh* deducted, it will he found 
Hint tile whole duties upon the export and 
import cargo will not exceed six percent. 

107. This system of conducting the com* 
i Here in 1 intercourse with strangers is not an 
abuse of modern times hut Ims imfurtmuitelv 
always formed a part of the Siamese svstem of 
Government from the earliest period of our 
knowledge of that country. Within late years, 
indeed, the system, from the increase of other 
brandies of trade, lias been rather relaxed or 
at least acted upon with more moderation. 
The Chinese trade, as 1 have observed in an. 
other place, is alone conducted upon free and 
liberal principles. No claim of pre-einptiuu 
is exercised with regard to their cargoes. 
They are allowed to buy and sell freely where 
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they <:.in make tin* liest market, and the effect of 
this is evident enough in the spirit with which 
their trade is conducted, its extent and its 
value. Even the privileges of this nation are 
of comparatively modern standing. They 
owed them, f may observe, in the beginning in 
some degree to the suppleness and servility of 
their own character, to a feeling on the part of 
the Government that a Free intercourse with 
this people was exempt From political danger, 
and above all, the accident already alluded to 
«»f one of their own race having sat for a period 
of many years upm the throne of Siam, who 
gave peculiar encouragement to the trade and 
settlement of his countrymen. Some of their 
more recent privileges, on the other hand, 1 
am convinced they owe to their numbers, their 
wealth, and their Consequent indue nee, and 
they now hold the whole of them upon the 
beat security, the fear of the Siamese Govern¬ 
ment to infringe u|. them. 

1 OS. All European and American nations 
are placed upon an equality in respect to trade, 
as S have already mentioned. The Portuguese, 
who since IS 11* had been allowed a Consul, 
and have had the* import duties upon their trade 
reduced by - per cent., form as we liatl a 
personal opportunity of observing ourselves, 
no real exception to tin* rule. The personal 
treatment pursued towards the Consul is such 
as if observed towards * Hritish Agent must 
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brim? cm n war in less than six months. A 

flagrant example of this is quoted in the 

Journal where I have described him as being 

most wantonly placed imder arrest, and even 

threatened with the bastinado. With respect 

to the reduction of 2 per cent., the advantage 

accruing from this from the mode of levying 

the diitv, turns out in fact to In* little better 
* 1 

than nominal, since, as already mentioned, 

nearly tf-4thn of these duties are under auv 
% " 

circumstances virtually evaded. 

I<ip. In 1H2U. the Government of Batavia 
sent an Agent to the t’oiirt of Siam with a 
view of renewing the old Treaties which 
existed and reestablishing the I hitch factory. 
The result of this mission amounted to a com¬ 
plete failure and I was given t'» understntid 
upon the 1 iest authority, that tin* conduct ob¬ 
served bv the Court towards the Knvny was 
highly irritating and illiberal. No intercourse 
whatever has since taken place between the 
I hitch and Siamese. 

Iltl. The Americans with all the pru¬ 
dence and discretion which mark these people 
as traders, do rot seem to have fared Itetter 
than others. They have received. I Was in¬ 
formed at Siam, a promise to he allowed to 
establish a t "unsnl-ship at liaugkok. but of this 
Ijcniiissinti they have not availed themselves, 
nor does it appear to rue that if they did. it 
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would he rtf tlif* slightest utility to them. 

Hi. Tllf Supply'll interests uf the (rcjv- 
moment mid the mu picsti nimble interests of 

the .sr [Miwi-rfuJ party in thy state being 

concerned in maintaining the existing system 
«*t restrictions in regard to tin* commercial in- 
twi'iitH’Sc with hnrnpenns. this Fart is <iloiu‘ 
sufficient to account for our own failure in 
obtaining a free trade. Causes, however, of n 
temporary or secondary nut art* contributed, 
which, could they have been provided for, 
would in my opinion have placed «itr trade 
upon at least a more favourable footing than 
it now stands. The temporary causes alluded 
to were the irritation produced by the untuck \ 
and imlooked for oiriirnuci of (Juedn : otic 
affording an asylum to the King: with our 
positive refusal to deliver hint up; and our 
express denial of permission to purchase tire- 
arms at our -'settlements while the Siamese and 
fiuruiaus were at war: with a certain amt 
natural jealousy of our formidable jKtwer in 
India : and the apprehension of which, not- 

withstanding the ... vanity of the 

Siamese, they are nut entirely blind to. I pon 

the subject of Hre-nrio" thev hud cxtmordinnrv 

■ ■ 1 

s|ie'.s throughout the whole iiegueinterns, and 
I am convinced that there is mi motive which 
can lie held out to them m, likely as this to 

induce ihcm to relax the severity of their.n- 

nli-rejal restrictions. 


I I '2, Before dismissing llip subject of 
Siam, it will be necessary Unit 1 should emj it 
few words oti the best menus of obtaining a 
share of the valuable trade whieh this country 
seems capable of maintaining with Kurojiean 
nations. Tin- establishment of & Consul at the 
capital with this view appears neither an eli¬ 
gible nor adequate measure. Considering the 

high rone and diameter whidi the nature of 
our Indian relations must compel ns always to 
maintain. and that these must rmm into direct 
eolHrinii with the extravagant vanity* preten¬ 
sions and ignorance of the ^iuitiese, it appears 
to me licit it might involve ns in a political 
connection with that people tending to an ex¬ 
tension of authority and dominion incompatible 
with our professed pulley. Concluiliiig a com- 
incmul treaty with the Nmnese, even* if 
this were ensv, scents liable To the same ob¬ 
ject ions. 

ICS. I should he iiudined lo prefer to 
these, did n Fair opportunity offer, tile forma¬ 
tion of a com me rein I emporium in one of the 
islands uf the Mnlf of Simn. exactly on the 
stone principles our establishment at Singa- 
jMire* Hu- uninhabited group of the Si-Cluing 
Islands, which contains a Hue hurlu hi r ami lies 
in the direct route of the native commerce of 
the (i id f, offers a most advantageous situation 
for sueb an emporium. Were this or a similar 
position under the security ami protection of 
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-in Liiiiijii'im ! ■ i>v crniiicn i, I might safely 
venture to prediet tlmt it would unhiedudely 
berumi* an entreat for the principal portion of 
rim trade which countries in the < In If of Siam 
eniiduet ivitb Cochin China and the western 
and .southern parts of Asia, white it would 
create mi extension of Harnpeait commerce 
with those countries of which there has i H *eu 
hitherto no example. 

il i. {if the Siamese trade oitr establish' 
ment at Siugap»rp has indeed ttlrendv attrm t- 
• [ 7V(v *pp>%ntm etl. J he position of Singapore, however, 

«• ««•'-*» W] though ill general so highly 'favourable aft m 
empori iniL i.* uofc caI*:ijtal(Mj to secure rlmst* 
advantages which I have now sjmcuhited ujhhi 
in an emporium formed within the Culf of Siam. 
fi*r it lies far out of the direct route of that 
jireat intercourse which tin* countries on the 
Culf maintain with Chum, a trade which in fart 
LH-eatlv exceeds that of Singapore, native and 
European put together. No prt of this trade 
can ever centre in Singapore, and therefore 
this place is inadequate to secure to our trade 
the advantage* which 1 have contemplated as 
attainable in our emporium at the head of the 
of Siam. 


[Paragraphs 115 to |Sfj deal witli Corbin 
China.] 


lHt * 1 s,,nM <*<.tudi this report with a 
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UiW S* ,J<vra3 feflwtions iip in the advantage* 
whiflt may result to our mule from an exl ended 
commercial intercourse with Siam am] < Whin 
Chios, tlm great object of the mission with 
vvhith I had the honor to Ik* entrusted. 
I lo^e two kingdoms between them certainK 
mu tain not le& than •11,00,000 of inhabitant, 
who in point of civ illation stand at leant in 
the second rank of Asiatic Nations, and wlmso 
(•overrun eats, although arbitrary and despotic, 
! ' t, ‘i H^rd a certain protection N* Hie lives 
and properties of their subjects, and an 
probably after all not worse than f |„. 
nc ralitv of bastern Governments, while for 
more security they arc greatly m.pmor r„ 
those of all the minor nations and tribes 
of Asia, 


lS -- intercourse having taken place 
with these nations for upwards of a rciitnn 
should a commerce he established wiili them ir 
(***. i will not W loo much to assert that *11. till. or Hi 
of const)mers and producers will short U be 
added to the mass ,.f our Indian commerce. 

Ihis population inhabits a fertile .. 

ami chiefly lies upm rite shores of the mu*i 
frequented or accessible portions of ihe Ii, f |i 1(n 
Si-as. fuiih nations are at the saute time omi 
ui n state more Fiivimrahli circumstanced f (U - 
maintaining a foreign commerce than ht nuv 
known jH riful of tln-ir history, lii-gular mid 
even Strung th>vi riimciits arc established h, 


them, : l r11 1 thr-y have now both been. Fur some 
years, recovered from a long period of anarchy 
anti civil war. The Siamese it appears to me 
are likely tu become the most extensive con¬ 
sumers of our Indian and Kuropenn maim fac¬ 
tum! goods, particularly of our cottons. From 
the sketches 1 have given nF their trade some 
opinion may lie entertained of their taste and 
capacity for their consumption of these, ami 
their ahilitv to afford returns. The Cochin 

W 

Chinese from their peculiarity of taste, amt 
the state of society amongst them, arc upon 
the whole not so likely to he such extensive 
consumer* of our manufactured gauds as the 
Siamese, with perhaps the exception of wool¬ 
lens. bur they are more likely to occasion a 
demand, directly ur indirectly, fur the raw 
or Lin wrought production* of our Indian pos¬ 
sessions. 

)s,S. 1 am inclined to hop- that the trade 

of Siam and Cochin China will also afford an 
indirect channel for the emplovmeut of otir 
capital, still more extensive and advantageous 
than the direct trade with those* nations thorn* 
seJves, l mean a trade with China. This is 
more particularly applicable fo Cochin I 'hiiui 
than to Shim. Wcanse it lies more in the 
direct route of trade and Chinese vessels 
which frcijuciit its ports stand more in need 
of return cargoes than they do in Siam, 
hut it applies indeed to hot El. and embraces 
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w. W 

U r. Scv. SwLntfln, To f 
Furs Willian^ 

iT June W, S. Cracroft Esquire 

im 

Acting Secretary to Government 
Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir, 

* 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
fr,,,iy Mi* »f your dispatch dated 21st February last,* 
*•* ">}>•'*■ forwarding translation of a letter From the 
Siamese Minister called the Prnb K limit to tin* 
address <>f the Honorable the Governor, and an 
original letter from the second Minister Pay a 
Pipat Kosa to the address of the Persian Se¬ 
cretary, and to transmit for the information of 
the Governor in Council, copy of the reply 
which it has been determined to return to the 
hitter, through the Resident at Singapore. 


2, The Governor General in Council is 
apprized that Mr. Crawford lias already coni- 
rauuicated personally to the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island the results of his Mi>- 
sion to Siam as far as its relations are imme¬ 
diately concerned, 1 am now instructed to 
transmit for the information and consideration 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council 
copies of the detailed Journals of Mr. Craw- 
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furd’s proceedings and negoeiution* luoth in 
Siam and Cochin China, mid of his report ihi 
the political state anil commercial resources of 
those countries, with copy of the instructions 
issued hy this Government in reply. 

3. 1 am directed, to take this npport unity 

of repairing an accidental omission at the time 
hy communtrating to the Government of Prince 
of Wales Island Mr. (Yawfurd's app tnrnient 
to the situation of Resident at Siugapufe. Hi> 
instructions provide for his conducting, on 
the part of the Supreme Government, arty 
incidental political duties which may arise 
connected with Siam and Cochin China, ns 
well as with the neighbouring independent 
Malay States situated to the Eastward of the 
Straits of Malacca, anil lie has hern directed 
to transmit both to this department and to 
Penang, any information of events and pro* 
feedings in those countries of which if may hi* 
useful for either Government to he apprized. 

1 hove fora. 

(Signed ) Guo: Sw im os 
Scry. to Govt. 


Fort William 
27 June IH23. 


- 
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rv " ,rjr W»KT r< UIX WALLIS the 7 August 1&3. 

^ S tuitw tatl Irtiii iiTfc " 

u4t-l*l r ] 1 |». PiliM. — - _ __ 
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JtatfiiMUn* ■inr 
isi fail*# J'.ryfli 
Mr. Seurciuft 

Swinum m 
I-Yktc vmiurn 
rj*. • if 7 .law?. 


I>riiFt nf a letter to the Siamese Minister, 


f have received jour Exec!letter^ letter 
ii»«l laid it before the Double. the Oovemcir 
Oeneml nf India, who directs me to write as 
follows, 1 lie (■overnor(ienetal sent a Mission 
to His Majesty the King of Slum in the year 
to request that a friendly intercourse 
vuight lx* opened between the Kingdom of Siam 
ami the British ]M>ssessions, and that free trade 
might he established on both sides. In a e- 
eordanre with this proposition the merchants *.f 
Siam were invited to frequent the jmrts of 
Western India on l lte terms of the most favour¬ 
ed nations, ami the ports of IVnaiig ;l ml Singa- 
|«>re were entirely thrown open to them. Mr. 
< ’rawford, the (iovenjor Ueneral’s earn, de¬ 
manded similar or equal advantages fo r H„. 
English in tin- |Mirt- of Siam. hut the Unvern 


ment of Nam would make no changes, an <j t |,t 
regulations of trade in Regard to European me 
thms are irksome and burdensome, „nd !lH } 1>t ,g 
they continue in force the English eanin* trad, 
to Slant with advantage. This you, Exeelldev 
knows is the true mime why the attempt on 
our pn to establish an intern.nrse of friend 
dup and commerce was not altogether success 
I III. la t the Siamese admit the English ami 
American nations to trade on the same term. 
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as the (’ItitK'-ie ami friendship and commerce 
will prosper. The Siamese are admitted into 
our on the snme terms as the Chinese 

or any other nation, anil it would he fair ami 
equitable that we should be admitted to trade 
in Siam on terms of reciprocal advantage. 

The Governor General in Council approves 
the conduct of Mr. Crawford. The letter of 
which he was the hearer referred to the per¬ 
sonal instructions which he received and he 
Iris done nothing contrary to them, lie was 
not only the bearer of a letter like ordinary 
envoys, but also the Representative of the 
Governor General, and of this your Excellency 
was fully a ware. The Siamese hud permitted 
the Portuguese to establish a Commercial Agent 
at Siam, and they had promised the same thing 
to the Americans. There was therefore noth¬ 
ing unreasonable in Mr. Crawford’s requesting 
n similar ad vantage for the English, lint ti tiding 
that thi’ pro post I was not agreeable to the 
•Siamese Government, he forebore to urge it. 

Rejecting the measuring of rivers, the 
construettiig of maps, nod the counting uf the 
(lojtii lotion alluded to in your ExcellemyS 
letter, and tin- pretended intention of the 
English to seize upon Siam, these your Excel¬ 
lency cannot hut lie aware are the eiiluiiimcs of 
idle or designing men, and are imworthv of 
the frankness and sincerity of a friendly nation. 
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The Governor General directs me further 
to ftiy that he feels regret for the misconduct 
of private individuals of the English nation :*< 
Siam should such have taken place. J ouch- 
W the affair of Messrs Smith and Storm the 
Governor General wishes they had hem better 
acquainted with the - customs of Siam, but 
cannot think their ignorance nr even indiscre¬ 
tion worthy of punishment by -stripes or 
fetters or imprisonment. These person* com¬ 
plain that they were long detained in Siam 
and that they found the regulations of trade 
oppressive. 

In token of the Governor General's frieinl- 
uliip and respect for lhs Majesty lie Iw-gs to 
send with this letter a few trifling articles ns 
presents. 


(A true Copy) 

(Signed) Oku. Swistmk. 


y ol{ J t-oKNWALLLs tin* r August isa 

*oL SKfr, pp. ------- - - _ 


To 


J. C’kawfuhD Esquire. 

Resident at .Singapore, 


Sir, 


The Governor General in Council having 
had under deliberate* consideration the Journal 
uf your proceed!ogs in Siam and Cochin China, 
and your general report on the state and re- 
sources of those countries. 1 am now directed 
to communicate to you his sentiment* and ob¬ 
servations on such of the points comprised in 
the above interesting and vafuahie documents 
a* require ntfh-ia] notice. 

-. A jienivd of flic Journal ha* served 
to confirm and augment the favourable opinion 
before iutinn)ted of the zeal, judgment and 
discretion which characterised flu* whole of 
your proceedings in the execution of the duties 
confided to von. and the (Governor General in 
Council has now further To record Ids high 
sense of the value ami importance of the infor¬ 
mation contained in your report, regarding the 
political and social condition of the countries 
visited In you. their commercial resources ami 
the demands of their markers, the romper :uui 




policy of tin* Court a-id their relutioni with 
other neighbouring or with European Power*. 
Your diligence and perseverance in c<dlecting 
materials under all til'* disadvantages ajpinst 
which you had to contend, an- no less strikin ' 
and commendable than the ability and porspec- 
nitv with whivli the result of vour researches 

B* ■ 

has been exhibited in the paper before Govern¬ 
ment. The clear ami distinct view indeed, 
which it affords of the actual state and existing 
resources of those interesting regions might 
justly ho considered no inade:|uate return for 
tlu» cost of the Mission even had its direct and 
immediate objects failed altogether of nccmn- 
plishment. 

li, \\ itb respect to tin- political result of 

your Mission, the Governor General in Council 

observes, that as far as regards Cm-lnn ('Inna, 

the views and expectations of the Government 

in the deputation of an Envoy to that Court 

have been substantial I v realised. 

* 


d. In Siam little or no jiositive advan¬ 
tage has been secured to our trade, and regret 
at the indifferent success of your negotiations 
at that Court is enhanced bv the infnrim* 
tion which you have afforded of the great 
emimimml resources and capabilities of the 
ronntry and the taste prevailing in the Siamese 
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markets for some of our staple n i aim fact u res 
I he foundations however tif a Friendly inter- 
t-ounw with tin* (invernment have Iwen bid l>\ 
your visit there, and this circumstance, ronihined 
wit!i the knowledge acquired of the characters 
of the principal persons of tin* Court and of the 
precise obstacles which oppose tin* accomplish- 
inent of our views, may In* considered to have 
prepared the way For the future admission of 
British commerce on an equitable and mutually 
advantageous footing, under a more wise and 
liberal pdimmstration tliitu flit* present one. 
Whatever may he the real ground of the ob¬ 
jection of the Siamese to a fair and unres¬ 
tricted trade with i-,iiro|je;m nations gcncrallv. 
and with tin* hmrlidi in particular, rite failure 
to remove rile'; may doubtless as you have 
observed. be In purl asm lied To accidental and 
teinjKirary causes, and there would further 
apjiear to W something in the character and 
disposition of the 1 Villi Kiting or Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Ins party peculiarly 

mifiivonrahle to a in ire intimate ... 

and intercourse with 1 iritis h subjects, which 
reluctance. it is reasonable to hope, may exist 
in a U‘>> iliyri*!' wilb others hereafter, more 
otfpeeblh when experience shall have shown 
that by driving away tin- European fritde alto* 
^filler through the operation of their n-strii- 

tions rln-\ must uifessai j|\ d -strov the sources 

* * * 

ni tlu* |>r«itir whirl* tin iv'sh^tum* an* lit- 
En sf+run** njt ^vrnnia] i’ll tin- 


Siamese Ministry thereto re, and the example 
of Cochin China, should a fret- intercourse with 
that quarter he established, might be expected 
to produce an alteration propitious to the ac¬ 
complishment of our views at some future 
jn-riod and this prospect deserves t» be kept 
steadily iti view. Your situation us Resident 
at Singapore will enable you to procure in for¬ 
mation of all that passes at Siam, and to avail 
yourself of any opening that may occur favour¬ 
able to the promotion of the views which 
suggested the deputation of an Envoy, and 
it is the desire of the biivernor General in 
Council, that vnu should cndcu vour to main tain 

V 

a correspondence and communication with that 
Court, more especially with the Deputy Minis¬ 
ter Cra Pipat Cosa. who seems to have been 
personally friendly and well disponed towards 
the Mission. 

d. It is of course of great importance, 
the Governor General in Council observes, to 
have learnt both the precise nature of the 
obstacles which exist to prevent un advan¬ 
tageous trade with Siam and also the rueans of 
obtaining a share of the valuable commerce 
which you consider the latter country capable 
«>f conducting with European nations, should 
the Government persist iln refusing to admit 
of dealings in their own ports free of the 
vexatious and ruinous restrictions which now 
prevail. Yimr suggestions therefore regarding 
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the formation of a commercial establishment 
on the uninhabited group of the Si-C)umg 
Islands, is considered to merit every consi¬ 
deration, and will he home in mind against 
the occurrence of any opportunity favourable 
for Its execution hereafter. 

7. The (Governor General in Council has 
particularly adverted to the circmn stance that 
the concession tin our part of permission to the 
Siamese Government to purcluiso firearms at 
Calcutta and other Presidencies would to all 
ap|Nominee have induced die King r<> grant 
the freedom of coimnerce in ins jiorfs. which 
it was a special object of your Mission t< * 
obtain. It ts not apparent that any very 
weighty reasons exist against granting the 
permission, and it is perhaps therefore to be 
regretted that you did not consider your in 
struct tons to authorize your entering more 
decidedly into the views of the Siamese < oiu t 
on this point, 

X. The < Governor (General in ... lias 

perused wit!.sidcrabtc interest rln- sketch 

given by you of the political relations of the 
Siamese tuition with the Burmese, the inter¬ 
minable war aid irrcvonril cable eumitv w Inch 
prevail between them, the unxietv of the former 
for the recovery of their jmrts mid territories 
on the western side of the Peninsula, and the 
feelings which any extension of our connection 
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with tht- state of Slum would infallibly create 
at tht* Court of Avn. The estimate afforded 
by von likewise of the military strength of the 
Siamese ami your account of the vulnerable 
points in the situation of their territories, are 
extremely worthy of attention. 

ft. As it appears that the information of 
a commercial nature contained in your rejH»rt 
should 1>e made generally known, the i Govern¬ 
ment has it in contemplation to print off a 
number of copies For distribution amongst the 
mercantile branches of the community, omitt¬ 
ing such portions ns it is obviously projier to 
eon due to the records of Gov emu lent. Copies 
likewise both of the report and Journal will lie 
transmitted to the Government of Prince of 
Wales Island. 

111. You have been already apprised of 
the letters addressed by Pliraya Pi pat Rosa, the 
Second Minister for Commercial Affairs, to 
the Persian Secretary, and by the l¥ab Klang 
to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island in 
explanation of the conduct of tile Siamese 
Government towards the Mission, and also of 
their treatment of Mr. Storm and Captain 
Smith and had an opportunity of stating the 
observations which occurred to you on tin* 
• •'>' iv-'. subject in your letter, tinted the 3d April* last. 

(r V u.nj.-i... failure of tlu* Mission to establish 

TV*. 

friendly intercourse ami connection is indirectly 
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ascribed in those tortuous and uncandid pro* 
dnotions partly to the circumstances of Em- 
lagan's never having been customary between 
the two nations and partly to your conduct in 
tbe discharge of your public functions. The 
Governor General in Council vs disposed to 
agree with you in ascribing the letters to fear 
and apprehension on the part of the Siamese 
Ministers ftn the consequences of their un¬ 
friendly and illiberal proceedings, and it can 
scarcely be necessary to add, considers that 
your explanations on the subject, together with 
the information afforded by tiro Journal, are 
quite conclusive as to the futility of the accusa¬ 
tions preferred against yourself personally. 

II. The sentiments of the Governor 
General in Council are sufficiently indicated 
in the accompanying draft; * of the reply 
which it has been determined to return to the 
Minister’s Letter. The original is likewise 
enclosed, which you will l>e pleased to forward 
by the first opportunity with u correct Malay 
translation prepared under your superintendence 
and the present therein referred to. or any 
other article which ymi may judge to Ik- 
suitable and projx-r. 

1-- Enclosed 1 have also the honor to 
transmit a copy of my letter to the Acting 
Secretary to the Government* of Prince of 
Wales Island, and ! am directed to desire. 
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that conformably with what is therein stated, 
you will he pleased to furnish to that Govern¬ 
ment any information of the nature alluded to. 

1 have \'c. &c. 

(Signed) Gt^: Simerns 
Seerv. to the Govt. 

V 

Fort William 
17 June 
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To tliL- Honorable the Court of l Erector* for 
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com- 
juniv of Merchants of Holland Trading 
to the Kast Indio*. 

Ihut'irahjo Sirs. 

In nur dispatch of the 2ihi November 1821/ 
we reported our resolution to depute a Mission 
to tin- Kingdoms of t'iam and Cochin China, 
for the accomplishment of certain commercial 
objects r ami with our address of the 27 th 
December last we had the honor to transmit 
copies of such accounts of die proceedings of 
tiie Uovernor General's Agent. Mr. Oruwfurd. 
a*i had reai-hi d us at that time. 

g. We now ln*g leave to »uhum. fur 
the consideration of your Honorable Court, 
the detailed Journal of the Agent's proceeding* 
uinl negotiations, and his report on the political 
result of the Mission and the Countries visited 
Kv him 


3, The perusal of Mr. Crawford's .lour- 
mil served to confirm and augment the favour¬ 
able opinion before intimated by us of the zeal, 
judgment and discretion which characterized 
the whole of his proceedings in the conduct of 
the duties confided t« him ; and we expressed 
» high sense of the value and importance of 
the information contained in his report, re- 




in-j 

gardiiig the political mid social condition of 
the countries of .Siam and Cochin China, their 
commercial resources and the demands of their 
markets, the tt™jier and policy of the Courts, 
and their relations with other neighboring and 
with European Powers. We trust that your 
Honorable Court will see reason to concur in 
the above sentiments of approval and com¬ 
mendation. 

j. in Siutn, it must be acknowledged, 
little or no positive advantage has been gained 
for our trade, and our regret at the failure of 
the Agent's neguc rations at that Court is natu¬ 
rally enhanced by the information, now com¬ 
municated, of the great commercial resources 
and capabilities of the country, and the decided 
taste prevailing in its markets for several of 
the staple manufactures of Britain. Still, 
however, the Mission may be considered to 
liave, in some measure, paved the way for the 
future admission of British commerce in the 
Ports of Siam on a liberal and mutual Iv ad¬ 
vantageous footing, with the view to the fur¬ 
therance of which object we have desired Mr. 
Crawfurd, who has been appointed to the situa¬ 
tion of Resident at Singa|M>re, to avail himself 
of every opportunity of maintaining a friendly 
correspondence with the Court of Bangkok, 
and establishing a reciprocity of gmul offices. 


f>. Mr. Grawfurd'* hugger-timi-i relative 
to the formation of a commercial establishment 
on the uninhabited group of the Si-Chang 
Inlands at the head of the t lulf of Siam, and 
the survey of the Ana tubas and Xatunns Islands 
with similar views, will doubtless attract the 
attention of your Honorable Court, Though 
they iipjM ar to us to merit consideration, we 
should nut, under present circumstances. feel 
ourselves warranted in adopting such measure*, 
more especially without the previous sanction 
of the a i it li< lritie* in Knurl and. 


1>. Shortly after the return of the Gover¬ 
nor General's Agent to this Presidency, we 
received through the Government of Prince of 
Wales Island, a memorial from Mr. Storm, 
supercargo of the Brig Phoenix, complaining 
of an outrage committed on himself and the 
Commander of the vessel by the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment. We eo in muni rated with Mr. Craw- 
furd on tlie subject and came to the conclusion, 
that under all the circumstances of the case, 
the British Government would not be warranted 
in making the ill usage undoubtedly sustained 
by the above individuals, matter of official re¬ 
monstrance with tlie King of Siam. 

HI. A letter was subsequent tv received 
from the Siamese Minister to the address of 



the Persian Secretary, with translation of one 
from the ml me ijuartcr to the* address of the 
Governor in Council of fott Cornwallis, which 
entered into explanations on the subject of the 
above occurrence, and further indirectly at¬ 
tempted to justify the refusal of the Siamese 
Court to accede to the views of our Envoy, by 
casfciuji Illume on his demeanour m l pro ;e'd 
inits. We, of eon nte, called upon Mr, Cm >v Turd 
to state any observations which might occur 
to him on the letters, ami his reply, together 
with the information contained in the J mru il t 
appeared to us ipiite conclusive as to the 
futility of the accusations advanced against 
him personally 

• *«*«* 

13. We submit likewise witli this dis¬ 
patch copies of the latest carrespondeuce which 
has passed with the Government of Prince of 
Wales’s Island on the subject of the affairs of 
the Rajah nf Quedflh. 

1-1. Prom these documents your Honor¬ 
able Court will perceive that there is little or 
no prospect of that ill-fated Prince recovering 
his territories, eitli-r from the justice or i;lu¬ 
mp nev of his Lingo Lin'd, the King of Siam, or 
through his own exertions, aided by any of the 
Malay Chiefs, ami that lie appears disposed 
to abide by the advice offered him by the 




Governor in Council of Prince of Wales's Island 
and repeated by us, to remain ijiiietly on the 
Island of Penang under the protection of th<- 
Hritisli Government, without involving himself 
in the hazard of attempts to regain Ids throne 
!vv force. 


We luivi 1 *Ve. 

J. Adam 
John Fenoau. 

J. H. H.utiyui'os 


Fort William 
lHthJulv 


[Endorsed] 

18 SS 

Port William 
Poll. Dept. 

Triplicate letter from the 
Double. the Govr. tieneral 
in Council Dated IS July 

Xo. \ 

Heed. 

Per Morle} 

1,> March 1S24. 



*««**, FORT CORNWALLIS the 10 May 1825, 

Strain s$eUkM»E*» 

Ttii. m. --—-—-“— 

Up. 

To GEORGE SWINTON Esquire 

poiiMcHi ttep. Secretary to the Govt. 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

1 n obedience to the instructions* of the 
Government directing me to furnish from 
time to time such information respecting t ie 
Political interests of tin* Countries to the East¬ 
ward of the Strait* of Malacca as it might he 
useful for the Government to Ik* [assessed 
.if. I now resjJeetfnUv submit the following 
note*. 

The cumin ter rial intercourse between Sing¬ 
apore and Siam continued to increase in value 
and amount : Within the lust six mouths 
twenty-one Junks have arrived it this place 
from the Port of Bangkok ami a large ship of 
the King which was in the habit of formerly 
proceeding to Calcutta or Bombay stopped 
this year at Singapore where she disposed of a 
Cargo of considerable value consisting of tin. 
pepper and sugar. No European vessel how¬ 
ever has during the Inst year visited Siam and 
the Americans also appear for a time to have 
abandoned their intercourse with if. 






The enterprises which the Simnese seemed 
at one period to have been meditating for the 
complete subjugation of the Malayan States 
on the Gulph of Siam have for the present 
been abandoned, 

'oine fear is prolmblv entertained by the 
Siamese Government on account of an appre¬ 
hended league against them between the 
llnrmails ami Coc hin Chinese. The Cochin 
Chinese Mission to Ava, which it is alleged had 
the object in view accompanied by a Burmah 
Mission, passed this place in the month of May 
on its return to Cochin China. 

I have had hitherto no communication with 
the Siamese Government but propose to renew 
an intercourse with the (uurt on the first 
Favourable opportunity confining myself to 
mutters purely of n local or commercial char¬ 
acter. 


i 1 are &C, &c. &e. 

(Signed) J. CFt.vV. tTim 

Resident. 

Singapore 
id August !*&»■ 

A True < dp* 

t Signed ) S. CtfAWi-Tiiii 

Resident. 


i- < >KT CORN WA LLI8 the 1 ‘J May Isi'3. 

Stncftfl ’1 tSfH-Ctll l, 

*oL 1M, ------- 

pp, I4£M*. 

The letter of Mr. Crawfiird, British Resi¬ 
dent of Singapore, to Ills Excellency tbt* (.“bou 
Phi a Frab Klang Suri wongs Kosa. 

I have the honor to send by the bands of 
Mr. Gillies a letter from the Secretary to the 
Supreme Government, which is in answer to 
that of your ExreUcnvy dated the 11th clay of 
the dork half of the Moon, and in the 1st Moon 
of the year 1,184 or the Horse, and along with 
it some glass ware as a gift from the Governor 
General to His Majesty. 

The no w s of the treaty concluded lit Siam 
in the seventh month on the 2d dav of the 
ilark half of the moon, in the year of the 
Horse, having been received by the English 
Merchants they have begun to avail themselves 
of it, and Mr. GiMies's ship is the first vessel 
which has come direct from England hound 
for the port# of Siam. 1 beg vour Excellency’s 
cordial attention and assistance to Mr. Gillies 
that the treatment which he receives may 
become an example and an encouragement to 
other English Merchants who may hereafter 
visit Siam. 

It given me pleasure to inform vour Ex¬ 
cellency that there exists now no objection to 



ilu< inert 1 bant* of England supplying the Siam¬ 
ese < i I ivernmi<iit w itit firennns. Tlit* eargij of 
Mr, < dllies’t. ship indeed consists almost wholly 
•of this article, a ei it must mice which I trust 
will In* considered a con vineing proof of esteem 
and run fid an re. 

Tin* (itivermir General has been pleased 
t<i imilimate mi* Resident of Singapore, tn 
Mils situation I shall have it in my power to 
give proofs of env esteem and respect for the 
SiiiniL'se 14ovi*rnnieuI in the assistance and 
protection which I a ill make it mv 1 nisi ness to 
afford in tin" Merchants of Siam. I request on 
\ otir Rxeelleney’s pirt a similar attention to 
the interest* of mir traders wlm may visit Siam. 

In token of friendship I have to request 
\oiir K v rllrin\ ’> aeei otarn e of an Emerald 
ring. 


( sign i-d) .1. CtiAW Fi KD 

Resident. 


r 11i Scpteiulior 1 


[funs* Svfi . 

ir*L am 
t mm.] 


MrtiHL lmi [ h\ ( r^wfurdV Mis*imi m Siam ? 
mid Cochin ( iiitiu, ns reported lit the Political 
Letters from Bengal of tin* 23d November 
1*21 and 27th December 1*22. 


Iti their iVlitirnl Letter of tin* 53d. Xtiv- 
-** jtf.. H*- r.M, j t i[ s21 * the Supreme f i oven uncut inform 
,m, the t oitrt that, taking into consideration the 
depressed state of Commerce in England and 
tn India, tliov had resolved to send an Agent 
to Siam and Cochin China, for the purpose e>T 
establishing a commercial intercourse with 
those ciHtMtifit upon a surer footing than hud 
hitherto existed - and that thev hud sfluctui l 
I»r. CritwFnrd of the Bengal Medical Establish¬ 
ment for that service, on uceotint of the diplo¬ 
matic experience lie had acquirer! at Java, and 
hi* peculiar knowledge of the language*, trade, 
institution* Use. of the Eastern Islanda. 

A* their principal inducement* f.>r this 
undertaking, thrv observed, that us the trade 
of European* with those countries Formed an 
important and valuable branch of i titer course 
with Asia in the earlier and ruder [xiriod of 
Anglo Indian History, there was little doubt 
but that a considerable addition would be made 
in it, in the improved state of modern naviga¬ 
tion and tin* superior intelligence and spirit of 
adventure which characterized British Mer- 
ihauts of tl«- present day. That ns those 
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Countries contained a population of at least 
thirty millions, possessed n soil of equal fi-rtl- 
Hty to that of any portion of the globe, were 
almost tie mill of manufactures, and had afford¬ 
ed a ready market for the imperfect and high 
priced fabrics of India and China, it might lie 
fairly presumed, from the success which lmtl 
attended modern trade with Hnidostan, the 
Eastern Islands and China that, the groundless 
fears and jealousies which influenced those 
i roverameats once removed, an extensive de- 
inand would be created for woollens, cotton 
goods, raw wrought iron, Bengal opium and 
various other minor articles. For these, it 
was observed, that Siam might make valuable 
returns to Enrope and Western Asia of Sugar 
and Pepper, Salt for the Indian Islands, and 
Teak for the British Settlements, to which 
Cochin China would add raw silk in such 
abundance (being the most productive countrv 
rn that article in Asia) as might place tln- 
Knglish manufacturer, under an improved 
regulation of flic trade, upon a footing w ith tin 
t VmtmeufaL 

Trade at Sunn is at present carried on by 
certain Chinese- residing there, who bring its 
produce to the European Ports in the Straits 
iff Malacca and receive European and Indian 
-_wis in return; and at Cochin China by 
Chinese junks ami :i few Culonml Portuguese 
tmtlers, who would speedily yield to the oneri: v 
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of Europeans. Even under existing disadvan¬ 
tages a considerable trade is maintained be¬ 
tween Siam and Prince of M alt*' Island and, 
for the last five years, with Americans ami 
first ish Country Traders. 

The opening of an intercourse with Cochin 
Chinn, whirh has only been attempted twice 
since the seventeenth century, (once in 17T.i 
whteli failed in consequence of the distracted 
state of the Country and the imprudent con¬ 
duct of the Agent in involving himself in its 
hostilities, and 2dly in 1804 which was frus¬ 
trated by the French) would he more difficult: 
hut as the French are said to have succeeded 
in cone]tiding a treaty with that State and have 
some missionaries residing there ; a* the Dutch 
succeeded in procuring a cargo so Intelv as 
1821); and the pecuniary advantages derived 
liv China from her intercourse with England 
and India must necessarily operate as a strong 
temptation to a mercenary government like the 
one in question, they Lad few doubts but that 
temperance and perseverance would at length 
induce that government to put our trade with 
it upon, at nil events, a footing with that cur¬ 
ried nn with China. Instructions to this effect 
were accordingly addressed to Dr. Cmwfurd 
on tin- 29tli Septr. 1821,* accompanied by 
letters and presents to the Kings of Siam and 
t ucliin < liinft, the former of whom had already 
opened a ( nrresjKmdcnce upon Commercial 
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subjects with the Resident m Singapore. 

The political letter from Bengal of tin* 
2rtb Deer. 1822* just received, reports the 
'vf's^lr ml mm * t l>f ^is Mission. From this it appears 
rlmt in .-nnsetjitenee uf the continued prepond¬ 
erance of the party which had occasioned the 
expulsion of tlie King of Queda from (its domi¬ 
nions under the pretence of his having refused 
to cooperate with their forces against the 
Rurmans, I >r. Crawfurd Had failed in Ids at 
tempt at procuring his restoration ; hut Hint 
the right of the British Government to the 
sovereignty of V. of \V. Island and the dis¬ 
continuance of the payment or (In- annual -mm 
of 10,0t.nt Dollars to the King of Qncdu ( h\ 
whom the Island was ceded to tin British) 
upon the death of The exiled sovereign, which 
was involved in that (picstion, had not even 
been alluded to during the dismissimi. Dr. 
Gtawfurd thinks too that the high tone :t-smm-d 
by him during the disunion is UteU to pro¬ 
duce a more conciliator; line id conduct mi 
the part of the Chief of Ugor than has been 
hitherto manifested In him towards the Coming 
Government ; and conceives that the approxi¬ 
mation of the Siamese to I*, nf W, island. In 
tlics conquest of (Jiutht, is imuv likely u, lead to 
ugmd understanding with Hint pusilliuumous 
tho’ arrogant Government, limn otherwise. 
Should anv occurrence lend tit n rupture with 
it, one Gun Brig would Is- sntMeieur to pm a 


* 
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stop to its trade. Hind another to destroy it-^ 
capital. 

In regard to the main object of the 
Mission, tin* establishment of a commercial 
intercourse, Dr, Ctgnrf ard reports that akin nigh 
he bad at first siteceedad in procuring tin* con¬ 
sent of tin; (lovenunont to the establishment 
of n Tree and fair intercourse “ between tin* 
two nations, lie bad die mortification of finding 
thewt* words expunged and a pledge of assist' 
a nee front tin- officers of Government substi- 
tuted in the letters which were :nIdressed to 
Eli in and in the Supreme Government, just 
before Ins departure. The only concession, 
too, which be was able to procure in regard to 
duties wn> their continuance on their present 
I'lintiiig, a circumstance that may lie attributed 
to the monopoly which the Government hud 
extended to almost every article produced in 
the country. These Reports were dated on the 
. v. n . tv. yMh illt!v ',***• S(Kin Jlfter w |dch Dr. Cmwfnifl 

t liMM jr |£ 3 . 

« 7 . left the place for Cochin China. On the 19th 
October of the same year the attention of the 
Government of P. of W. Island was drawn to 
an outrage Committed by the Siamese authori¬ 
ties tin the Captain and Supra Cargo of a 
vessel called the Piiocjiix, of so gross and 
apparently unprovoked a nature as cannot pos¬ 
sibly la* overlooked by our Government. 


* 
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FORT WILLIAM 19th March 1824. 
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Copy f >f a letter from the Siamese Minister 
to the Resident at Singapore, 

A letter from the Chao Phruvuh Fhra 
Kiang uf Siam, to John Crawford Esqr., 
Resilient of Singapore. 

Having Wen informal by the return of 
jlinks last year that you are appointed Resident 
of Singapore, and that you are making every 
effort to promote the trade of that port, l have 
ordered the Superintendent of His Majesty's 
Customs to j ire [tare the ship Hera, Khun 
Clumiiiiin Wanit, Con inlander, and Khun 
Wiclihit Supercargo of tin 1 said ship, who 
have the charge of His Majesty's property, 
and are to proceed to Siuga|tore with a view 
uf trading there ; both the Commander and the 
Sis per cargo are ignorant of European manners 
and customs, and J lieg you will allow them to 
trade peaceably. 

They have six piltals of tin, one pika) of 
elephants teeth, and two pika Is of gamboge, 
which 1 hojie you will do me the favour to 
accept. 
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Bengal FORT WILLIAM 1 -tli March 1&21. 

CiwniltairolM. 

Kmgi 12 8 # toI &0> -“ 


n Pi a, To .1. CiuiviTitn Esqre. 

Resilient at Singapore. 

Sir. 

I am directed t™ acknowledge die receipt 
of your several letters reporting the jotting 
emntiu-reml intercourse of Sbignjwre vritli Siam 
and fitlier Indo-Chinese nations; also regard¬ 
ing the proceedings of the Netherlandish Gov¬ 
ernment mid its officers It? the Eastern Seas, 
and on other points connected with our political 
interest* to the eastward of the Straits of 
Malania. Tin- whole of these dispatches have 
been perused with great interest hy the Right 
Honorable tin- <iovernor General in Council, 
who timU iii them much to demand the seriotls 
consideration of the Supreme Government, 
and the Home* Authorities, lmt a Few points 
only appear to cut! for any specific orders or 
observations on the present occasion. 

The intelligence furnished by yo|| of 
the increasing resort of junks front Siam. 
Cumhoja and Cochin China to tlie Port of 
Singapore is satisfactory to Government, and 
His Lordship in Council desires me to express 
his entire approbation of your manner of re¬ 
ceiving and treating the deputation from tin* 
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latter country, an also of your for wartime 
letters with presents on their return to the 
principal Cochin Chinese Chiefs with whom 
you had previously held intercourse* 

3* The occasion taken by you of ■ ^toning 
a correspondence with the Court of Siam, and 
of following up that already begun with Cochin 
Chinn, by the 1 Marianna was judiciously chosen, 
and the tenor of your letters appears entirely 
appropriate. The t runs mission of presents on 
such an occasion was, of course, indispensable, 
and the Governor General in Council will In- 
prepared to sanction the expense incurred under 
that head on receiving the detailed account of 
it. Your manner of treating the question nf 
supplying fire arms to the Siamese hv British 
vessels was Fully warranted hv the circum¬ 
stances and considerations to which you refer. 
At the present moment, indeed, in our actual 
state of warfare with the Rurman Empire it 
may he considered a decided object of policy 
to furnish the people of Siam with meant) 
offence against the common enemy to the ut¬ 
most practicable extent, 

4. The arrangements an<1 proceedings of 
the Dutch Government, both political and :i> 
affecting British commerce, reported in vour 
disjiatches under acknowledgment, have not 
failed to attract the particular attention of tie 
Supreme Government, and will lie brought 




I !IS 


> 


specialt_v to the notice* of the Home Authorities 
in .-i reference now under preparation regarding 
tilt* affairs of Singapore, and tin? British In¬ 
terests in tin* 1’astern Seas. In the mein time 
I am directed to observe that the answer re¬ 
turned by you to the letter from the Raja of 
Stale, communicating the overtures made to 
him by tin* Netherlandish < 'otumiaskniers, was 
entirely correct and judicious. 

.*>♦ His Lordship in Council regrets to 
observe the increasing audacity of the Iliunoon 
pirates, as evinced hy their recent capture of a 
second Kumpean vessel the coast of Java, 
Tin* steps taken b_v you for effecting the 
release of Sir. Robert Thornton are entirely 
approved, ami it will be satisfactory to Gov¬ 
ernment to learn that the exertion of your 
good offices and humane interference on this 
occasion has been attended with success. 

I have &cn. 

(Signed) G. Swilf'itjs 

Secrv. to the Govt. 

I’ort William 
l£th Starch 1K24. 


* 
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t>. mi ten# FORT WILLI VM 19tli November 1 S24. 

i vin«uli|ktiunih 

ttoJ. SfiSL —---- -- -- --* 

He. & 

To 0. SwntTo.v Esqre. 

Fdl. tK‘W< 

Secretary to the Government 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report for the infor¬ 
mation of the Governor General in Council 
that the English Brig Shannon sailed for Siam 
mi the 15th Inst,, lowing on hoard, besides a 
valuable investment of British Manufactures, 
1,000 muskets and a considerable quantity of 
ammunition. I have taken this opportunity of 
addressing to the Siamese Minister the letter 
of which a copy is appen lod to this dispatch. 
The first comm on i cation from Siam will [?not] 
take place earlier than the mouth of l tetober. 

I have &ca. 

* t**. ranffHd.] (Signed) J. 

Resident. 


Singapore 

17th August lfc2i. 
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Befigtl Bwret 

CcDTIll! fttiailMi 

tqL aca, 
y^aacmmi. 


FORT WILLIAM 19th November 182L 


The letter of J. Crawford, Esqre,, Resi¬ 
dent of Singapore, to his Excellency the Chao- 
Phrayah Prah Klang Chao-Khun- Kosa. 

On former occasions I hare bad the honor 
to communicate to your Excellency the war 
which the English had undertaken against the 
Bur mans and the provocations which led to it, 
and I have now the satisfaction to state that 
Rangoon, Cheduha and Negrais have been 
conquered. One large army is marching upon 
Ummerapimi by the route of Rangoon, and 
another will invade Amman from the frontiers 
of Bengal. Enclosed 1 send your Excellency 
a copy of the dispatch which announces the 
capture of Rangoon. The vessel which bears 
this letter conveys to the Court, cannon, mus¬ 
kets and ammunition, for which they have 
permission from the Governor General of 
India. I rely upon your kindness and friendly 
disposition towards Mr. Hunter and Captain 
Isorijuoy and rest assured that their conduct 
will be such as to merit your protection. 1 
again beg to know from you, how the English 
and Siamese can best assist each other in con¬ 
ducting the war against the Bur mans. I shall 
soon address your Excellency again. 

(Signed) J. Chawflkd. 

Singapore 
13th August IS24. 



2i)l 


Ft lUT Will JAM \Mi Novemtar ]hh 4. 

CtHwnltiUfonK, 

vnl. -——— - - —^ -- --:-— 


Nu, ll B 


>dngu|Hire. 2?Sth August I-Sid, 


Tit li, SwiNTHJi 

Secretary to (iov mini tint in the 
Political DejHirtitii'iit. 


Sir. 


I must respectfully Ik g I™vp to state for 
thu information of the High* Honhtc. the 
(Governor (ieneral in Council that Mr, Milton 
h missionary uf this place, to whom [ gave n 
letter (hi translate into Siamese to the address 
id Chow I’bray a iVnklang at Bangkok. « copy 
of which I have the honor to enclose, sifter 
keeping the same in his possession seven 
days. and after having given it to another 
translator, did hand the said letter to the 
Resident of this settlement ill a manner that lie 
conceives he is obliged to forward the same 
to the 1 light U on I >le. the Governor Ceuernl 
in Council. Ah this letter was never intended 
to he intnie ]hi blie. and merely written in very 
plain language to suit the riijunitv of an 
ignorant translator. J most resjx-ctfully trust 
that you will make explanation to the Bight 
Jloiihle hoard. 

I am |H-tfeeilv aware that the Bight 





Houblc, the tiovwuor General in Councii, hi 
reply to ii dispatch of Hr. Crawfurd, the Resi¬ 
lient. relative to the arms forwarded bv me in 
the Schooner Marianna last year, rather ap¬ 
proved of the measure *>r supplying the Siamese 
with warlike stores than otherwise, am] for 
those sent on the Shannon 1 have the Resident'* 
express jtermissioit, ami to convince thu Riglit 
Honble. the Governor General in Council that 
I have done nothing secretly. I beg leave to 
transmit herewith copy of the usual report 
(of that vessel's cargo) sent into the Master 
Attendant's i tffice bv those dis|iatc!img a vessel 
and duly attested by that officer. With regard 
to tin- opinion I hazarded in stating Hint the 
Borman King would he a prisoner in Calcutta 
in six months. [ beg leave to state that ! did 
so solely from the* hatred 1 know that exist-, 
tatween the two rival kingdoms, and to give 
the Minister (who is personally attached to me 

and with whom 1 have Wen in .stunt rnr- 

res[H)ndenct since my visit to Siam in |Si>I) 
a high idea of the |*mer of the British arms. 

The guard 1 men tinned l bring with me 
when 1 visit Siam will he that of tin* Sultan 
of Tringnno, who wishes me to arrange some 
dispute about his tribute to the Crown of Siam 
that has been going on for these three viur* 
jwist, 


It primps may not be considered as im- 


mil 

]>r*»|H.n" for me t« communicate to you fur the 
information of Government the latest intelli¬ 
gence I have had from Bangkok ; it is up tu 
the end of .lime. Tin* Minister then writes as 
follows :— 

(Kit tract,) 

” I ’llinonrs are abroad tlmt the Iv 11 ”3i■*Ie 
have taken ihe Bin-man Country. Can this be 

true, ami what is the muse 'i [hi von believe 

* 

that the new Kajith intends to take Chinn ? 

I wish yon were here Ln remove the cloud that 
overspreads these events,'’ 

(Extrnet.) 

And a^uin from the Ihnnkdmrmh of Pntani 
July the 2.>th. " The forces of the- Conqueror 

are let loose on the face of the earth and thev 
will meet the Burma ns in tin- Tran”: and frmn 
the frontier of Laos." 

It is my firm belief from the loenl know* 
ledije l nhtained of the Siamese and their 
country while remaining- in it. that they will 
merely station their armies on the frontier 

and send down mi annv or rabble to Tavov 

“ * 

stockade, themselves advancin'; ns tliev know 
the Bn mm ns are out of the wav or bent bv the 
British. 

If is my intention to proceed to Bangkok 

in all iievt ... when l triLst I will be 

aide to convince the Siamese that they have 






mulling: to fear from tin- British, and that it 
i\ ill be well fur them to wad their best troop* 
into the heart of the Bnrmnu miuitrv. I have 
little doubt of sun-ess. haring gained tin* 
confidence of that Government [and] having 
earned on a most extensive trade for these last 
three years without the slightest dis]Htte with 
that Government or populace, my orders having 
always been to conform to nil the laws nf the 
country, and I have found by observing a 
rigid adherence to these and honorable conduct 
being observed in all transactions with the 
Siamese, that the Government of Siam cer¬ 
tainly cannot be reckoned as unfavourable or 
harsh towards the British Merchant, although 
[ am the only one who has succeeded in estab¬ 
lishing and continues to prosecute a prosperous, 
extensive mid increasing trade. 

in conclusion I beg leave to state for 
the information of the Bight Honorable the 
Governor General in Council that on my ar¬ 
rival in Bangkok, should 1 find the Siamese 
Government stall hostile to the British, which 
however I have not the slightest apprehension 
of. that ! will not deliver a further supply of 
lO.tJlHl stand of muskets I have here amt 
intend taking for that Government, but shall 
immediately communicate the intelligence to 
the Supreme Government. 

I have &etu 

(Signed) John Mono an. 


Oiruigtuniim*. 

vMJitiZ, 
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KURT WILLIAM |:trh November l*:U. 


To Ills K.\l‘KLLKSH V {'llltW KlUliiV KoSA. 

l'how Hi ray a iTakhmg 

Minister for foreign Affair* 

Bangkok. 

[ 1 tail illready tlu* honor of addressing your 
KxceUcticv for the llomltny Brig Dotabm mu] 
now again have that pleasure by my brother, 
to whom l heg your Kxvellency will f*ay all 
attention and protect. as be is a very young 
mail amt imarfpiaiiited with these countries. I 
have directed liim to fit]low your !\xcelleiicv , « 
advice in all respects. and instructed him lirnv 
to eon duet himself in yuiir country and which 
advice I will hear From your own mouth 
whether lie him followed. 

It is needless for me In sa» more on this 
subject, and your Kx.rdlrin v I am sure will 
admit that since I was in Bangkok all the 
[ample that I sent there India veil themselves 
with atl propriety! 

My brother i- at present my sole repre¬ 
sentative and has all mV | si pel’s to tins effect, 
whidi will lie shewn yon'by him. I'aptaiu 
Thornton mcreh lie tong* to the slop and lias 
not power over the cargo. I have given jiarti- 




fiilftr direction* that nothing should In* sold 
without consulting you. The Captain and 
officers may have in their cahins some small 
quantity of goods, but of this l know nothing. 
There cnmint Ik 1 much however. 

I have st-iit for IIis Majesty riie King. . 

Muskets .'Mio 

for (la* I Vince lvrom 

Mii is l Ida i loO 

for your Excellency Hi!) 

Toll 

And all For ilis Majesty f Piece* of Artillery 
for the f ort at Pnkimm : also a large furious 
bird that ran eat iron and light with dogs, I 
have also an animal of the kind as the drawing, 
hut this 1 intend to deliver II is Ma jesty when 
1 visit him, 1 will leave this nest month. 

I have the pleasure to send your Excel- 
lciiev several newspapers which my hnnher 
will read relative to the war with the Bur loans, 
and your Excellency may rely upon what I 

say, ilia) in d\ months the ..an King 

will he a prisoner in Calcutta Fort, l have 
directed my brother to make all the necessary 
!iresents and t l><*g ynii will give him a' lisi so 
as he tout may do what is projie)', 

I hare told him to build a ( adgan House 
down tdiout the Portuguese Kactorv as t ... 
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live at your Palace, it interfere* so miieli with 
your family mid I shall Lave upwards of 
twenty smanb besides a guard along with no*. 
Vim will therefore he pleased to order him all 
assistance -o as he may get the house romh in 
tune. 


Veil will also lie pleased to order the - 
Chinamen to jmy into my brother's hands 
• s u i crplaL according to the accompanying* account and 
! hope also that you will punish them for not 
mmiug here according to their agreement, 

I am \va. 

(Signed) J. Mojicas. 


tuL m 

Si- :n Cnin-I. 


ifOS 

I*OKT WILLIAM Ji'tLi November ]»d4. 


Memoranda for Mr. (iillics. 

The thousand musket* nn> intended for 
tin* King of Siam—tin* ii'i»U1 watch and coral 
for flu* Lriuee Kroiuii l'hint, and tin- double 
barrelled fowling piece and emerald ring for 
tin* I V;ih-Kiting. Vovt have* n letter for tin* 
Prince and another for tilt 1 I'mh Klang. 

Should tin* lVi tire and Minister of their 
own at rnr<L which i> not improbable, introduc e 
the subject of our hostilities with the Bur mans, 
sav that Mergui and Tnvoy have bean occupied 
hv nur troops, and that as mioji as the dry season 
sets in two great armies will mar eh upon 
Aiiiarapurn. the Barman capital, and that we 
are determined not to lav down nur arms until 
wo shall have dictated a safe ]mace to the 
Hummus, Inform them that we Itnve no in¬ 
tention of conquering or disineniljcnog the 
Burman Empire, hut that it is not unlikely that 
we shall lind it necessary for the purpose of 
avoiding further aggression and insult to take 
tip some strong positions upon their coast and 
frontier. Take occasion upon all opportunities 
that may offer to assure the Siamese of our 
friendship. and that they have nothing to ap¬ 
prehend but what is advantageous from tin- 
result of the present contest. 





Endeavour cautiously tu ascertain what 
claims the Siamese still make to the province* 
of Meritui awl Tavoy, which were wrested 
from them l>y the Bormans ulmiit <50 years 
ai*o, and whether they are anxious or otherwise 
to repossess them. Say to them if they are, 
that they ought to column ideate their wishes 
to the Unverimr General »f India without loss 
of time. 

Ascertain whether or not the Siamese are 
disposed to attach the Humans on their nor. 
them frontier, in what maimer and in what 
particular iptarter. 

Should the Siamese he disposed to m* 
operate with us. and enter into a i*orrcs]M>ndeiiro 
with our Commanders at Mergni, Ti*vnv t or 
elsewhere, you may offer yourself as the me¬ 
dium of explanation if they desire it, for which 
purpose I furnish you with a letter of intro 
dnotion to Sir A. Campbell, Major Canning 
and the < UTicer ('oinniatiding at Mergui or 

fP 

1avov. 

Cray eonuuunitute with me hy every op* 
port unit v, or with the (lover nor of I Vince of 
Wales ]slamL should a tit occasion offer, ami 
in your narrative give as far as you can the 
literal ilittliNjur which takes place lie tween 
vourstdf and the person you are conversing 
with, thi- heina the most satisfactorv and an- 


theutic form in wliii-H any statements earn, 
rendered 


(Sipiwl) J, CfcAKm-m 


Si ngajtnre 
5th t'h-tobpv 


Bengal 

Coniulb' k»ni* 

vnt 342* 


Kh>. 5tiX 

1**1 L Hqii. 
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FORT WILLIAM mil November 183-1. 


T« O. Swi.VTfiN 

Sfcrv, to flu* liovernment 
* 

Fort William. 


Sir. 


I have the honor to re|KiLt for the inf or* 
mation of the Rouble, the Oovernor Central 
in Council tii’it im A mb vessel, which arrived 
lost night from one of tin 4 Malay States on 
tin* routines **f Siam, reports the death of 
the King of that country, ami in ft maimer 
so circumstantial as to entitle the account 
to some credit, It is affirmed tliat Prime 
Krom Clout, the eldest illegitimate son of 
the King, has been enabled by the strength 
of the faction of which he is at the head 
to acute upon the Crown, in opposition to tin* 
rights of the young Prince Chao Fa. the King s 
eldest snn by the favourite Queen, and who 
appears to have been destined by his father 
for the throne. 

The Prime Krom Chiat is the same 
individual who has Wo long ut the head 
of the Foreign Itepartment of the Siamese 
1 iovenniient. I had several interviews with 
him while in tlnit country, and from what 





I luul on njijMHrtuiiity uf observing, In* «|«- 
jieared n jn-rstm of murb intelligence mul 
energy. 


1 Iiuve &i*. 

(Signed) J. CiiAwri no 

lleiddivut. 


SingnjM nt- 

Ttli October 1824- 



Eenp*! Scctrt 
*gL 16£. 
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FORT WILL f AM 13th November IK54. 


K«. 36, 


To G. Swrsrojt Esq re, 

Secretarv in the Secret 

If 

and Political Department &e;», &<•«, & t a. 
Calcutta. 

Sir, 


• • * # • 


* 


. , . The Mnvlioon of Tavoy now in 
office there on hearing that the Governor of 
Mergui intended defence, sent to Lt. Col, Miles 
to say that he wan ready and willing to aid 
him, if required, hy 500 Tuvoyans. and that lie 
would proceed with them bv a back water, 
while the British troops went hv sea ; his offer 
was of course rejected but he sent his son with 
the Lt. Col. to he of any service t<> him he 
could. 

All accounts agree in stating those pro¬ 
vinces to he superior to any thine we Enive as 
yet seen. The Haris hit of Mergui is excel¬ 
lent, grain at Tavoy and cattle of Mergui in 
abundance. 

i have &c. 

(Signed) A. ( ’amfbrl , 
Rrigr, General. 

Head Quarters, Rangoon 
the 53rd October 1S54. 



F.S. (if the Siamese I know nothing to 
be depended on. The Prince Sewarredy, 
( ? Swetrachatr) in his instructions to the 
Governors of the maritime towns, tells them 
to be on their guard as he understands four 
thousand of the Siamese are on the march in 
hostility against the Burmese. I also under¬ 
stand that since the full of Tavoy a recoil* 
noitring party of that nation appeared in the 
vicinity of the three Pagodas (Gibson’s map) 
and on seeing a British duck (given for that 
purpose) Hying within the Burmese honndary, 
instantly retired. 


(Signed) A. C. 
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Bwi&crtt FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 

CbmitAttofiF, 

to!. 3fi* -- -----— - 


To the Resident at SingiijKire. 
Sir, 


* * • ■ t • 


» Sit MtjtifM 

iW. 99 . 


In dispatches this day addressed to the 
Governor o£ Prince of Wales Island and Br, 
Genl. Sir A. Campbell* the Governor General 
in Council has had occasion to state at some 
length his present views and impressions re* 
garding the disposal of Tavoy and Mergui ; 
ami the agreements and exchanges which it 
might lie desirable to effect with the Siamese. 
Copies of the above are herewith transmitted 
for vour information and little remains to he 
stated to yourself personally beyond the ex¬ 
pression of the high sense entertained by 
Government of the value of the communications 
contained in your letters now under consi¬ 
deration and an acknowledgement of the very 
material assistance which they have afforded 
to its late deliberations. 


* • 


# * • 


The tenor of your official communications 
to the Siamese Ministers and your instructions 
to Mr. Gillies on his proceeding to Bangkok in 
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a commercial character are considered to he 
very judicious and appropriate. Mis Lordship 
in Council approves also the encouragement 
afforded bv vou to the conveyance of arms 
and military stores to Siam, in the course 
of commercial transactions, and sanctions the 
present which you recently made to the King 
in the name of the Governor General of 1,000 
stand of muskets. It bad been in the con¬ 
templation of Government to transmit to you 
a quantity of arms to 1» so used, and the step 
which you have taken therefore is merely a 
judicious anticipation of the wishes and inten¬ 
tions of the Governor General in Council. 

The report of the death of Hie King of 
Siam, and the accession of Kroinii ('hint, com¬ 
municated by your last dispatch, has been 
noticed with much interest, and Government 
will look forward with anxiety for further more 
authentic intelligence. 


1 have &ca. 

(Signed) G. Sw inton 


Fort William 
19th Novr. 1824. 


Seer. to Govt. 


si: 


pj. 

{h|j, i^m;± 


Lenjral 

Politieal Drjmrtment. 





* 


l P ^ /fafcijHlJ frtf~ 

frr* ftr*vht*t, ’ 
«fc 

l\ am, «wr. w. 

JL 3V dwjWft/ <m- 


Answer to 2d Letter tin hfl 2;id NmvmWr i*2L l 


Letter dated 2Hth Jimnnrv - \ 

1 1S22 

Letter dubs! 27 th December 3 ) 


ItfJ #4 HU Hftr 
mutter. 


Pam. 104 . These Letters, to which we 
slmil replv in cunju notion with vtiur Letter in 
* *v hr* 3 «! Lri- Department dated the LStll of Julv lS 2 d, * 
tr "relate chiefly to the Mission of Mr. Crawfurd 


of your Medical Kstahli aliment to the Kingdoms 
«f Sismi in ui t Whin China. on w hich subject 
we have received several (setters from the 
< iovertimest nf Prince of Wales Island. 

tUo. 1 he principal object of this Mission 
appears to have been to establish an improved 
commercial intercourse with these Kingdoms, 
bv obtaining the removal of the vexatious im- 
posts and jiuptisitioris To which the trade lias 
hitherto Veil subjected, ami thus eventually to 
benehr the inmiiifiictiiriug and trading interests 
of (Jrent Britain. 



1 'ls 

HHi, In mltliriim fit t 3tii- primary object 

of the Mission. ..-onsidcred that n good 

opportunity non Id thereby In* afforded for tin - 
friendly interference of the British Iitiu*i-n- 
ment. with the Court + if Siam, in favour of its 
feudatory, our Ally, the Hujah of IJueda. from 
whom we niit:iiiii'd IViiicr of Wales Island 
and the Territory we possess on the Malayan 
Peninsula. 


107. When in the ycnr IH-O, you ucijui- 
eseed in the proposal of the <iovermnent of 
Prince of Wales' Island to depute n Commer¬ 
cial Agent to tin* Court of Siam. yon very 
properly direeted that the utmost motion should 
be used, in order that the jealousy ami mistrust 
of tin- Siamese Court might not In* exeifed. 
and that lioverpmeut. in deference to your 
Counsel, instead of deputing a I’uhlie OfNivr, 
employed a Merchant ( Mr. Morgan ), then 
uhuuf to proceed to Siam. to obtain intelligence 
res Jk j c ting the Court, tiie nut niters of the 
lVople. and the Commerce oT the Country. 

|IP«S. We were, therefore. not prep; r ‘d 
to hear that, without awaiting the return of 
Mr. Morgan. Mr. Crawfnrd. a Medical Servant 
of the Company, had Wen deputed in the 
character of an accredited Agent of the 
(Governor tie ii era I to Siam and Corlmi China, 
accninpodid by a Surveyor, Nat nr i list and 
SejMiyaiitiird. in 4iort with a ret tune, which it 


p 


* W /W. 

iW. W. 


i J !9 


appears to tis wns calculated to arouse the 
jealmiisy which von hail Indore statwl von wore 

■in verv anxious to iivojil exciting. 

+ 

HW, Ar the I oitrt of >imii Mr. (niwfmd 

appears tri have totally Failed in nil the object* 
of his Mission ; which, in lit* E!eport of the 
3rd April I.sa3,* he attributes cidellv to the 
supposed interests of the t diver nine lit. and the 
me j nest ton u hie interests of the I’nbJir t tf fivers 
of the State in upholding the present system of 
f'omtueree : partly to the occurrences in Qnedn. 
itinl the reftisill of the thivermnent of I Vince 
of Wales Island to surrender tlie Kujah. ami 
jmrtly to the cimuiistmire of the Siamese 
Hovertinienr hating been refused permission 
to piireluise Fire-Arms at liritisli Settlements 
| lending the war bet ween the Siamese mid 
Ihirmese. 

] H i. We don lit not that t hese muses may 
have contributed in a great degree to the ill 
success of the .Mission, and we think it not 
improbable that their operation was aided by 
the eiMptmes instituted In Mr, Criiwfurd re* 
gartliiig the political condition and resources of 
the Nation, awl the Surveys which were exe- 
enfeil dining his stay in Siam. 


III. Mr. (Vnwfurd has proposed, as a 
substitute Fora direct trade with that Country, 
the establishment of a ('umiiiei rial Kiujinriimi 


on tin* Si-<’liiinjr Islands :it ihi* head of flu* 
iJnljdi of Siam ; hut we do inconsider it ex¬ 
pedient to entertain this proposition :it present. 

112. At the Court of Cochin China Mr. 
Crawfurd appear* to have Ikvh more sur* 
cettsfnl. having obtained ]wr mission For tin* 
unrestricted resort of British voxels to most 
of the Ports of t lie Km pi re (which it seem* 
however would not luive boon denied lind no 
Mission taken place) anil ascertained that com¬ 
merce inav be there carried on without nnv 
■ ■ 

vexatious interference on the jKirt of tin* 
Sovereign <>r his Officers, and without In-in*!’ 
subjected to oppressive or unreasonable duties. 

I IX f jam the whole w<* concur with 
you in tin* i-i nni none Inti on which you have 
passed upon the zeal and talents exhibited by 
Mr* < rawfunl in tin* execution of the duties 
win el i von assigned to him. and we consider 
the rc|n>rt which he has furnished respecting 
the commercial resources and political condi¬ 
tion of the countries wliich he visited ns 
constituting a valuable addition to the infor- 
niution whirl] we previously possess!si upon 
those interesting subject*. Wi* an* also not 
without ho| m." that the knowledge which he 
acquired of the state of parties at Siam, of the 
disposition of the < 'onrt. and *>f the habits ami 
customs of the people, may. in his present 
situation of Uesidcitt at Singapore, eimblc him 
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iu improve any favourable opportunities which 
may arise for procuring the extension to British 
traders of the facilities which are now enjoyed 
by the Chinese. 

J I I. We approve the publication of such 
portion of Mr. (’rawfiirtl’s Report as relates to 
the Commerce of Cochin China, anil the Tariff 
of duties which was furnished to that gentle¬ 
man, for the information of the Mercantile 
< Vmim unity. 

115. We have learned with regret that 
the Rajah of Qaeda has been driven from his 
dominions by the Siamese Authorities, ami had 
Taken refuge at Penang, where he was very 
properly afforded an aayliun, and a suitable 
allowance for his maintenance. The (rovern- 
ment of Penang acting under your instructions, 
very properly avoided giving any cause of 
offence on this occasion to the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment. 




We are 

Your affectionate Friends, 
(Signed) W, Astki.i. 

&c. A’e. *fc. 


London 

the ii April 1X2/.. 




Extracts relating to the Storm episode. 





Ikngfcl PtiLilis-A] 
CbonlliAbDL 
Bin^e m , toJ, 29 . 


FOl^T \\ I LI-[AM 7tli F^Lnmrv I 


Ng, fi, 


To Cr. Sw(\TOS Effljrp, 

Secretary to the Government, 
FORT WILLIAM. 


Sir. 


Mr* Storm the Supra Cargo of the Brig 
PWntx having submitted hi the Government 
u complaint of ill usage bv the Siamese Gov¬ 
ernment, .sustained bv himself arid the Com¬ 
mander of that vessel, I . directed bv the 

Honlde, the liovcnior in Council hi transmit 
copies of the ihjcrmieuts relative thereto for 
the information of the Most Noble the i inventor 
General in Council, to which 1 Author!tv Mr. 
Storm has been referred, as he js about to 
proceed tn Bengal and this Government dt*s 
not under existing circumstances c onsider itself 
fit liberty to rail on the Siamese Court for nnv 
explanation on the subject, 

I have drea, 

(Signed) W» S. (’kacboft 
A etg. Sery. to Govt. 


Fort Cornwallis 

the nth December Mii 
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FOIiT WILLIAM 15th January IS23, 


T« Mr. Chawpcsiv. 

To J. CiiAwKi'nn Ksqre. 
iVea. &ea. &ea. 


Sir. 

1 am directed to transmit to you the en- 
dosed original dispatches received from Sir 
Thomas Stamford Raffles, and the Secretary 
to the Government of Prince of W ales a Island 
relative to the complaints of ill tisane expe¬ 
rienced by Mr. Storm, the Supra Cargo, and 
Captain Smith Commander of the Brig PhtfinU 
at the hands of the Government of Siam, and 
to desire that you will be pleased to submit 
any further information on the subject, and 
any observations which your experience of the 
character and conduct of the Siamese autho¬ 
rities and usages of the country may enable 
you to state in elucidation of the transaction 
in question. 

I have &cu. 

(Sd.) G. Swistok 
S ecretary to the Government. 

Council Chamber 
Loth January LS23. 




Bengal Political 
Coamll-fttUHJ*,. 

RiSrSfft 123< Tfll. SO, 


FORT WILLIAM 7th February is^;i 


3fo, k 


Fall. De?t. 


Mr. Crawfchd 

(Servire) 

To George Swinton Kaqre. 

Secretary to the? Government. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to acknowledge tin* 
receipt of your letter of the loth instant trans¬ 
mitting original despatches from Sir T. S. 
Raffles and the Secretary to tin? Government 
of Prince of Wales's Island, relation 1 t>> a coin- 
plaint of ill usage experienced In Mr. Storm, 
the Supra Cargo, and Captain Smith, Com¬ 
mander of the Brig ]'Inertia, and directing me 
to submit such further explanation respecting 
the transaction in ijuestioti as it wa* to niv 
jwwer to give. 


■J. In regard in specific information re¬ 
specting the circumstances of tin- transaction 
itself, ! have nothing to add, iuy knowledge 
having indeed been derived from the same 
source as the Statements laid before Govern¬ 
ment. I have no don hr however judging from 
the well known character of the Siamese m 
general, and in particular of the individuals who 
were guilty of the outrage on the persons 
of these gentlemen, that the written account of 



Mr. Sturm, U esM/iitiallv correct ami candid. 
While 1 admit however the unjustifiable arul 
unmanly diameter <»F the outrage committed 
by the Siamese. it is not to be denied but 
that tile conduct of Messrs. .Storm and Smith 
in destroying a horse in the vicinity of the 
palace, an Action however seemingly unim¬ 
portant in itself, was indiscreet or inconsiderate, 
ami coukl not but be locked upon by the 
Siamese, if nut as an insult to their Sovereign, 
at least as a Signal one to their religion. To 
render this intelligible I must observe that the 
Siamese arc strict followers of the worship of 
IhttUlha and of the doctrines of the metempsy¬ 
chosis, and that consequently their religion 
strictly inhi bits the destruction of the lives of 
all animals ami especially of the larger animals. 
This is carried so rigidly into practice that in 
the river Me-nam within a certain distance 
"f the palace, it is even held unlawful to fish. 
While I make this Statement I feel perfectly 
assured than the act of Messrs. Storm and 
Smith, whose conduct during the w hole of mv 
experience of them at Siam, was marked by 
great temperance and forbearance in their inter* 
course with the natives, arose From momentary 
inadvertence and was altogether unpremeditat¬ 
ed. I am not even prepared to deny but that 
the Siamese may have been less anxious upon 
this occasion to vindicate their religion than to 
make use of the affront offered to it as a pretext 
fur the outrage which they committed, I am 


fully convinced at tin- same time from all the 
circumstances uf the ease, that no intention 
existed of offering any affront to our Govern* 
nu*nt ? as tind this bn the caw, many more 
obvious nod decided means of marking their 
intention lay in their power. 

3. I am prepared to vouch for the ac- 
niiary of the statement made by Mr. Storm 
in Ids. letter to the Kesident of Singapore, 
respecting the conduct pursued towards himself 
and Captain Smith in their commercial trans¬ 
actions by the Officers of the Siamese Court 
Nothing Indeed could be more unfair or more 
illiberal. It was the very conduct pursued 
towards these gentlemen whieli put me upon 
mv guard in my nogociatiojis with the Court 
against the promises of liberal conduct in their 
future commercial intercourse with us, which 
its < Jffieers were but too ready to make. 


I. In the same letter of Mr. Storm to the 
lies idem of Singapore, there are two Charges 
niado against the Siamese Government, one 
for Kidnapping Slaves from the Port uf 
Calcutta,—and the others for the maltreatment 
of lascars taken away by a Ship of the King of 
Siam from the same place. I have the best 
reasons for believing that these Statements are 
perfectly accurate. The slaves alluded to were 
seen almost daily by every individual belong¬ 
ing to the Mission, and there art, 1 believe, 
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now in Calcutta, persons who sailed in the 
King* of Siam’s ship, who can depose as to the 
manner in which the slaves alluded to were 
kidnapped. From the enquiries which 1 made 
while at Siam the practice of Kidnapping slaves 
does not seem to be confined to the instances 
now brought forward. The Siamese Govern¬ 
ment, while it strictly prohibits its own Subjects 
from leaving the country even for legitimate 
purposes, encourages the importation of Staves 
from every quarter. The Foreign Minister 
has now a number of Slaves who were kid- 
napped from the island of .lava. These persons 
were Subjects of the Netherlands Government, 
and their seizure was made a Subject of re¬ 
monstrance by the [hitch Commissioner who 
went to Siam in Ifllfl* 

I have &L>n» 

(Signed) J. CttAwrum 


n 


Calcutta 

29th January 1823. 
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Br-fnii, PORT CORNWALLIS the 28 November 1822. 

StniE* torkmeflt*, 

tuL fiT, pp. 241*2*-—-—---' 


To W. A. Clciilet Esquire, 

Secretary to Government at P. W. Island. 

14 Sot. 

Sir, 


Tlie uncertainty of my touching at your 
Island induces me to forward the enclosed 
letters, and as I only arrived this morning, 
1 am unable to send a copy [of] the outrage 
committed by the Siamese Government upon 
Captain Smith and me, but as Mr. Thomson, a 
passenger for Bengal by the Wellington, lias a 
copy 1 hope he will have the kindness to 
forward it to you. 


I have &e. 

(Signed) W. Stork. 


Singapore 
14 November 182” 
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TacUijj 

Strain SctfLimem*. 


ft ill 1 < i > T{ N \\ ALLIS the 12 December 1822. 


'"&&T t pp.m*W7- 


Ha* \\\ STORM- 


Mr, lltann 

1 Deer. Ibn. i o ^, A. Clcbujy Esquire 

Sccrctaiy to Govormnont 
Prince of Walts Island, 

Sir*, 

I beg leave to make known to vou, fnr 
tUe information of the HonbJe. the Governor, 
the barbarous treatment which C aptain Smith 
nml J exjK-rienCetl ill Siam. 

The enclosed will convey blit :t faint id?a 
of our sufferings, Hut it may be sufficient to 
deter Others from placing themselves in the 
power of so deceitful a race. 

Vt p sailed from Ih-n^nl in the fiHg Phcenix 
hi Pebnmnr last, and arrived at Jlan^kok in 
early part of Slay. 

Si 

As the Mission of the Governor General 
was there at the time we hoped to derive some 
advantage from that circumstance, hut unfor¬ 
tunately we did not find it the rase, uotwith- 
siandinsi Mr. Cratvfurd^ exertions in our favor, 
for the Court seemed to take a pleasure in 
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throwing obstructions in the nav uf tlit* dispu- 
of (iiir cargo, and we were in consequence 
obliged to bring back a considerable quantity 
of goods which remained unsold. 

The advantages we might however have 
ultimately overcome, but Captain McDonnell 
had unwarrantably and contrary to his Charter 
Party introduced a cargo of upwards of 60,000 
Dollars worth of goods in the Embassy Ship 
.John Adam, anti ns they were not subject to 
the usual charges of freight and other expenses, 
the Company paying all these, and as the 
principal part of his cargo was on commission 
and received at Eemmg and Singapore, be was 
enabled to sell at prices which could never par 
the merchant though it might answer bis p ur 
]Kwe at the time. 


I have &ca. 

(Signed) IV, Stoksi. 


Ship balm Adam 

1 Deer. 1 hi j 2. 




* 
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An Account of mi i hitrage which took place 
in Shun in 1832. 

in consequence of a message received 
from die (I) Prince Krone* Miin (’lilar, we 
proceeded about I o'clock p.tn, on Saturday,, 
October 1833, to his Palace, where on our 
arrival we were treated with more than usual 
attention. 

After wait! 111 ; a considerable time, a cun* 
versation took place respecting our having lire 
arms, when we assured diem we had none. 
They, however, were not satisfied, and insisted 
upon searching us when we rose to go away (3). 

The court yard had been gradually tilled 
and now seemed crowded with people (3), and 
our getting up seemed to lie the signal For a 
general attack, formimtars immediately rushed 
forward and struck at and separated us in art 
instant- 


(1). Hie eldest, but teitura] son r»F the King’*. 
Hr in at tin* head ol tin- (kmimemat and some other 
Dr part mrats. 

We had been twice in tbe Palace before, and 
knew it never had t> en required of eitlmr European 
ur American. We were thrrefitre turelr not wrong in 
saying ** wa would iiot be earthed "—.anil they never 
attempted it by toive. 

(3)- About 5 or tiCO Holdicra were raid to have 
been insiJe the wails on this occasion. 




Captain Smith was carried inti* the court 
yard, where he defended himself fur some time, 
but it ivas impossible to eontend long with such 
fearful odds, for they soon overpowered lum T 
and pulling him to the ground, kicked him 
kick wards and forwards until lie her a me in- 
sen si hie. 

W lien the attar k first commenced, J was 
unwilling to believe it intended, and fell kick 
into the place where we had just k en sitting, 
hut it was no Ioilifer sacred, for they followed 
till I reached the wall, when placing myself on 
the defensive. I kept the crowd for sonic time 
at bay. It was however impossible to resist 
such an attack for any length of time, when 
seizing my legs and arms they dragged me to 
the ground aiul in this maimer carried me 
back W an 1 sand forwards. 

I was now unable to offer »nv further 
resistance and they availed themselves of it, 
for hands, feet and elbows came upon me 
in every direction, while tny hands and feet 
wire pulled anil twisted so painfully ns to 
leave no hope of getting out of their hands 
alive. 


f inding however that I did not fall under 
this barbarous treatment, they attempted once 
or twice by placing their knees in my hack 
to break it T lmt not succeeding they seized 
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Hiv neckcloth, and pulling It with all their 
might nearly strangled me. 

Early in the attack the bridge of my nose 
had been broken, and so rapidly did the blood 
accumulate in my throat that while they were 
dragging tup backwards and Forwards I was 
often nearly choked. 

During the whole of this time the Prince, 
the (-1) Prah Klang, the Ifajah of Ligor and 
many others of the first rank stood looking on. 
enjoying the scene, but at length being satiated, 
and seeing probably that I must soon sink 
under tlicir cruelty if pushed much further, 
I was placed on the floor, and pulling or 
rather wrenching my arms back, they placed 
<m my ankles two pair of irons weighing about 
20 lbs. 

I now for the first time recognized Captain 
>mith at some distance, having irons put upon 
him also. He appeared to have suffered as 
much as 1 had. We were both bleeding pro. 
fuselv and so beaten and bruised as to be 
bard I v able to move. 

Tbe Prah Klang, accompanied by several 

Kajahs of high rank, then made his appearance, 


i-J-l. A relation uf the King's &nd has the inme- 
-iuit* management of the shipping under the Prince. 




and exulting seemingly in our sufferings told 
ns “ that we kid now seen what the Siamese 
Tomasha was”—while the Talow [ta*a)luk] 
sent a menage to Captain Smith to say '‘ That 
he understood the English thought the Siamese 
*" were afraid of them hut he hoped we wen? 
* 4 now eonvineed that they were not/* 

We were then asked some questions re- 
appt^hig a (5) horse whirrh the King was said 
to have returned to us after keeping him six 
months* mid which from our having neither 
room nor provisions for* we were under the 


{'*} W* had brought aa a present to the King 
o white horse. Ik uaa much plannedwith him, onU 
a few days before he ivus rel unit'd had been plated 
next lo liim^H but out* in hi* annua] procession found 
his I'rdace. He had bean in Ins po&ffajstjon for ntArJy 
six im>3iEhs p yet not ni th stand hag ha was returned 
within three or four days of our intended departure. 
This mem re we conceived tin known to the Kiug t 
atari done with the view of rile Frail Kking and tome 
of the others putting the present usually given m 
return into their own pockets* Tliey expected ils lid 
doubt to gu upon alE four* to ml rent them eg take him 
b;u:k* This we were nut exactly disposed to do and 
having neither room nor provisions of my kind for 
the poor animal we ware under the painful necessity 
of ordering him to be hilled. Their returning him 
was an insult hut iv* hart the countenance of the other 
European* in Bangkok at the linn* and even the 
Knock iefthar* fNiikhoda] justified our conduct to the 
I "rah KJaug, indeed one of them apcike go boldly on 
the occasion that ha answered to a quest ion who he 
was and what territory his Master (the Imaum of 
Muscat) had t that ha is a friend of the English, 
that lie ii what ho is* and such as he ie I am hi a 
servant. 




necessity of killing, and as he then became our 
own property again we thought we lirul a right 
to do with him what we pleased- We then 
complained of their conduct to us — that we 
hud been in (heir country for six months, and 
during the whole of the time thev knew that 
we had not only alwnvs conducted ourselves 
without blame, hut even to their satisfaction ; 
that we had paid them upwards of I (),(JUO (ij) 
Ticals in duties and charges which they had 
admitted was more than anv other Ship had 
ever paid them and it was cruet after such 
yenerat good conduct on our part to have been 
so Imrhurotislv used. 

: lo this appeal we got no satis factory reply, 
and soon after were told to retire to a place 
which had been prepared for us. Here we 
found only a straw mat spread ujxm t)ie ground 
and a leather pillow, hut fortunately they after¬ 
wards allowed to add to it the bedding from 
my sampan. The place was only about la feet 
long by Ml broad* anil our guard, consisting of 
In or 1 - men, remained ninstantly with ns. 

The four Lascars who had accompanied ns 
into the Palace were also severely beaten and 
two of them who happened to have their usual 
Lascar knives laid besides the two pair of irons, 


[6) thiol Stanidi Pollari. 



mi iron collar put round their lurks mid then 
chained tii the wall. 


Hie whole business appears to have been 
previously arranged, for immediately after we 
Jiad left the brig, two armed junk* dropped 
tlmvii alongside ->f her, while several boats 
having each n iron mounted and carrying a 
number of tamed soldiers continued to row 
'%ht and day alongside of our and Captain 
McDonnell s brig. Several bouses also near 
the shipping were filial with soldiers. 

Several Iiajahs came to us on the follow¬ 
ing afternoon (Sunday) to ttdl us, as thev said, 
our faults, and that they would write to the 
liajab of Penang on the subject. They then 
proceeded to read—'* That we had killed a 
“horse in the Kings boat—that we had said 
"that we would have killed it before the Prah- 
u Liang—that two of the Lascars (7) hail 
■ knives when they entered the Palace which 
"was contrary to tin* custom of Siam—that we 
“ were indebted to the Prah-Klang for not 
"having been beaten to death—that we had 
■* refused to be searched, and tlutt ami killing 
"the horse were two great faults in Siam— 
" llmt ii a Siamese had done it he would have 
* l been put to death, but that the Prince out 


10 Tiny had done nu twice before at Itaat, 
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■ of bis groat friendship for tlie Rajahs of 
" Bengal and Penang had forgiven us-—that 
"our brig (a) must immediately proceed to 
" I "ok nan* (9)—that our guns could not be 
1 returned to us for fear we should attack some 
'* ^ their vessels outside, hut that they would 
** Ih * w "t after us, and that we should be sent 
" down to Paknam in one of the King’s boats.'* 

Here we ventured to make a few remarks 
in our own favor, and to request some altera¬ 
tions in their plans, but were told the ease had 
already been decided on by these great men of 
tlie hinjure, that no alteration whatever could 
t:dit* place afterwards-—-so that we were punish - 
*1 Hrst and afterwards tried and found guilty 
without being allowed to make any defence or 
even lie present. 

It was then asserted that I had been the 
Hrst aggressor in striking the head Chokidar, 
[watchman] but after waiting upwards of half 
an hour they were content to abandon it—a 
most convincing proof of their own guilt. 

We hud been advised on Saturday night 
to write a letter (No. 1*) to the Prince, but 
su afraid do they appear to have been at what 


(3) Tlie Plicrnix of Calcutta. 

(9) A village near tbe mouth of the river. 
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they had done that we were forgiren before 
they knew the contents of it. On Tuesday it 
was returned to us and they then dictated 
♦ SiHM/ra. No. 2 # in which they allow us [to] retain the 
same paragraph stating our good conduct during 
the six months we had been in their country. 
With such a testimony as this, and at a time 
when we were their prisoners, and in irons, 
surely we need no other to prove we could have 
done no wrong, and that it was for no act of 
our own that we had been subjected to such 
barbarous usage. 

Our brig was unable to proceed down the 
river on Tuesday, and 1 take this opportunity 
of saying that we are much indebted to Captain 
McDonnell for the assistance lie gave both in 
men and boats. 

The following day having been fixed for 
our liberation we looked forward to it with the 
utmost anxiety. In tlie early part of it the 
Mussulman whom we bad carried with us from 
Bengal and through whom the principal part 
of our cargo had lieen sold made his appearance, 
accompanied by two of the crannies, or Court 
Writers, who told us that be would not be 
permitted to return with us, as be was required 
for the King's ship. As the man himself was 
unwilling to remain, and bis services almost 
absolutely necessary to us. we remonstrated 
strongly against this arbitrary act, but all in vain. 


* 
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Tire whole of our accounts were now to 
settle with him, but they hurried us in the 
tuest shameful manner, and would not allow 
us to speak one word to him hut in their 
hearing, and from the shortness of the period 
having been unable to collect the whole of our 
debts, we were comjwdled to leave a consider¬ 
able sum to lie recovered by him. 

The irons of the Lascars bad already been 
knocked off, and they now proceeded to remove 
ours, which from the hardness of the iron or 
their awkwardness was effected with difficulty 
and pain. 

After visiting the Prah Slang, who was 
in the l’alace, we were permitted to depart 
after having been four days in confinement 
without advice or assistance, though suffering 
severely from the bruises and wounds we bail 
received. 

It would however be the height of ingra¬ 
titude if I omitted to mention the extraordinary 
kindness of Chow* from, a nobleman in the 
Prince’s service, with whom I was on terms 
of the greatest intimacy. His influence in 
the Palace procured the admission of articles 
which were prohibited, and that respect from 
our guards which saved us from insult. He 
strained every nerve to obtain our release, and 
besides visiting us often himself, he seat his 
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young son who was much attached to me to 
remain with us, while two of his servants 
were in constant attendance. 

Asa contrast to this, I regret to say tiiat 
8enr. Carlos ML de Sitveiro, a Brazilian bv 
birth, and assuming the title of Portuguese 
Consul at Siam, acted very differently. His 
favors we did nut want, but it appears he was 
consulted previous to the outrage upon us. 
when he declared that the British Government 
would never take any notice of whatever acts 
of violence or injustice they might think proper 

to commit upon us. 

It was night when we reached Paknarn, 
and here we were told that if we would leave 
our long boat, our gnus would be sent out to 
«s after we got over the bar. But our men we 
could not spare, ami our boat was absolutely 
necessary to enable us to get out. We how¬ 
ever offered to pay any sum they pleased if 
they would send them to us, hut with this 
they would not comply. 

Our linguist left us on Thursday morning, 
when wc got under weigh, promising to return 
with a pilot, but as he never came b:it-l; ami 
had told our gunner in Bangkok that we should 
neither get our guns nor a pilot, it would seem 
as if the Siamese were desirous in addition to 
their ill usage that we should lose our vessel. 
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Feeling however that we were not safe while 
within rent']) of such a treacherous race, we 
endeavoured to make the best of our wav but 
unfortunately on Friday morning 25 October 
we took the ground, and owing to the spring 
tide not rising sufficiently we did not get over 
the bar till the 1st of November when we pro¬ 
ceeded on our voyage. 


(Signed) W. Storm, 


245 


Wattarf Record*, FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec. 1822. 

Ptimiti FfrltlesacDlf* 

toI. 8 ?, p. MtJ. --“ ----- “ - 


(No. 1—Copy.) 

To the PncffCK Kb«»m MCn Chet. 

May it please your Royal Highness 

We are strangers, arid came to your coun¬ 
try for the purpose of trade, and during the 
six months we have now been here, there is no 
man who can tind fault with US. 

If we have done wrong now, it is from 
ignorance of your customs, and as we are sorry 
for it we hope you will allow us [to] go on 
hoard of [our] ship, as we are very ill and 
must certainly die if kept here any longer. 

We are &c. 

(Signed) W. Storm 

Cdas. E. Smith. 


Bangkok 

1V> October 1822. 





Fvivtj FORT CORNWALL IS the 12 Dec, 182:'. 

£ Ernie# ficHlftocats, 

wot PP- &MS-9. --*5-----— — 


(No. 2 Copy.) 

To H is Royal I Ugliness 

The Prince Krojia Mes Chet. 

May it please your Royal Highness 

We are strangers anti came to vour coun¬ 
try for the purpose of trade, and during the 
six months we have now been here, there is no 
man who can find fault with us. 

We brought a horse as a present to the 
King, which we understood from the (1) horse 
keeper was to be returned, and we told him 
“to do so’* and when it came alongside of 
the ship we were angry and ordered it to be 
killed in the boat in the presence of the horse 
keeper, but we since understand it is a crime 
according to the laws of your country, and arc 
therefore sorry for it. 

That when you sent for us, the Chokeedars 
were afraid we had arms, and wished to search 


1) lr was tin) writers who havp the settlement 
of all the duties, chargee oti the ship who told ut, 
but the horse keeper whom wo had not aeon appeal* to 
have been brought forward to t.creeu them. 

(S3.) W. S. 
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us, which we objected to, and wished to go 
away, upon which a quarrel ensued, and upon 
trying to force our way, they heat us. That 
if we hare therefore not obeyed yonr laws we 
hope you will forgive us for both these faults, 
and allow us [to] go on hoard ship again, as 
we are so very ill that we must die if kept any 
longer in confinement. 

We are &co. 

(Signet!) W. Stork 

Chas. E. Smith, 

Bangkok 
19 October IS2i, 

As Mr. Storm was about to proceed to 
Bengal THE SECRETARY reports that he 
was referred to the Most Noble the Governor 
(teneral in Council as the Supreme Authority 
in matters of a political nature, and that 
copies of the above documents were forwarded. 




Politic*) FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823. 

CiHiauUaiiona, 

Em.^ 123. to), ei. —----- 

K». a. To The Honorable 

T. S, Raffles Kt. 

Lieutenant Governor. 

II on bit*. Sir, 

I herewith beg leave to transmit for your 
■ <£* j-/™. information a letter of yesterday's date* ad¬ 
dressed to ine l>_v Mr. Storm Supercargo of 
dm Brig Phoenix with enclosures relative to 
the very shameful and most barbarous usage 
himself and Captain Smith, Commander of tlie 
Vessel, appear to lutve exjmrienced at the hands 
of the Siamese Government* 

It will of course be for yourself and the 
higher authorities to judge of the measures 
which may be deemed most expedient to pursue 
on this occasion, it appears to me however, 
that the insult was intended to be offered more 
to the British Government than to the unfor¬ 
tunate sufferers themselves* 

1 have itr. 

(Signed) Wit. Fawquhau 


Singapore 
lath November 


Resident. 




Paliucntl 
Cbumlmt^K 
123, ¥*h 3tf. 


FORT WILLIAM 7th February Ifii.L 


^u. !», r.ihNl. 

To CnUlNKI. Fakqhiau 

Resilient Jfcea, Singapore. 


Sir. 


1. Ii heroines inv ]i;i infnl duty to mate 
known tii you tin* burlttrnn* treatment Captain 
Smith and I expermiu-iHl in Shim in the hope 
that ir^ pnblirUy may at least : deter other* from 
putting themselves in the power of u Govern¬ 
ment so trillv infamous as their conduct to ns 
must always rank them. 

We arrival in Siam in May last with 
a cargo well suited to the market ami euimisting 
of siu'ii a variety of goods «s had never been 
in ken there before. 

t hi imr arrival we luul u great many 
fair promise*, made ns hy the Court but 
unfortunately all their favors ended there. 
Indeed they seemed to take a pleasure in 
throwing obstacles io the way of the sole of 
our goods for they would neither buy them- 
selves Hot let tiuv lwdv else, la this state 

ip * 

they continued s< long that we hail serious 
intentions uf leaving the Fort when they then 
enine forward and purchased a few articles 





mu nit: of which wt were afterwards obliged 
lo let them have nt a less price than they 
bought them for, and others they only 
ft ink awav a week or so before our dejmr* 
tore. 


4. Our samples they also kept an uit* 
reasonable length of time and would neither 
return them nor buy them, though we could 
have repeatedly sold them to others, by which 
means when we did get them back the silt* 
was gone bv and they were thrown upon our 
hands. Again when they gave ns liberty to 
sell they gave orders at the some time to the 
('hokeedars not to |u>rmit any body to purchase. 
This we detected hut complaint was useless. 
For mi man in .Siam dare tell his superior any 
thing which is disagreeable jmr one servant of 
the Court complain against another. Even when 
wt* did sell we were not then certain we were 
doing right, for if an article reached the tnurt 
through the bazaar and happened to be liked 
all tbe buyers were called upon to give up their 
purchases, and if this was impracticable they 
were fined or Hogged and imprisoned. Such 
unjust and arbitrary conduct ns this rendered 
it impossible to dispose in a reuse ruble tune 
of a cargo «f any amount and as Captain 
McDonnell had most unjustifiably brought in 
the Embassy Ship goods to the amount of 
upwards of 60,000 Dollars worth we were 

compelled to sell at very low prices. 


A. The King uf Shim 1ms a ship which 
was scat last year to Catcnitta and carried hack 
tive si lives purchased there ami a number of 
Lascars. British Subjects. All British ships 
are obliged to cuter into it lximl to return such 
Lascars as they take away, amt it seems strange 
that a foreign lhover should have advantages 
in our ports which we have not ourselves, 

i». The slaves could not have been taken 
away with the knowledge of (Jovernment but 
the Lascars were obtained through the Registry 
office. For we are in possession of their tickets. 

7. This ship returned to Siam while we 
were there ami all the La sears were turned 
adrift and with difficulty obtained their wages. 
Some of them entered with us — a few with 
('upturn Me Donnell and others were taken by the 
K hoc kerd liar [Nakhoda] of a ship belonging to 

the Imamu of \[intent. This was all verv well 

* 

as long as the King of Siam did not want them, 
but just before we came away they bad tome to 
the determination of sending their ship to fey Ion 
and Ihrmbay. Accordingly a demand was made 
to deliver them up. or have them taken by force, 

while the Arab ... was threatened 

if be did not comply t« la- put in irons. 

N. These threats had not however the 
desired effect, but onr refusal to deliver them 
up enraged the I'rah-Klang fieri h id all bounds. 


-ird 

and he gave order- that we should not have a 
passport till n't- c«m plied. 

i have also to complain that several letters 
for me* having 1 believe enclosures for the 
liovcrnment put under charge of one of the 
linguists by Mr, Crawford mid the other 
gentlemen of the Mission, were detained ami 
opened by the Pruh-Khing and by his orders 
translated by a Portuguese priest. This 
flagrant ait is so well known in .Siam that 
latterly no person pretended even to say that it 
whs not the enst*. 

The enclosures contniu sonic acemtnt of 
their treatment id Captain Smith and myself. 
Von will see lmw infamously we have hcen 

B 

lists 1, and how near we were of falling :t sueri- 
Hce to their barbarity. The effects of it I 
shall pmlmbly never get over, for I have been 
exceedingly ill ever since, 

I know not what view the (iuvernineht of 
India may be dispisid to take nf the subject, 
but as the Court of Siam charge iiritis)] ships 
higher duties amt port charges (j) than they 


|| j The Port charge auioimiW to I,4‘jy ticals 
3 mining [sailing-] 1 prang [fuangj, but. they ret used to 
give, as i« cUHtoinarv, the jurtictilnr<>, A Jlrig pays 
only Iialf Port charges mid the usual sum is IJUjU or 
1,050 ticab or Wu Dollar*. while we paid 7 IgJ D„ikr*; 
n charge so an reasonable that it rati uidv hr all Him ted 
I., a desire to avoid any enimueive with r lie ilriiidl. 
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do any other Power and shew less Favor to 
them in their dealings ft seems but fair that 
some measure of retaliation at least should he 
adopted with regard to their ships and junks 
frequenting our ports. 

1 have &ca. 

(Signed) Wsi, Stunii. 


Brig Phoenix 
Singapore Bonds 
14th Novr. 1822. 

W 

P-S- The detention against Ids own will 
of our Mussulman Mol I ini is an aet of the 
greatest injustice. He hud lieen employed hv 
us in the sale of the principal part of our cargo 
and independent of the risk we run of never 
getting the money left with him to collect, we 
were deprived of his services at a time when 
we needed them most. 


Eengft! PdUieal 
CuusalealsonB,, 
hiost 13 &, toL ^ 


FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1 9.2X 


So ft Con:'!. 


AX ACCOUNT of an outrage which took 
place in Siam in 1822. 


About 1 o'clock p.m. cm Saturday the 19th 
October 1822 the Christian Captain of the 
Fort (1) eiime on hoard the Brig Phcenix of 
Calcutta ami told us that the Prince Kront 
Mi in Chet (2) wi shed to see us, immediately 
upon which we homed away in my sampan 
accompanied by our Mussulman linguist and 
the Port Captain following in his own boat. 

The part of the palace in which the Prince 
resides is situated on the right bank of the 
river Me-ttam, about 2 miles above the ship¬ 
ping. The entrance is filthy and through a 
bazar. It is a square building surrounded with 
high walls and has two gates. Adjoining to 
the Audience Hall there is a plate open in front 
where all visitors are obliged to wait till it i« 
the pleasure of his Royal Highness to see them. 
Here we had remained some time when we 
expressed to our linguist, and particularly 


(1) A native Portuguese. 

(2) A sou of the King's, who hw charge of the- 
Cuuiniercial Department, Acn. 
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mentioned to him then ns well as formerly in 
the boat, that we had hurried away upon the 
assurance of not being detained when our 
dinner was almost ready to he placed upon the 
table, and that we should not wait too long 
but go away and return some other time. To 
this he did not tell us we could not go away 
nor make any observation which could lead 
us to form any idea of our being under 
restraint. 

The Court yard now seemed to be rapidly 
filling with people, but as our linguist stated it 
was usual, it did away with our suspicions 
for the moment ; but observing the crowd still 
increasing, tile strictness of the door- keepers 
in preventing any person going out and a 
sword or two occasionally carried into the 

fc* 

I’alace, I became Uneasy and said, if the Prince 
was not likely to come out soon we must go 
away. I pun which we were told he had come 
out and would see us in a few minutes, A 
conversation then took place between Captain 
■Smith and the Port Captain respecting our 
having fire arms, when we assured him we had 
uo such thing, and indeed he must have known 
it himself, for we came away from the ling so 
hurriedly as not to have allowed ourselves 
sufficient time to make any change in our 
dress or even to go into our cabins. We then 
said we had been twice there before without 
any search having been required and it seemed 


strange they should now wish to adopt a 
measure so obnoxious. ('upturn Smith then 
s;iid they insisted upon searching us and there- 
fore we had better go away, upon which we 
both got up. This moment appeared to be the 
signal u£ attack for we were immediately struck 
and surrounded bv such numbers os to preclude 
any hojie of escape t or of resistance being of 
the slightest use ; but the human mind is not 
easily subdued and in the midst of the greatest 
dangers it resists insult and oppression. Ac¬ 
cordingly Captain Smith defended himself for 
some time in the Court Yard where he had 
been carried, while I retreated with my haek 
to the wall to the same place where we had 
been sitting only a moment before. Here i 
defended myself for some time against their 
brutal attack, hut at length was overpowered, 
when seizing my legs and arms they twisted 
them in the most painful manner, at the same 
time carrying me back wards and forwards, 
sometime with my face down, at others up, 
I hiring the whole of the time the)' continued 
to beat me with both hands ami feet in the 
most inhuman manner, and once or twice at¬ 
tempted to break my hack by placing their 
knees in it. They then seized my neckcloth 
which they twisted in such a manner as to 
induce me to believe they intended to strangle 
me, and afterwards to leave so much pain as 
to render me unable to eat with comfort for 
some time. 


hi tin- wirh jmrt of tin* Scuffle l received 

u blow mi the nose which broke the bridge, 

nml from flic position I was in when they wen* 

earrving me flic Minn I collected so fjiM in mv 
* " + 

throat that 1 was often nearly choked, for 1 
c*nihl neither swallow nor throw it out. 

Having :it length satisfied them selves in 
their hrutul attach they placed me on the Hour 
amt 3 n 111 i i a it or rather wrenching my arms hack 
they put two ptlir of irons on my ancle* weigh¬ 
ing a hour twenty pounds. 

\\ hile tliis operation was going on 1 nl>- 
scrvt ii t aptain Srnirli for the first time in the 
sat me situation, after having suffered severely, 
and hcen thrown iloicii ami kicked forwards ami 
backwards till he was for smut* time insensible. 
It was however difficult to say which had 
suffered most, hut our eyes si-emcd to have 
hecn their principal aim for we were hotli 
m ich disfigured then and < 'a plain Smith had a 

out mi the forehead. IWI.. watches .I 

caps hail 1 let’ll torn from its, luit Captain Smith 

recovered Ins almost immediately while I did 

* 

tint get my watch for & days afterwards 
and mv cap and knife were never returned. 
Nothing could exceed tin* barbarity with which 
we were used. Hnuds, feels and ellmws were 
all employed without mercy. heath would 
have been prefers hie to what Wc sidTerni. and 
iio entreaties could move them to desist. 


The I'rah KJang now made Juts appearance 
accompanied hy several Rajahs of high rank 
anil told u> while bruised and bleeding and 
loaded with irons that we liad “now seen what 
“a Siamese Tomnslin was.” This man's con¬ 
duct had always been had but upon tin* present 
occasion it was brutal in the extreme for In* 
seemed to exult in mir distress. 

The Taloou (4) also sen! a message to 
Captain Smith "that lie understood the English 
“ thought the Siam ;se were afraid of them hut 
41 he hoped we were now convinced they were 
‘ not," Pretty convincing proof indeed when 
about aim or 600 men were thought necessary 
to attack two defenceless men who had neither 
means of escape nor resistance against such an 
overwhelming force. 

They then proceeded to enquire into the 
cause of our killing a horse which the King 
had returned to us, when we answered that it 
was our own property and we thought we had 
a right to do with it as we liked. We then 
complained of their outrage upon ns and stated 
that we had h+-en in their country for six 
mouths, that we had paid them upwards of 
ten thousand (deals in duties and charges, which 
was more than any one ship had done before. 


1 1* An oilier r conjwted with the shipping. 





ami that it w«* hard within a few days of our 
intended departure to he so ill used, We how- 
orer got mi satisfactory-answer ami were told 
afterwards that Kaasdnv. tin* Mussulman fran- 
jiL wlm was thv interpreter, did not ooiummii- 
rftte all Wi* said. 

We were then desired to withdraw to a 
shade near the gate, which had Wen prepftml 
for us, hut our holies would have suffered 
more than they did. and they suffered enough, 
if the betiding of my sampan had not been 
fortunately brought unto iis. 

The four Lasrars oho had in the absence 
of my lxxitmen ace out pan ted u> were also 
severely Wateu and two of them who had their 
usual knives with them hud, in addition to the 
two pair of irons mi their legs, a collar round 
rheir necks and were fas tenoned to the wall 
with a chain. 

The whole business appears to have been 
previously arranged, for immediately after we 
left the brig two armed junks dropped down 
alongside of us and several gun boats, having 
each a gun mounted anti carrying a number of 
armed soldiers, continued to row alongside of 
r-. us am { < ^jjtain MeDonnoIl's brig,* for Portu- 
*** ,l " l,r, ^giH*se linguist were also put on board who 
were obliged to answer the boats as rhev hailed 
it bile the houses in front of the iVah-Klang 


:«ml lii> brother weiv tilled tvidi armed mm. 
A message was also sent on hoard that if they 
iii-pt quiet and no Wlv left tin* vessel no harm 
would he done to them. 

W t* wi re also told that Senhor (dr [os Ml. 
de Nilvotro. who assume* tIu* title of Portu¬ 
guese Consul. had hecn consulted by the Pmh 
Klang and that be gave it as his opinion [that 
they] might proceed to these extremities with 
ns iti perfect safety, for that mir Cnvernment 
would never take any notice of it. 

* 

About two Imurs alter we had been put in 
confinement we were visited bv mv friend 

■ P 

t hou t 'rnoin, a Siamese of rank, and From his 
being at die head of the Ivslahlishmeiir of the 
I'rince, ivc were supplied with comfort and 
treated with attention by mir guards, which m- 
< a mid not hale exerted otherwise. lie re¬ 
gretted 1 1 having been absent at the time 

of our arrival, as he could have prevented the 
iinfortuiiarc oi cLiri'enec which had taken place, 
and would iiijiv endeavour to do all tri his 

power to nhtni.. release, but as n prelimi- 

liar) step if would In- necessary f rH ‘ n> to sav 
even thing thei wished. 

Wo were guarded most strictly* having 
K or men constantly with us in a place 
about In feet long by |n brum I and others 
during the night eatiie round frequent! v with 


torches to soe that sill iyjis right* while flu 1 
courtyard was tilled with m+nipd soldiers. 

i >n Sunday uftmiooii flit* brother of tln- 
Pndi tvkmg with li of I other Rajnhs came 
into otir prison t<« uA\ ohiis they said onr fiiulfs. 
unit that they would write to the linjaih of 
Pi'iiiins on the subject* 

They then proceeded to read—tlmt we la:uI 
killed a imrsc in the Kiu^ N hoar—that we had 
.-aid we would have killed it before the Prah- 
Klnng—that two of the Lascars had knives 
when they entered the pahire Which was con¬ 
trary to the custom of Siam—that we were 
indebted to the Frail Klang for not being beaten 
to death— that we had refuged to be searched 
and that and killing the horse were two great 
faults ui Siam, and that if done bv a native it 

w 

would have been death ; but that the Prince out 
of his great Friendship fur the Ehijuhs of Bengal 
and Penang had forgiven u.s—that the brig must 
immediately proceed to f’aknam. Here we 
ventured ro make n few remarks in our own 
defence and as we were very unwell offered 
to deliver up id I our muskets, pistol* and 
swords if they would ouh allow us to go mi 
hoard then, promising at the stune time if we 
moved out of the vessel, tliat they might nit 
our bends t gf. Bur we were stopped and told 

that the rase had already been decided .. 

by these great men of the Kingdom and no 


alteration whatever could |*ossit)]_v take place 
after their decision. They then said that our 
Mussulman Muhin [mate] could remain nod 
settle our accounts and afterwards join us 
either at l’aknam nr outside of the tW. 

It was here insinuated that I had been the 
first transgressor in striking mu* of the Choki- 
dhars. hut 1 flared them to the proof. hut so 
confident were they that they watted half an 
hour at least* but afterwards abandoned it—a 
most convincing proof that they were the 

aggressors. 


They then returned ns the first letter 
which we hud written to the I'niice ami die* 
• Sn t\t {-ited miother No. £.* from which it will appear 

it orf. i«t , ... r , 

fwiu a wf. w. that even in their own eyes our faults were 
not very great, and as they admitted we had 
conducted ourselves for >ix mouths without 
fault, surely their treatment was most unjusti¬ 
fiable—For what linii we done ? We brought 
a horse a> a present to the King. He had 
ettst us some money and a great deal of trouble, 
1 le was accepted and much liked and taken 
awav without askiiu imr leave—and but a few 
(lays before had been in such high favor as to 
Ih* pi need next but one to the King in bis 
annual procession. hut it bad been thought 
proper after keeping him for six months fit 
return him, for what reason we are ignorant. 
We had no aeenm 111,Illation nor provision for 


hint. He was again our own projj^rty. TIw j y 
bin! used him ill and insulted us and unjustly 
thought the first loss the best—iiceordinglv 
when he came alongside we ordered him to he 
killed, Wp also said we would not he sear* li¬ 
ed—hut did they ever attempt it ? No, they 
knocked m down first* and searched us after* 
wank, (inwl i r«>d ! surely this was not treat¬ 
ment which any IkkIv living fur six months in 
a country without blame nr reproach could 
have expected. If any fault could have been 
found with us it was an opportunity well citl- 
rulated for bringing any body into favor, but 
though ! believe u!l the population uF liangkuk 
catne to see uH. yei lint one had it smile on 
their countenance nor an ill word to give us, 
Even the (5) Fin Chubb* (6) Rna^lay. ami 
(7) Luang Sawnt, our great enemies flare not 
say a word and when they and the Prafo Klang 
were silent nil men iniisr he content to hold 
their tongues, fur then* are not four greater 
villains unhung. 


(h)+ A Mussulman and the Kind's interpreter* 
He and a Sinm !:^ Pm Biphipbat value the kincauU 
ami other valuable arliele* for rhe Cmirt* He has 
always jdiown hiian^lf decidedly hostile to the British. 

i ti j. The sun of the Pi* ChiO&bh and one of the 
pHiu-ipal Crannies— -tho accounts of duties and charge* 
are made up by hint and a great part o! the car^m 
wanted for the Court i- valued by him. 

(7) The son of this PEa SiphipAE ami euodjutur of 
Prutsdny and a# a gTeat a villain* but nut ii> murk 
duplicity. 
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Through tlit favor of Chou < roam mv 
obtained leave to have one pail’ "l our irons 
removed which aflfmdcd us great relief, hut we 
could not procure the same indulgence for the 
prior Lascars ns it was a special favour granted 
to fis only. 

Hit Tuesday the brig moved down tin* 
river, and 1 take this opportunity of saying 
that we are much indebted to Captain lie Poll* 
mdj for the assistance he gave of men and 
boats, and without which il could not have 
been accomplished so soon. 

On Wednesday the tfiiil October some 
of the same great men who h:td visited us 
Formerly ennie for the parpen* of Captain 
McPomicIlV* to tlie 1 Vince and fortunately it 
agreed W'ith the translation in their possession. 

< tnr Mussulman was introduced. IntT ar- 
cnnipauied by the Cnumics Unnsthv and Liumg 
Saw at, in id such was tin* strictness exorcised, 
that though we had the whole of our account* 
to settle, it was obliged to be done publicly, 
nor was unV private conversation whatever 
allowed. We were obliged to leave a large 
sum of money to he collected by him. and as 
the Prah Kiting. much to our toss and against 
both his and our inclination, kept him to go 
in the King's ship, it is doubtful if wc shall 
ever receive the amount left with him. 


The irons the Lascars had already been 
taken off mid they non - proceeded to remove 
ours, when packing up everything we were 
ready to go, hut. n message whs brought us 
that the t J rah Ktong expected a visit and we 
wen* obliged to submit. 

We then proceeded alnuit o'clock to the 
iMiuiit [landing place.] accompanied hy my 
never to he forgotten friend ( how from and 
his affectionate son and embarking to niv 

great joy in my own sampan. Instead of a King’s 
boat, proceeded down the river, accompanied |>v 
a Siamese of rank and the Captain of the fort 
in their emu hoar* and a linguist with ns to 
t’aknam. where the IVali K lung's brother was, 
and returning mi hoard the brig, enjoyed the 
hiXitrv of Whig olive more at lihertv. 

" ■ -i 

Mere it was proposal to ik that iT we 
would leave our long hunt, she should in- sent 
after us with our guns, after we had crossed 
the bar, but compliance was ipiite out of tin- 
i| nest ion, for we could neither spare the luxit 
nor Lascars. We however offered to pay a 
boat if they would send them out to us. Wo 
then asked for n pilot mid they promised one 
till the very last, for on Thursday Humbug one 
of the linguists came on board, and taking the 
other two away said that one of them would 
return with the pilot, but he never came, find 
It is evident it was never intended, for the 


sumo linguist totd mi rgunner in Han 14kok that 
up should neither trot our trims nor a ]iilor. 

We took tiu* ground in coming oiu mi 
Friday, 2.*»tb < h'toher, and remained Till Friday 
rim J st Xovemljer, when wo fortunately floated 
over the bar, and in the evening made nil sail 
mi our voyage. 

Two 1 lays after joining the brig I was 
taken dangerously ill and did not recover for 
some time afterwards 

(Signed) \\ m . Storm. 

(A true ropy) 

(Signed) T. S, Kaffi.es. 
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ifnkkuij: or sum, HiAKLANO of SIAM. 


Translation of a letter from tin* I'raklniu', 
Minister at Siam. to tlie Double. the < invermur. 

This letter from Ton ( lino ]'hr»y;t Him 
Klnngnt the Empire of the great Naklum Sri 
Ayuddliya (or Siam) comes to the Mono rah! c 
Wiilbm Edward Phillips (inventor of Puln 
H-nang. in tlie veal* 1 IS4 of the Horse, tin* 
(inverimr (renera! of Bengal sent Cmwfurd 
the Chief and 1 laugerHehl the second, and the t 
Doctor the third, mid the Officer to the Escort, 
the fourth, with a letter and presents which we 
respectfully conveyed to the King in order to 
introduce a mode of advantageous correspon¬ 
dence. and open the channels of commerce so 
that the English merchants might frcipient the 
Empire of Siam, and those of the latter country 
the Dependencies of the English, so that their 
mutual intercourse might lie i Demised. For 
the last thirty years it never has lieeu custo¬ 
mary for an ambassador to W sent from 
Bengal to the Empire. The Chief of the 
Marine received the letter and ('ran 'urd the 
Ambassador from Bengal according to the 
customs observed with reganl to Ambassadors 





of great countries, who had not been lU'eustum- 
ed to come to Siam, hut whose having begun 
tfj do so was a proof of nn inclination for 
ail advantageous intercourse, First tin* King 
was gmchnislv plea soil to admit (Yawfiud and 
his Ministers to approach Ins prose nr o. Imwing 
down according to former customs, and also 
gave directions to a chief man to prepare a 
house for tin* Ambassador Ornwfurd to live in. 
and entertained him there fora month, so that 
Ctawfurd and the Ministers presiding over that 
Department might deliberate on commercial 
mat ters, but their discussion was nut successful, 
for the customs of the Kiiglish did riot agree 
with those of the Empire of Siam, which had 
been established from former!v. Furthermore 

Sf 

4'rawFurd requested that the English might 
he allowed to have resident merchants at Slum, 
bur the letter which he brought expressly stated 
that no place to reside in was requested where 
such merchants might ho placed, from which 
it appears that what Crawford said did not 
agree with the sentiments of the l diver nor 
General w hich gave no ground for hearing him 
with confidence, From former times the 
English were never accustomed to place resi¬ 
dent merchants in Siam, lint the English knew 

lior the pecnline customs of tin.mtrv 

even at the time of < 'raw Fun I’ coining there. 

t raivfiinl stayed three ..itlis and upwards, 

and had ample trine For representing every 
tiling he desired, and Ire appointed a writer to 


take account of the arrivals and departures of 
prmvs, intending to observe* the jikiecf mid its 
population, and hr also drew maps of all the 
rivers, sounding tUeir depth, mid measuring 
the extent of the islands without the river's 
mouth, which were many in number. When 
(’rawfurd find departed from the Empire \ui 
Tougrat ami Nat lima tong, wlm were ids 
interpreters stayed at the Empire of Siam in 
the ship, and they acquainted the Cluefs of die 
Country that Crawford had brought a letter 
from the Governor General ostensibly to open 
channels of commerce and advantageous inter- 
votirw*, hut that lie and the military officer* 
would not communicate to t hem. Tongrat and 
Bun tong, the real reasons of their coining, 
saying moreover that this ('mwfurd was a very 
clever and investigating man, and had come hi 
■onler to view the Empire of Siam previous to 
die English fitting out mi expedition with ships 
ot war to conn* and compier and seize on the 
Empire. And it was for this reason that 
(Yaw fund, Ihingertield, tin- I W[or and the 
military officer sounded tin* rivers and measured 
the size of the Islands, small and great, and 
reckoned tin* population, and took counsel to do 
tuany other things to give cause of offence, 
whl< !i were supererogatory to the letter of the 
Governor General of Bengal thinking to trims* 
gress against the customs of the former princes 
whidi were that the bearers of letters should 
do every thing tending to a prolongation of 
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advantageous intercourse. i art hern lore Cap¬ 
tain Smith and Storm rame to trade in ^iani* 
and presented respectfully a horse which 
was not acceptable to the King and. the Chief 
Ministers an plain ted Captain Storm with this, 
ami that the horse was not ha in l some and 
a Urn hie enough, m>r indeed like the horses of 
the Governor General, auA moreover that by 
astrology it was discovered to In? an unlucky 
horx-, and for those reasons direeled by lMs 
.Majesty to 1>e returned to the Captain of the 
ship, who was to take the horse away with 
him. Captain Storm said it was not agreeable 
to him to take the horse away, and wlien he 
had sold his cloths, and ja-ejmred his return 
cargo and his ship for sea. lie demanded the 
horse, ami on the Chief Ministers sending it 
down t« the ship, the Captain would not re¬ 
ceive it. but ordered a white man to kill it and 
throw it into tin? prow in the presence of the 
men of rank who had brought it. and he 
elided with much insolence ami sneering with 
t-oarse bmguage by no means suitable to the 

respect due ..ie sending a present to His. 

Majesty, nor even to a casual compliment paid 
to a umn of rank in case of whidi being unac¬ 
ceptable, of an inferior description, ami being 
returned as suck it is never customary to be 
hi a {Kission and destroy the article so as to 
irritate the Chiefs of the place. But Captain 
Smith and Storm were so offensive in their 
disrespect lo the King +>f Siam, that if they had 
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been treats! according to the custom of Siam, 
they would have been put to death. Tin* 
Government servants however were much 
angered and annoyed by Captain Smith suul 

Storm's conduct, and even the von common 

* ¥ 

people of the country were irritated at their 
having come as merchants to hue :tud sell and 
having behaved in so disrespectful ami offen¬ 
sive a manner. The Chief .Ministers having 
reported this matter to the King, he commanded 
Captain Smith and Storm to he seized ami ex¬ 
amined, on which they came with some nf their 
Kalassies armed, and the Chiefs became stts 
picious, the more so Captain Smith mid Storm 
having comte to the presence ufldor accusation, 
on which account they proceeded to disarm tin* 
Iv a lassies, and to investigate the matter accord¬ 
ing to the custom a rv forms, which Captain 
Smith and Storm would not allow but pro¬ 
ceeded to strike and resist them * on which 
the Tam rapt seized and dogged tliem according 
to the custom of the country. Captain Storm 
was very self ignorant to come with four nr 
five people when the authorities of till- [dart- 
had more than a hundred present, blit he was 
resolved to try a riot and actually pushed anil 
struck tht servants of Covcrinnent. mi whi< li 
an order was given to hind him and that lie 
should he examined and informed that lifs 
horse, being an unlucky one, was not found 
acceptable by His Majesty, and 1 icing returned 
hy the Chief Ministers in a proper manner, he 


fsinl thought proper to kill it, ami In? guilty of 
offensive disrespect which subjected him by 
the laws of Siam to death. Captain Storm 
then wrote a letter confessing his fault in 
humble terms, anil requesting tltat the Chief 
Ministers would intemule with the King for 
his pardon, saving timt He was a trader who 
liad conic from far, and did not know the 
laws and customs of Siam, on which ground 
he reinvested pardon this month. The gnus 
and antis of the ship, which were many in 
number, were taken mi shore and kept lest 
Captain Smith and Storm should shoot at or 
Attack the people and thus occasion a rupture 
of the commercial intercourse, hut the Chief 
Officers hud orders to give them up, of which 
the Cajjfam was informed that when he went 
down the river, and puss -d the part of the 
country which whs inhabited, he should send 
a bout to takeaway his gum. and a pilot, but 
;ii Captain Storm did not chouse to do this, his 
arms were left behind, and lie went a wav 
without a pilot by following a Chinese junk 
through the shallow parts of the river. Captain 
Smith and Storm were both foolish and nmli* 
rimis doing this, with intent to slander the 
Siamese to other traders, by charging them 
with seizing their arms, so that the merchants 
" ho knew not the true state of the case might 
become suspicious nf such treatment. The 
guns and muskets left behind by Captain Storm 
bring 4 in number will Ik- now sent by the 


ship of Captain McDonnell, to whom they have 
fit*cm delivered, and lie has taken « written at- 
enunt of them, and given it t<» the Chief Minister. 

Furthermore Captain McDonnell aceotn* 
jiiinieil the Ambassador Crawftird to Siam Hut 
lu* quarrelled with him, and Crawford left Him 
behind. Captain McDonnell did not accompany 
hint, but landed all his goods a ml placed tliom 
in the warehouse of the Portuguese merchants 
of ( okj, the Governor of which had requested 
id the King of Siam to allow them to stay at 
Siam and build ships. Captain McDonnell 
hought a merchant Portuguese fillip from Macao 
of Pita Kalulut [Carlos] and afterwards he and 
Pua Carlos hud a disagreement and applied for 
investigation, in the course of which Captain 
McDonnell said Carlos had cheated Him both 
in silver amt cloths and argued litigimisly on 
many paints. The Minister who received the 
Custom Duties might have been witness in the 
vase, but they had secretly traded and bought 
and sold without giving notice to the proper 
authorities which was a fault against the laws 
of Siam, and the ease could not therefore be 
decided but left for McDonnell to go and make 
complaint to the Governor General of Bengal, 
on which the Governor General of Bengal 
might write to that of Goa. desiring this Carlos 
might he seized and the cause be investigated 
and decided bv the Governor General of Bengal 
according to the customs of Europeans. This 


has Wen the consequence uf (.'arlus run spiring 
with merchants to defraud the Collectors «*f 
the Revenue which is a high crime. Carlos 
on the other hand, accused McDonnell of ndul- 
tery with his wife, to whom he had secretly 
given hair pins, and lie laid an ambush of 
Kuhssirs armed with swords and pistols wrapt 
up with cloth to seize McDonnell nnd punish 
him, On this the Minister who investigated it 
decided that tis Curios hud been guilty of a 
great fault in conspiring to defraud the Reve¬ 
nue, lie would give him no redress, hut that 
he might go and represent the matter to the 
Governor General of Bengal. But Captain 
McDonnell has also been guilty of several 
offences, for when Captain Smith and Storm 
killed the horse, and was apprehended, orders 
were given to guard and take care of their 
ship while they were in roitiiiiemcut, in order 
that she might not he |ilumU-red by the k;d:ts- 
sies, and to obviate litigation fin that account 
McDonnell went and reported to Four ships that 
had come to trade, that the Siamese Govern¬ 
ment intended to seize Captain Smith and 
Sturm’s ship. There are a great number uf 
merchants in Siam who come there to trade 
without intermission,and are all kindly treated 
and protected by the (Government even to the 
NakhutUis and lowest of the crew of everv prow 
and junk whoever they limy be. And even if 
these commit any fault the goods of the mer¬ 
chants on board the vessels are taken cure of so 


as to avoid disputes, But McDonnell Laving 
c ommitted this slander the crews assembled and 
hoisted their flags and armed themselves with 
loaded muskets, and if any man had been killed 
in conserpuwe McDonnell would assuredly have 
Lect) seized :md put to death according to law. 

MrDomielJ further told the interpreter 
I'hutiakngun that the English intended to 
attack the Empire, and that it was resolved 
upon, that if the vessels of the King of Siam 
did nut go to trade at the English ports offence 
would In- taken, and they would be seized, hut 
he was told liy n Chief of the Empire who 
enquired into Hus, that the Governor General 
of Bengal had sent a letter to desire that the 
trade might he laid entirely open on both sides, 
so that English merchants should come to 
Siam and not lie allowed to transgress, but 
directed to adhere to the old law s agreeably to 
The custom of great countries. This plan of 
ilu* Governor General of Bengal had gained 
him a highly favourable report among the 
merchants of the Empire for wisdom and 
prudence, and they said he was the fittest person 
to hold a high station over the English posses¬ 
sions all over the world, only Cmwfurd Imving 
eoilie and made additions to what the Governor 
General said, and done what was improper, 
and Captain Smith and Storm and Captain 
McDonnell having conducted themselves with 
disrespect, and behaved insolently to the 
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Government, was not in accordance with the 
Governor General's sentiments. Now it is 
considered that wtmt Crawford lias done mj- 
jiereugatory to the orders lie had received 
From the Governor General of Bengal, and 
Captain Smith amt Storm’s and Captain 
Mi-Donnell's reporting so in opjxisitioa to the 
sentiments expressed in the letter, the plan 
of prolonging the frietidlv intercourse lift ween 
the Siamese and Bnglish has nor sufficiently 
succeeded, nor the business of tmitiug these 
large countries by embassies by commercial 
intercourse, and all on both sides in mnfiirmit v 
to the established laws of each country, and 

r - 

the protection and kindness to lx* afforded and 
prolonged as long as the sun and moon should 
last. 11 is Majesty the King -of Siam has 
now directed this letter to he written to the 
Governor of Penang, to acquaint him with all 
these things in Duplicate, Itvitli Siamese and 
Malayan, and al*« another letter to Mr. Prinsep 
who transacts the business of Government under 
the Governor General of Bengal to the same 
purport, which it is solicited may he conveyed 
to Bengal. The Portuguese Interpreter who has 
translated this into Malay has done it hut imper¬ 
fectly. Written. OH the 1st day of the Moon s 
decrease, 1st month, year 118*1 of the Horse. 

(A true translation) 

(Signed) W, S. Cracrgft 
Malay Tratisr. to Govt. 
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FORT CORKW ALLIS tlie SO l obrunrv 1823, 

BEraiti SeUtcBiHiT*, 

Wi L p jl* it 1 !'-111 .-— —-—.— __ _ __ 


Jn tUr Htraklmuc of Smm k 


I, the (ii.iVfi'lmr of I’rim-e of Walt s Island, 
have rereived a letter from the I'hrakUmr. 
appprigiiig iiu- *»f rlit* orenrreitees which have 
taken plan-at the t’oiirt .*r Siam during and 
after Mr. (’rawfurdV Mission from the* Most 
Nohle tilt* < iovernor UeiiornI of I Vagal. I have 
eurofulty |*?rus**d iny friend’s loiter, and fully 
understand iN contents. 


Ihe I Vali Kin ni: must he an are that Mr. 
t rawfnrd ami the Most Xoldo the hmcruor 
< tenoral, by whoiu lit* was deputed to Siam, 
are the best judges of the conduct lie ]hi rsued 
at Siam, and how far it was regulated by 
tile instruct inns wliieh In- hail received. Mr, 
<'ran funis Mission was for the purpose of 
encouraging and estrhdiug the commerce 
between the Rritisli and Siamese Km pi re. and 
if that object is fulfilled in any way it. will 
redound to his credir and to the "rent advantage 
oi the tw-i eonntries. I enn at all events assure 
>uy friend tliat the Ih’itish tmverumeiit are 

still .misinns only hi pro . . the happiness nod 

welfare of the numerous inhabitants placed 
under its rare, and to this eml it still looks 
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forward to the day when the IV tilings mui 
opinions of the Court uf Siam in regard to » 
Free, unrestricted and peaceful commerce will 
He the same ns those which nctuate on all 
occasions the conduct of the ISritisli Govern¬ 
ment. 

With regard to Mr. Storm's nlfair, I most 
assure my friend that his account fully coin¬ 
cides with that fairly given hv that gentleman 
himself, and which had Formerly lieen sub¬ 
mitted to the Most Noble the < ioveraor General. 
Let me advise my friend however that it would 
1*‘ mueh better, whenever a British subject 
commits any transgression against the laws 
of Siam and not of an atrocious nature, if he 
would order the person so transgressing to 
leave the country, and transmit a complaint 
against him to the Governor General of Bengal. 

There is one subject ..which [ wi>h 

to address my friend, A man nnmed Timgnii 
attende<l Mr. t ‘rawfind as ;m interpreter and 
remained lK-hind at Siam, lie is a subject "f 
this Government and has a family residing at 
this Settlement, and who being very anxious 
for his return, i request my Friend will do me 
the favour to send him to Prince of Wales 
Island hv the very Ki>t opportunity after the 
receipt of this letter. If mv friend does tins 
it will he considered ns a proof of ids dispo¬ 
sition to He mi the same amicable terms with 


thus Govoiumcut as it will be ami lms been on 
nl! occasions tlie policy ami happiness of this 
Movemment to |>ri*serve towards Siam. 


(Sigiiuil) W. 1C. I’mu.n-s 

( iiivernor. 
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F:u’inrv ii:.-f,rfs Ft >RT CORNWALLIS the A April 1823, 

PEraii - Srtttt-racnts* 

* 4 L NSp. 1 ! T -11 n —- 

{‘2d Mil itf gtaftlsp >. 

Tit W. s, (’MAtKi)i r Fixture. 


Mf, R*rj. Hwfnfun* 
Fort Wh^iuu, 

7 Fell. \m. 


Acting Secretary tu the Government 
of Prince of Wales Island. 


Si r. 


] llilj ilin-i'it'i] to ;i<: know bulge the rreeilU 
■ M i ■ 1 

t-m r Ay of your dispatch of the 5 ultimo,* ein.-hw* 
Bfaj/J //W, imj. t , t-npv „f the complaint submitted hy 
! " Mr. Storm, the Supra Cargo of the Brig 
Blue nix, of the ill treatment lie and Captain 
Smith had exjH-rienred from the Siamese 
(lo v err intent. 

:t, Tire representation hy Mr. Storm 
havin'; been romm uni rated to Mr. Craw-ford? 
lute agent to the Governor General on a 
Mission to the Eastward, for the purpose of 
his stating any information or observations 
in 1 might wish to offer on the subject, l am 
direr ted to transmit to you the eiielused copy 
* $,r tetterej ?8 of M r. < rawFun W reply,* and to intimate to 
j j i r.*j, jik,- you. for the information of the lUmomhlr the 
Governor ill CnuneiL that the Honorable the 
Governor General in 1 'mini'll is of opinion, 
that under all the eirru instances of the ruse, 
the British Government would not la* warranted 
In making tla- ill usage sustained hy Mr. Storm 





and Captain Smith n mibjcet of roinoustraiii'e 
with the Government of Shim. 

I kve &ca. 

(Signed) G. Swinton. 

Secrv. to the Govt. 

i 

Fort William 
7 February 1823 


Hr 1 !J Path PttlJ 

ILum^ Iffii, rd T «*. 
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Nu. 10, 


* St**M*> 


t-'ORT WILLIAM 7th February IR23. 


To .1 Chaw mm Esq re, 
Arivu Aren. &oii. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
nf your tetter of the 29th ultimo* and to desire 
that you will state the cm mi instances of the 
abduction from the |«>rt of Calcutta of the 
slaves alluded to in the 4th paragyujib as far us 
may lx* consistent with your own knowledge. 
\ im are also desired to endeavour to obtain 
fiu iher particulars from the persons who it is 
believed enn depose to the manner iti which 
the Slaves were kidnapped. 


I have &ca, 

(Signed) Geo. Sw inton 
Secy, to Govt. 

Council Chamber 
7th February 1823. 
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nri»wi h)iM«iu FORT WILLIAM 28th Februanr 1*23. 

iV.ttMlItAtkUlt 

Itftngc m f nil. n> ---— -—- - 


fviti. ik'pE 

Mr. (HawI' inn— 

S«'. 


Service 


To (i. Swixton Ksqr. 

Secretary to tin* (imernincut. 


Fall. Dept. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of your letter of the 7th instant, directing 
my attention to the eireuatatinces attending 
the nl id notion from our possessions of certain 
slaves by a ship belonging to the King of Siam. 
The facts connected, with these slaves which 
I ran state upon my mvn personal knowledge 
are very few. Two out of the number were 
brought to the house of the Prah Khuig shortly 
after the arrival of the Siamese ship, and these 
individuals wen- almost daily seen by us from 
this period down to that of our own departure. 
They appeared to lie lads of twelve or Fourteen 
years of age and African negroes. I spoke to 
them hoping to get some [tart of their history 
from themselves, hut they did not seem to 
understand any Indian language, a fact that 
certainly showed that they had not lived long 
in our jiossessiuiis. When the Commander 





and Pilot of the Siamese ship waited upon me 
after their return from Bengal, I diarged 
them with what they had done and reminded 
them that the abduction of slaves was consi¬ 
dered amongst ns a capita! offence. They 
rather evaded than denial what they had done. 
I have reason to believe that the Commander 
had a commission to bring a certain number of 
negro slaves, and that he was not unaware that 
in taking them he hail committed an offence 
against o'Ur laws. 

The most circumstantial information which 
I have been able to obtain respecting the sSaves 
in question has been derived from personal 
communication both before and since I hall the 
honor to receive your letter, ivilh John da 
Silva, a native Portuguese, who went to Siam 
ns a Sea-Cunny or Quarter Master in the King 
of Siam's ship and returned in the Mission ship 
in the saint! capacity. This, person states iliat 
the slaves taken from British ports were five 
in number, three of whom were purchased at 
Calcutta, and two at Prince of Wales Island. 
They were all lads and African negroes, four 
of them were from 12 to 14 years of age, hut 
one had attained the age of sixteen and he 
alone spoke the Hindustani language. Upon 
tlieir arrival in Siam, two of them were sent to 
the house of live Pruh-KImig and three to 
the Palace for the King. Of the indie id mils 
from whom the slaves were bought my infer- 


raant lias nut been a Wo to afford me any 
information. 

1 heir respectfully to state that on this and 
other [mints connected with the abduction of 
the slaves, it is probable that more particulars 
than I have been able to submit may lie obtain¬ 
ed upon the return to Calcutta of the Lascars 
tliat navigated the Siamese ship t<> Siam, which 
rarried off the slaves. A number of these 
people are daily expected in the English brig 
Plnenix and the Portuguese brig Santa Anna. 

I have &u*i. 

(Signed) ,1. (,‘itAWFUBD. 


Calcutta 
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